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   Newsletter 

What’s On 
In 2019? 

 

Monday 11 March 

* Student Executive excursion 

 

Wednesday 13 March 

* Intermediate Band 

* P&C Meeting (AGM) Library 

 

Thursday 14 March 

* Senior Band 

* Teeball Training 

* Selective High School 

Placement Test 

* Year 6 Debating Workshop 

 

Friday 15 March 

* Junior Band 

* Oztag Training 

* Zone Swimming Carnival 

* Annie auditions for 

registered students in Years 2 

and 3 

* No PSSA 

 

Sunday 17 March 

* P&C Term 1 Working Bee 

from 9am to 2pm 

 

Monday 18 March 

* Kindergarten Grandparents 

and Grandfriends Day 

 

Wednesday 20 March 

* Intermediate Band 

 

Thursday 21 March 

* Senior Band 

* Teeball Training 

* Harmony Day 

 

Friday 22 March 

* Junior Band 

* Oztag Training 

* Annie auditions for 

registered students in Year 4 

and first group of Year 5  

* PSSA 

* Harmony Fair 

Week 6 – Friday 8 March 2019 
 

Annie Auditions 

We are excited to have started first auditions today for Annie!  We were 
overwhelmed with Expressions of Interest to audition and as such will run 
the auditions over several weeks.  The timetable is as follows: 

 Friday 8 March – Kindergarten and Year 1 

 Friday 15 March – Year 2 and Year 3 

 Friday 22 March – Year 4 and first group of Year 5 

 Friday 29 March – Year 6 and second group of Year 5 
After all auditions are completed the NSDS Musical Committee will create a 
lead ensemble cast list. Later in the term there will be a ballot drawn for all 
other minor roles and chorus groups. Good luck to everyone who auditions! 
 

Process to join Creative Arts Programs 
If your child would like to be involved in one of the creative arts programs at 
our school please read the explanation detailed below on how to apply:  
1. Students can be accepted into a Creative Arts Program in 3 ways:   

a.  A successful audition (limited places), or   
b.  A priority ballot for students who have not already been in 2 or 

more creative arts programs in the last 2 years, or 
c. A possible final general ballot for students who have been in 2 or 

more creative arts programs in the last 2 years. This ballot will only 
be run if there are still places available in the program. 

2. Please note that a number of places in each Creative Arts Program have 
been reserved for students who are successful through an audition 
process. This will ensure that students who are gifted and talented in the 
creative arts have the same opportunity to be extended in their area of 
talent as students who are gifted in other areas such as academic fields 
and sport. 

3. Our Creative Arts Groups for 2019 are: 
a. Choir ( K-2, Stage 2 and Stage 3); 
b. Recorder Ensemble (Years 3 to 6); 
c. Annie the musical (for all grades). 

4. Joining the school’s band program does not require an audition. This 
program runs after school for students in Years 3 to 6. If you are 
interested in joining the band please email kate.crilly@det.nsw.edu.au 

 

Power Upgrade 
The school will be receiving a major power upgrade and the majority of the work 
will take place during the April holidays. In the final weeks of this term there will be 
some fencing off of a small portion of play area in preparation for the work. Please 
note that the school will be closed with NO ACCESS throughout the April holidays. 
It is anticipated that the upgrade will be fully completed by the end of July. I will 
advise any further details, as they come to hand, in future newsletters. 
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Major Capital Upgrade 
Following on from last month’s exciting media release, where Minister Stokes announced an upgrade to some of 
our facilities, I can now communicate to you what the next steps may be. It is expected that funding for the project 
will be announced in the 2019/2020 budget, and a Project Reference Group will subsequently be set up by School 
Infrastructure NSW’s Delivery section. It would typically take 1-2 years for planning and approvals to be undertaken 
before construction commences – the Delivery team will provide the school with more details later in the year 
which I will then be able to forward on to the Dem community. If you missed the news in the Dem Newsletter, 
please see page 26 for a copy of the Media Release. 
 

P&C AGM 
The P&C Annual General Meeting will be held next week on Wednesday 14 March. If you would like to 
find out more information regarding the positions available, please see page 13 of this newsletter. 
 

P&C Term 1 Working Bee 
The P&C will be holding a working bee on Sunday 17 March. Everyone is welcome to come along between 
9am and 2pm. Lunch will be provided by the P&C. Please see page 14 of this newsletter for more details. 
 

Harmony Day (21 March) and Harmony Fair (22 March) 
Harmony Day is fast approaching and will be officially celebrated on Thursday 21 March. Harmony Day is a 
day to celebrate Australia’s diversity. It is a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home – 
from the traditional owners of this land to those who have come from many countries around the world. 
Harmony Day celebrates the vibrant cultures, races and religions that make up Australian society and 
helps to teach about respect, understanding and diversity.  
 

At the Dem we will be celebrating and taking part in classroom activities and events on the following days: 

 Thursday 21 March:  Harmony Day in-classroom activities; and 

 Friday 22 March:  Harmony Fair from 4:30pm. 
 

On Harmony Day parents & carers are invited to participate in their child’s classroom by helping for 
20mins with a teacher organised activity; giving a short talk to the class about your traditions or country 
of origin; or sharing an activity that relates to your culture e.g. a dance, a song, demonstrate a special 
craft, etc. If you are interested in participating, please refer to the note at page 10 of this newsletter or 
speak with your child’s classroom teacher. On the day students are also encouraged to wear traditional 
dress or the colour orange to show support for cultural diversity. 
 

Each year the P&C host the Harmony Fair where the community can get together and embrace our 
diversity with multicultural food stalls and activities for the children. It is a great fundraising event for the 
school, but does rely on donations and volunteer involvement. If you are able to help with the event in 
any way, please register your interest at www.thedempc.com.au 
 

The P&C would particularly like to hear from parents who may be able to showcase some cultural aspect, 
such as a game or activity or can set up a food stall.  Please see pages 11-12 of this newsletter for more 
information. 
 

Schools Environmental Network 
On Monday this week, a group of Year 6 
ECO Ambassadors attended a SENNS 
meeting (School Environmental Network 
North Sydney) at North Sydney Council. 
They participated enthusiastically in 
discussions about sustainability and learnt 
about their responsibilities as global citizens through a skyped presentation on the Solar Buddy Energy 
Poverty Program. They made solar lights and wrote letters to be sent to students in neighbouring 
countries that do not have electricity in their classrooms or homes. In the coming weeks they will share 
their learning with fellow ECO’s from Years 3-5 and will guide them through the process of assembling a 
further sixteen lights. 
  

http://www.thedempc.com.au/


Maths Committee - Parent Information Evening 
On Wednesday 27 March the Maths Committee will be hosting a parent information evening. The 
evening aims to answer the following questions: 

 How is the way our children learn Mathematics different to parents' learning experiences during their 

time at school? 

 What Mathematics knowledge and skills do our children learn and how? 

 What can parents do at home to help their child's learning in Mathematics? 

In order to adequately plan for the evening, it is essential that you sign-up if you would like to attend. 
The sign-up is simple, and will take less than a minute. Please use this link http://signup.com/go/PzzfMeX. 
If you have any queries, please email the Maths Committee at leah.oreilly1@det.nsw.edu.au  
 

Selective High School Placement Test 
As a reminder for parents who have children sitting the Selective High School Placement Test, the test 
date is Thursday 14 March 2019 as advised in your confirmation letter from the Selective Schools Unit. 
 

High School Expression of Interest for Year 6 Students 
High School Expressions of Interest forms are due to be returned by Friday 15 March to your child’s 
classroom teacher. Even if your child is enrolled in a Private School, it is a Department requirement that 
this form be completed and returned. 
 

ICAS 2019 
Please return your ICAS registration form and payment by Friday 29 March. In line with ICAS guidelines 
and policy, no late registrations will be accepted. ICAS tests will take place after school hours in 
September and students will be supervised by NSDS teachers. Please refer to page 6 for more information 
about the dates of each test and details on how to register. You can find out more about ICAS (which is 
run by the University of NSW) via this link https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/about 
 

Student Opal Cards 
If your child has a student opal card, please refer to page 24 of this newsletter for a reminder of the 
importance of tapping on and off on their bus or train journey to and from school. 
 

Zurich Tower Crane Naming Competition 
Zurich Tower is currently under development in Mount Street, North Sydney. The construction company, 
Roberts Pizzarotti (in conjunction with Zurich Financial Services) is running a naming competition with 
local schools in the North Sydney Council area, for their recently installed crane.  You will find an entry 
form on page 17 of this newsletter.  Entries will be submitted collectively by North Sydney Dem.  On offer 
for the winning entry is $2,000 worth of library books for the school and an invitation to the crane naming 
ceremony. Entries due to the school by Monday 8 April. 
 

Writing Competitions for Interested Students 

 Schools Writing Competition:  The Write4fun schools writing competition is open to students in K-6, 
and can be either a poem (of 16 lines or less) or a short story (of 500 words or less). Please see page 23 
of this newsletter for an entry form and details. You can enter online at www.write4fun.net. Entries 
close Sunday 31 March. 

 The Nan Manefield Young Writers’ Award:  This competition is open to students aged 11- 18 years, 
and can be either a poem or a short story of no more than 750 words. Please see page 25 of this 
newsletter for an entry form and details. Post your entry to Stanton Library or email your entry to 
www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/YWA. Entries close Friday 12 April. 

 2019 Mosman Youth Awards in Literature:  This prose and poetry writing competition is open to 
students in K-6. If you are interested in submitting an entry, please see page 21 of this newsletter for 
an entry form. You can also visit the Barry O’Keefe Library in Mosman, or download an entry form 
from www.mosman.nsw.gov.au/library/teens. Entries close Friday 31 May. 

 

Myra Wearne, Principal  
(myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au) 

http://signup.com/go/PzzfMeX
mailto:leah.oreilly1@det.nsw.edu.au
https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/about
http://www.write4fun.net/
http://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/YWA
http://www.mosman.nsw.gov.au/library/teens
mailto:(myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au


SCHOOL NEWS 

Hindu Scripture 
Due to the unavailability of teachers, Hindu scripture has not been offered at the Dem 

since 2016. We are pleased to advise that Hindu scripture classes are again available 

for interested students. Classes will commence next Wednesday, 13 March and run 

concurrently with our other scripture and ethics groups. If you would like your 

child to participate in Hindu scripture, please email our Scipture/Ethics 

Coordinator, Ms Fiona Barthram, at fiona.barthram@det.nsw.edu.au. 

 

Junior Choir Audition – Years 3 and 4  
Auditions for Junior Choir (Years 3 &4) will be held on Tuesday 19 March in the 

KFB classroom at first half of Powerbreak with Ms Farag. 

 

Statement of Account  
Term 1 2019 Statements of Account reminders were emailed to parents on Friday 1 
March 2019.  When paying online (via POP) please check what is still outstanding by 
calling the Office on 9955 2822. Please keep a note of payments made so that you do 
not accidentally pay for items twice. Thank you. 
 

School Travel  
Reminder: students must tap on at the start and tap off at the end of each 

trip with their Student Opal Card.  

You can update student details (and apply for a new card) online at 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/ or see https://www.opal.com.au/en/about-

opal/opal-for-school-students 

If you have any questions or concerns about the school buses: 

 665w (morning) & 664w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215; 

 667w (afternoon) call North Sydney Depot: 9245 9261; 

 568w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215. 
For timetable and routing information please check the Opal app or follow this link: 
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/school-buses/ 

 

Spare clothes for school 
Please make sure your child (particularly in K to 2) has a spare pair of underpants and a 

pair of shorts in a plastic bag in their school bag each day.  The school office can lend 

outer clothes if necessary on a wash and return basis, but for hygiene reasons we 

cannot re-use underwear.  If your child has to be given a brand new pair of underpants 

to wear and keep a charge of $2.00 will be added to your account.   

 

Thank you for supporting Stewart House with your clothing 

donations. 

mailto:fiona.barthram@det.nsw.edu.au
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FABStar!  

FABStar! is an initiative to recognise 
positive behaviours in the playground. 
A FABStar! slip was drawn from all the 
students who received FABstar! slips in 
recognition of their positive behaviour 
on the playground last week.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This week’s 3-6 FabStar!s 

are Abby, Rose and Sophie 

from Year 4.  

After attending their first 

eco meeting, Abby, Rose 

and Sophie went straight 

out into the playground 

and spent the rest of their 

playtime collecting litter.  

Thank you girls for your 

dedication and respect 

towards the environment! 

 



 



Band News 
 
Band Rehearsals - 7:45am in the Hall: 

 Senior Band: Thursday; 

 Intermediate Band: Wednesday; 

 Junior Band: Friday. 
 
Rehearsals begin at 7:45am to ensure bands are set up and ready to play. 
Please help your child get to rehearsals on time to ensure that the group is able 
to practice effectively. Don't forget to bring your instrument, your music and a 
pencil to all rehearsals and lessons! 
 
To order a new band t-shirt, please contact Kate at kate.crilly@det.nsw.edu.au. 
The uniform shop has advised that they also have heavily discounted t-shirts in 
excellent condition. Limited stock is available in sizes 8, 10, 12 and 14. Please 
contact the NSDS uniform shop for details. 
 
Rehearsal or Tutorial enquiries: Contact Directions in Music on 9662 2211 
 
General band enquiries: Any general enquiries regarding band should be 
directed to Ms Kate Crilly: kate.crilly@det.nsw.edu.au  
 
 

 

Library News 
 
Opening times 
The library is open every day before school and after school each day, except 
Wednesday, for borrowing.  Please pop in if you would like to change books for 
your child.  Students are also able to change books during their scheduled 
lessons or at lunch times on the appropriate day. 
K-2 Lunch Time – Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
3-6 Lunch Time – Tuesday and Thursday 
 
 
Elizabeth Williams and Kylie Milostic 

  



NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge 2019 

 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge has started! Last year we 

celebrated 529 students completing the challenged. North 

Sydney Demonstration Public School has participated in the 

Premier’s Reading Challenge for many years. During this 

time students have been able to read a selection of quality 

literature. It is not a competition.  The challenge 

encourages students to read for pleasure while being 

exposed to a wide variety of books in order to foster a 

lifelong love of reading. 

 

We urge all students K-6 to participate in the challenge. 

During library lessons students will be encouraged to borrow 

PRC books. 

 

K-2 students will need to read or have a parent read to them a total of 30 books. 

3-6 students will need to independently read 20 books. 

 

Kindy students will bring home a reading record log with instructions next week. 

 

Below are instructions as to how your child can logon to the NSW PRC website at 

home and enter in their books. 

 

How do students log in to the NSW Premier's Reading Challenge website? 

 

1. Click this link https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html it will redirect you to 

the NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge home page. 

2. On the PRC website homepage, click on Logon on the menu to login. 

3. It will take you to the NSW Department of Education portal login page. 

Students will need to enter in their username and password here. Your child's 

teacher can provide user name and password if unknown. 

4. Once logged on the page will state 'Personal Reading Record for …(student's 

name)…' 

5. Click on Student Reading Records (enter book) and you can start adding books. 

 

TIP: If you enter the PRC ID number and press ‘add’ all the book details will appear. 

PRC ID numbers can be found on the last page of the book. 

 

The library is open every morning from 8:30-8:55am and after school 2:55-3:15pm. If 

you need any assistance logging on please pop in and visit. Your child can also visit 

us at lunch time and our library monitors will help your child enter books. The library is 

open for K-2 second half play lunch Monday, Wednesday and Friday and 3-6 can 

visit the library second half play lunch Tuesday and Thursday. 

 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge has an exciting new feature that allows students to 

select a genre they enjoy and will offer a list of books to add to their wish list. 

Students in 3-6 will be exploring this new PRC experience during their library lessons. 

Happy Reading! 

Mrs Kylie Milostic – kylie.milostic@det.nsw.edu.au 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html


School Stream 
If you would like to see school stream alerts etc. on your computer instead of your smart 

phone please go to: https://nsps.myschoolstream.net/?style=embed 

To see school stream alerts etc. on your smart phone: 

https://nsps.myschoolstream.net/?style=embed


  



P&C News  



Harmony Fair: Friday 22 March 4.30pm - 8.00pm 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit www.thedempc.com.au for more information and to volunteer.  
 
Our next P&C meeting will be the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday  
13 March at 6:30pm in the school library. Please see the next page for more 
information. We look forward to seeing you there!  
 
If you'd like more information about the P&C go to www.thedempc.com.au, and 
if you have any questions, please contact me at president@thedempc.com.au. 

http://www.thedempc.com.au/
http://www.thedempc.com.au/
mailto:president@thedempc.com.au


P&C Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 

Wednesday 13 March at 6:30pm in the 

school library. 

P&C office bearer roles to be elected at the AGM: 
1 x President: The President is responsible for the successful functioning of the 
P&C including chairing meetings, overseeing P&C activities and acting as the P&C’s 
spokesperson at public events and with the school.  
 
2 x Vice Presidents: The Vice President role is ideally shared between two people 
and supports the President and other committee members with events, taking on 
independent projects as required, attending the P&C and Executive meetings and 
taking minutes in the absence of the Secretary.  
 
1 x Treasurer: The Treasurer receives and deposits monies, maintains records, 
draws cheques and presents accounts. The Treasurer also ensures that all funds 
held and handled by the P&C are properly and openly accounted for as the 
Treasurer is responsible for all funds held in the name of the P&C.  
 
1x Secretary: The Secretary prepares, in consultation with the President, all 
meeting agendas, attends P&C meetings, manages correspondence, writes & 
distributes the minutes of the meetings and maintains the official records of the P&C. 
. 

The P&C also has a number of sub-committees: 
Tuck Shop: provides oversight of the Tuck Shop business. Ideally two people. 
 
Uniform Shop: provides oversight of the Uniform Shop business. Ideally two people. 
 
Compliance: ensures that the P&C is operating within the required legal and 
compliance framework. 
 
Communication: ensures that the P&C is communicating effectively with the school 
community. 
 
Environment: organises working bees to improve the school environment. This role 
also looks for opportunities to improve the school environment by managing grant 
applications that have been identified as appropriate for the school. 
 
Events/ Fundraising: organises different events at the school including Harmony 
Fair, the Spellathon, the K-2 Disco and the End of Year Festival. Each event should 
have its own organising group for optimal outcomes. 

  



  



UNIFORM SHOP The Uniform Shop sells new and second-hand school uniforms.   

Regular opening hours during School Term: 

 Monday 8.30am – 9.30am; 

 Wednesday and Friday 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 

Email uniform orders to DemUniformShop@gmail.com  
See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/ for more information. 
 
 
TUCKSHOP Hot food can only be ordered through Munch Monitor. 
 
Steps to set-up your Munch Monitor account: 
1. Go to: www.munchmonitor.com/Account/Login 

2. New users need to register (school ID is “nsds”; school password is munch2060”)   Questions- 

email: info@munchmonitor.com 

Current Munch Monitor users: remember to change your child’s class to their 2019 class via 

the student profile in Munch Monitor. 

See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/ for more information. 
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Dem Community News   
Lost hearing device – if found please bring it to the school office, call the 
parent directly at 0430470076 or email annis.lch@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

 

NSDS Redbacks Mixed under 10 soccer team needs 1 or 2 players (girl or boy) for 
2019 season. Please contact Naomi Liddle 0412404033 for details. 

 

North Sydney United Football Club looking for players in all age groups especially 

in the young age groups from U6. Please view our website for more information or 

email clubadmin@northsydneyunited.com.au http://www.northsydneyunited.com.au/ 

 

Under 11’s Netball Team looking for some players (no experience necessary) to 
join our Under 11’s Netball team. Games will be held on Friday evenings starting in 
April.  If you are interested email amanda.as.smith@gmail.com 

 

Part Time Accounts Assistant Job in North Sydney – flexible, school friendly hours 
depending on experience. Email your application to finance@finclear.com.au  

 

Part Time Reception Job in North Sydney - School friendly hours 10am - 3pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Email your interest to contact@ridge26.com.au  

 

IT skilled volunteer needed for Systems Support Analyst role with charity based in 
Mosman. Part-time, flexible hours and days.  More information 9960 7077 or 
info@seebeyondborders.org 

 

Australian Red Cross blood donations to make an appointment call: 13 14 95 or 
visit: https://www.donateblood.com.au/blood-donor-centre/north-sydney-mobile-
donor-centre-mary-mackillop-place 

 

JAFFA - Friday afternoons from 3pm-4:45pm, for year 3-6 students, held at St 

Thomas' Anglican Church. Free! For more information: www.st-thomas.org.au/jaffa 

or email: Jaffa@st-thomas.org.au  

 

Key Assets: Looking for foster carers call: 1800 WE CARE or see 

iwanttofoster.com.au     

 

World Education Program (WEP) is looking for volunteer host families for overseas 

students arriving in Australia in 2019. Go to wep.org.au  
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aul.watson@bigmusic.com.au 
  

  
 

 

 

Note: 25% early booking discount on ASC                    https://www.thespeechschool.com.au/ 
3-day camps if booked by Sunday 17 March  

https://www.thespeechschool.com.au/
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