
Week 10 – Friday 5 July 2019 
 

What a busy last week of term at the DEM it’s been! 
 

SRC Fundraiser – Beanie Day! 
Today, our SRCs organised ‘Beanie Day’, a fundraiser in 
support of the Dem’s two World Vision sponsor children - 
Kana from Kenya and Selam from Ethiopia. Funds raised will 
go to help provide these children with better standards of 
living.  We look forward to advising the amount of funds 
raised in the next Dem Newsletter. 
 

Pocket City Farm ECO Excursion 
On Tuesday our 3-6 Eco Ambassadors visited Pocket City 
Farm in Camperdown. They did a tour through the working 
farm and were treated to freshly picked delicious snow peas. They learned 
about pollinators including birds, mammals and insects and the seasonality 
of different varieties of fruit and vegetables in Australia. Lastly, they mixed 
clay, soil, seeds and water to make earth balls that when placed in our school 
garden will attract pollinators. A wonderful day was had by all! 
Thanks to North Sydney Council for facilitating this excursion and to  
Ms Felicity Morgan & Ms Courtney Barrett for attending with the students. 

SRC Art Initiative 
Our SRC have also been busy this term 
organising an art initiative. Students 
wanted to revamp some of the display 
boards in the school’s common areas. 
The SRC asked students who love art 
to create a fantasy themed piece and 
donate it to the school. Lots of 
amazing artworks were received and 
we cannot wait to display these in the 
McHatton building, ready for next 
term. Well done to all our budding 
artists!  
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What’s On 
In Term 2/3 
2019? 

 

Thursday 4 July 

* All bands Term 2 concert 

arrive 5:45pm for 6pm start in 

the Hall 
 

Friday 5 July 

* Pupil Free day 

* The uniform shop will be 

open from 8:30am to 9:30am  

* P&C Working Bee commences 

<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

Monday 22 July 

* FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 

* Healthy Harold program 

commences 
 

Tuesday 23 July 

* Whole school NAIDOC 

incursion commences 
 

Wednesday 24 July 

* P&C Meeting, 6:30pm in the 

Library 
 

Friday 26 July 

* PSSA recommences 
 

Wednesday 31 July 

* OC Placement Test for 

registered Yr 4 students 

* Wellbeing workshop for 

parents/carers, 5:30pm in the 

McHatton Staffroom 

* Recorder Group concert at 

Sydney Opera House 
 

Thursday 1 August 

* School Tour from 9:15am – 

meet in the office foyer  

 

Thursday 1 August and 

Friday 2 August 

* Year 3 Camp at the Outdoor 

Education Centre, Morisset 

* Year 4 to Camp at Great 

Aussie Bush camp, Kincumber 
 



Senior Band Club Outdoor Rehearsal 
The band club provided students with a musical 
treat when they rehearsed outside on the 
playground on Tuesday. This term has been very full 
for all our band members, particularly those who 
attended camp earlier this term. We've seen some 
big improvements since the camp and the morning 
rehearsals for all bands have been sounding great. 
We are all looking forward to tonight’s Mid-Year 
concert.  
A huge thank you to all the parents and carers who 
support our school band members, and a special 
thanks to Mick Elderfield from Directions in Music 
who instigated the band club and gives up his time 
each week to rehearse with students. 
 

Anti-bullying Incursion – Brainstorm Productions 

Yesterday, students in Year 4-6 participated in ‘The 
Protectors’ program focusing on Bullying, eSafety 
and Resilience. The students were engaged by 
Serena and Leo who showed them how to use their 
‘protect tools’ to stop, breathe and be assertive, as 
well as how to stand up for themselves and others in 
a positive way. 

Please see page 10 of this newsletter for information 
on resources developed by the Government. 

 

Cyber Safety and the NSW Police  

Continuing with the message of anti-bullying and cyber-safety, students in Years 5 & 6 were visited by 
Senior Constable Dennis Goodwin, a local Police Youth Liaison Officer, today. Topics discussed were 
appropriate use of social media, safe and respectful online interactions, cyberbullying and where to go for 
help. Senior Constable Goodwin also shared some useful websites, such as the Kids Helpline 
(https://kidshelpline.com.au/) and the eSafety Commissioner (https://www.esafety.gov.au/). We hope 
students take these important messages with them into this coming holiday period. 

 

Visiting Academic from Israel 

This week visiting academic Dr Yoad 
Eliaz from Tel Aviv, Israel, enjoyed a 
brief school tour and morning tea with 
some of our SRC and Student 
Executives.  
Dr Eliaz spends a lot of his time 
researching education in his home 
country and likes to visit schools 
overseas when he is travelling. He 
enjoyed seeing and hearing about the 
embedded values of cultural diversity 
and the real world problem-based 
learning taking place in all grades at 
the Dem.  
Dr Eliaz was also particularly impressed by the evident high engagement of students and teachers with 
quality learning programs in all classrooms even though the holidays were about to start!  

https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/


Upcoming Events at the Dem! 
 

P&C Working Bee - Painting of the McHatton Toilets - Friday 5, Saturday 6 & Sunday 7 July 
The P&C will be holding a working bee to repaint the McHatton toilet block and repair all the school’s toilet 
blocks. All toilet blocks will receive new door locks, signage, soap dispensers and hand dryers. If you are 
able to volunteer some time over the next three days to begin the painting process, it would be very much 
appreciated.  Please contact Nicole Smith for more information or to volunteer. Nicole can be contacted via 
mob (0403 921 971) or email (niksmith@gmail.com).  Please also see pages 14-15 of this newsletter for 
further details. 
This much needed work is being carried out as an initiative of the P&C and supported by the school. Due to 
the unknown timeframe of the expected building upgrade of the whole school, this project has come about 
as a result of parent feedback. 
 

Life Education Program with Healthy Harold – commences Monday 22 July 
The Healthy Harold van will be arriving at the Dem next term from Monday 22 July to Thursday 8 August. 
All students will participate in grade based programs that focus on different areas of health and wellbeing. 
An information note can be found on page 5 of this newsletter. 
 

NAIDOC-Themed Learning Incursion – commences Tuesday 23 July 
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July as a shared celebration of the history, 
culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The week is officially held from 7 
to 14 July (during the school holidays) so we will be celebrating NAIDOC Week early in Term 3. Students will 
spend time in their classrooms learning about the significance of Aboriginal history and culture in our local 
urban context. All students will also participate in a virtual reality workshop, where the Pamagirri Aboriginal 
group transport students into a full 360-degree view of a Far North Queensland rainforest. The workshop 
also includes interactive educational games about bush tucker and hunting, as well as an incredible CGI 
video about the Dreamtime.  
 

Student Wellbeing Workshop for Parents and Carers 

On Wednesday 31 July, next term, there will be a workshop available for parents/carers which will be 
focused on student wellbeing. Please see page 4 of this newsletter for more information. If you are 
interested in attending, please respond via email to Mrs Bryony Herborn (bryony.heath1@det.nsw.edu.au ) 

 

Islamic Scripture 
In Term 3, we will be able to offer Islamic scripture at the Dem. If you are interested in your child 
participating in this scripture group, please contact Ms Fiona Barthram (Scripture & Ethics Coordinator) via 
email at Fiona.barthram@det.nsw.edu.au or complete the form found on page 8 of this newsletter.  
 

Education Week at the Dem! 
Next term during the week commencing 5 August, the Dem is looking forward to celebrating Education 
Week.  On Monday 5 August at 9:30am, all parents, grandparents and carers are invited to attend our open 
classroom celebration. During this session, carers can enjoy learning side by side with their child or hear 
first-hand about their child’s learning successes in 2019. 
 

Track Carnival 
The new date for the Track Carnival is confirmed for Monday 19 August, with a backup rain date of Monday 
26 August.  
 

Power Upgrade – July School Holidays 
Please note that public works related to the major power upgrade on site at the Dem will continue through 
the July school holidays. We apologise for any inconvenience these works may be causing to our school 
community. Please note that the school will be closed with NO ACCESS throughout the holiday period.  
 

  

mailto:niksmith@gmail.com
mailto:bryony.heath1@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:Fiona.barthram@det.nsw.edu.au


Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) on School Students with Disability 

Since 2015 all schools in Australia (government, independent and Catholic) have participated in a process of 
data collection for students with a disability. This data collection is a legislated requirement and all data is 
strictly de-identified to protect confidentiality. The meaning of the word disability for the purposes of the 
data collection process is derived from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and has a broad meaning. It 
includes, for example, the presence in the body of organisms causing disease or illness and also the 
existence of a disorder or malfunction that results in a person learning differently. 
The purpose of collecting this information is to ensure that all stakeholders have a clear picture of the 
number and level of adjustments that are required so that students with a health care need or disability can 
fully participate in education. Ultimately, this information will provide us with a very clear understanding of 
what support teachers and schools need to ensure all children are successful. Our school is now in the 
process of finalising the collection of this data. If you are interested in further information please refer to 
the flyer on pages 11-13 of this newsletter or email Mrs Bryony Herborn at Bryony.heath1@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
 

We wish everyone a happy and safe holiday period and look forward to seeing students back and refreshed 
on Monday 22 July. 
 

Myra Wearne, Principal  
(myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au)  

mailto:Bryony.heath1@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:(myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au


  



SCHOOL NEWS 
 

K-2 Games Club requesting donations of games please 

Do you have any games, puzzles, card games or other old games that you don’t 
need at home anymore? Donations happily accepted in 2SB and KSB for the Dem 
K-2 Games Club. 

 

 
Woolworths Earn & Learn – Thank You 

We have collected 35,700 stickers for the Dem and over 32,000 stickers for Arndell 
Special School. Thank you!  Final count to be confirmed in the next newsletter. 

 
 

School Travel 

Please remember that School Opal Cards are for use during 

school term for travel between home and school.   

School Opal Cards should not be used in the school holidays. 

Students using their Student Opal Card must tap on at the start and tap off at the 

end of each trip as a condition of use of their card.  

 
You can update student details (and apply for a new card) online at 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/ or see https://www.opal.com.au/en/about- 

opal/opal-for- school-students 
If you have any questions or concerns about the school buses: 

 
665w (morning) & 664w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215; 

667w (afternoon) call North Sydney Depot: 9245 9261; 

568w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215. 
 

For timetable and routing information please check the Opal app or follow this link: 
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/school-buses/ 
 
 

Term 2 Statements of Account reminders  

Term 2 Statement of Account reminders were emailed on Friday 21 June 2019.  
Before paying online (via POP) please check what is still outstanding on your 
account. You can click on the 'Make a payment for (your child's name)' link from a 
school account email or call the Office on 9955 2822. Please keep a note of 
payments made so that you do not accidentally pay for items twice. Thanks.  
 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/
http://www.opal.com.au/en/about-opal/opal-for-
http://www.opal.com.au/en/about-opal/opal-for-
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/school-buses/568w/26568-W


FABStar!  

 

FABStar! is an initiative to recognise 
positive behaviours in the playground. 
A FABStar! slip was drawn from all the 
students who received FABstar! slips 
in recognition of their positive 
behaviour on the playground last week.  

 
 
This week's 3-6 FabStar! is 
Madeleine in Year 5. She 
displayed kindness and respect 
towards others when she 
willingly helped a younger 
student pick up food that was 
dropped without being asked.  
Way to go Madeleine!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Band News 

All Bands Festival – Sunday 25 August – please confirm participation 

Senior Band have been entered to perform at the Australian School Band 
Festival, being held on Sunday 25 August at THE KINGS SCHOOL, North 
Parramatta, and students will be required to be there from 9.00am - 10.15am. 
To ensure our best performance, it is essential that we have the majority of band 
members in attendance. Please complete the short form 
at http://tiny.cc/NSDSband  to confirm your child's participation. 
 
 
Band Rehearsals – 7:45am in the Hall restarting from Week 1 Term 3 

Thank you for helping students to get to rehearsals on time in the morning. All 
rehearsals begin at 7:45am and it is important that students arrive to set up and 
warm up prior to playing.  

 Senior Band: Thursday; 

 Intermediate Band: Wednesday; 

 Junior Band: Friday. 
Please ensure that your child brings their instrument, music 
and a pencil and is on time to set up. 

 
Rehearsal or Tutorial enquiries: Contact Directions in Music on 9662 2211 
 
General band enquiries: Any general enquiries regarding band should be 
directed to Ms Kate Crilly: kate.crilly@det.nsw.edu.au 

http://tiny.cc/NSDSband
mailto:kate.crilly@det.nsw.edu.au


NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge 2019 

 
Just over 665 students have started entering their Premier’s Reading 

Challenge books online. Congratulations to the 232 students that have 

completed the challenge 
 

We inspire all students K-6 to participate in the challenge. During library 

lessons students will be encouraged to borrow PRC books. 

 

K-2 students will need to read or have a parent read to them a total of 

30 books. 

3-6 students will need to independently read 20 books. 

 

 

The PRC Sharing Space 
 

Hi my name is Jasmine, I am 

completing the 5-6 PRC. I am a little 

behind at the moment but I am 

really excited about completing the 

PRC because I love reading. My 

favourite book is ‘Sadako and the 

Thousand Paper Cranes’. 

 

 

My name Gwen and I am going to 

triple the PRC. I have been reading 

K-2 books from our school library 

and my local library. My favourite 

book so far is ‘Thea Stilton and the 

Missing Myth’. 

 

 

 
How do students log in to the NSW Premier's Reading Challenge website? 

 

1. Click this link https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html it will redirect you to the NSW Premier’s Reading 

Challenge home page. 

2. On the PRC website homepage, click on Logon on the menu to login. 

3. It will take you to the NSW Department of Education portal login page. Students will need to enter in 

their username and password here. Your child's teacher can provide user name and password if unknown. 

4. Once logged on the page will state 'Personal Reading Record for ......... (student's name)' 

5. Click on Student Reading Records (enter book) and you can start adding books. 

 

TIP: If you enter the PRC ID number and press ‘add’ all the book details will appear. PRC ID numbers can be found 

on the last page of the book. 

 

Happy Reading! 

Mrs Kylie Milostic – kylie.milostic@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

  

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html


  



Reading! 

Mrs Kylie Milostic – kylie.milostic@det.nsw.edu.au 

 

  



  



  



P&C News 
 

 
 

Thank you for helping with the Special Painting Working Bee whenever 
you can - Friday 5 to Sunday 7 July! 
 
Please email Nicole Smith (niksmith@gmail.com) to confirm when you can help (if you have 
not contacted her already) so that she can co-ordinate the project effectively. 
 
Nicole plans to be at the Dem from 8:30am to 5:00pm each day but feel free to come 
whenever you can make it as volunteers are coming at various times and staying however 
long they can. Despite the rain forecast the working bee will be going ahead. 
 
General schedule: 

 Friday 5 July: preparation, scraping, cleaning, patching, sanding; 

 Saturday 6 July: preparation, sanding, cleaning, masking, painting roof, undercoat 
walls; 

 Sunday 7 July: preparation, masking, painting walls, windows, doors, clean up, packing 
away gear. 

 
Wear / Bring: 
Please wear covered flat shoes, a long sleeve shirt, long pants and bring a cap. Bring along a 
water bottle and your preferred snacks. There will be disposable gloves, safety glasses and 
paper masks available. Please feel free to bring your own if you have them. Bring thicker 
gardening gloves if you are helping with sanding.    
 
Food / Water: 
Drinks will be provided. Lunch will be organised on the day - please indicate on the sign on 
sheet if you will be joining us for lunch at 12noon. Also note any dietary requirements. Some 
snacks will be available throughout the day. 
 
Safety: 
Please sign in each day. When you first arrive, Nicole will take you through a safety briefing 
before you commence. Wear the safety gear provided for the job you are undertaking at the 
time. There will be chemical and paint fumes so it is important that you take care of yourself 
and if at any stage you feel unwell, let me or someone else know immediately. Take regular 
breaks and keep hydrated.  
 
Equipment: 
Please leave any loan equipment at the front office, make sure it is labelled properly so we 
can return it. 
Still needed: portable lights. 
 
If you have any questions at all, please contact Nicole on 0403 921 971. 
 
Please see the flyer on the next page. 
 
Happy Holidays! 

 
 

mailto:niksmith@gmail.com


 

  



On behalf of the P&C I'd like to wish you and your family an enjoyable and safe 
holiday period, and we'll see you back for Term 3 on Monday 22 July 2019. 
 
Our next P&C meeting is on Wednesday 24 July at 6:30pm in the school 
library.  If you have any P&C questions, please contact me at 
president@thedempc.com.au 

 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
Please check Lost Property (located in the Pacific Building near the Uniform 
Shop) for any items you may be missing. 

 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
The Uniform Shop sells new and second-hand school uniforms. 

Regular opening hours during School Term: 
Monday 8.30am – 9.30am; 

Tuesday 8.30am – 9.30am; 

Wednesday 8.30am – 9.30am; 

Friday 8.30am – 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4pm**. 
**Note: Uniform Shop is open in the morning only on Friday July 5 (student free day) 

The Uniform shop will reopen as usual on Monday 22 July for the beginning of Term 3 2019 

 
Email uniform orders to DemUniformShop@gmail.com 
See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/ for more information. 

 
 

 
 

TUCKSHOP 
Friday 5 July is the student free day – Tuckshop is closed. 
The Tuckshop will re-open on Monday 22 July (first day back for students and 
teachers in Term 3). 
 
Hot food can only be ordered through Munch Monitor. Steps to set-up your 
Munch Monitor account: 

 
1. Go to: www.munchmonitor.com/Account/Login 
2. New users need to register 

 
(school ID is “nsds”; school password is munch2060”) 
Munch Monitor questions email: 
info@munchmonitor.com 
See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/ for more information 
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mailto:DemUniformShop@gmail.com
http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/
http://www.munchmonitor.com/Account/Login
mailto:info@munchmonitor.com
http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/


Dem Community News 
 
Andy Griffiths on tour. Wednesday 24 July 2019 at 4:30pm at the Concourse, 409 Victoria 

Ave Chatswood NSW 2067 - see: https://theconcourse.com.au/the-117-storey-treehouse/ 

 

CatholicCare Family Centres parenting programs for Term 3 are free or low cost. This 
includes; Women’s Wellbeing Support Group, Tuning into Kids, 1-2-3Magic, Keeping Kids in 
Mind and Dads Infant Massage. To find out more contact intakefs@catholiccaredbb.org.au or 
call us on 8425 8700 
 

Junior Science Academy at Macquarie University: exciting science programs for K-6 
students during school holidays. See mq.edu.au/about/holidays 
 

 
Catholic Care Naremburn Family Centre - Women's Wellbeing Support Group - T3 

Through activities including arts and craft, cooking, yoga, mindfulness and music the group 
will provide a space for women to explore self-care, managing emotions, exploring 
relationships and building strong support networks.   
Bookings Essential Phone: (02) 8425 8700 
 
Kids First OT holiday handwriting workshop for K to 6: great for students having 
difficulty with any part of handwriting. Groups are small (4-6 children) so our Paediatric OT's 
can provide one on one assistance. Please call our Director, Sarah Hickey, for dates and 
pricing on 1300 850418.  
 

 
Are You A Parent of a Child Aged 2 to 12? 
The Parenting and Family Support Centre at the 
University of Queensland is conducting research 
into parents’ opinions about parenting and 
parenting programs. If you have a child between 2 
and 12 years, we would love to hear your views 
on parenting and the services that are available to 
you as a parent. You will need to complete a short 
survey. To find out more or to participate please 

visit https://exp.psy.uq.edu.au/parenting 

 

Australian Red Cross blood donations.  

Call 13 14 95 or visit: https://www.donateblood.com.au/donate  
 

 

Oral Health Services for children under 18 years. General dental treatment is free at NSW 

Public Dental Health Clinics contact 1300 732 503  

 

Key Assets: Looking for foster carers – please call:  
1800 WE CARE or see iwanttofoster.com.au 
 

Volunteer Host Families needed for overseas students arriving in Australia in 2019 

 Student Exchange Australia New Zealand www.studentexchange.org.au 

 World Education Program (WEP) Australia wep.org.au 

https://theconcourse.com.au/the-117-storey-treehouse/
mailto:intakefs@catholiccaredbb.org.au
https://www.donateblood.com.au/donate
http://www.studentexchange.org.au/
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