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What’s On 
In 2019? 

 

Wednesday 27 February 

* Intermediate Band 

 

Thursday 28 February 

* Senior Band  

 

Friday 1 March 

* Junior Band 

* Anti-Bullying incursion for 

Years 4-6 

* PSSA Competition 

 

Monday 4 March 

* Year 1 Excursion to the Field 

of Mars, North Ryde (1CB, 

1JA & 1SP attending) 

* Premier’s Reading Challenge 

opens 

 

Wednesday 6 March 

* Intermediate Band 

* Year 1 Excursion to the Field 

of Mars, North Ryde (1LJ and 

1MM attending) 

 

Thursday 7 March 

* Senior Band 

* Teeball Training  

* Parent Reading Workshop 

 

Friday 8 March 

* Junior Band 

* Oztag Training 

* PSSA competition 

 

Monday 11 March 

* Student Executive excursion 

 

Wednesday 13 March 

* Intermediate Band 

 

Thursday 14 March 

* Senior Band 

* Teeball Training 

* Selective High School 

Placement Test 

Week 4 – Friday 22 February 2019 
 

Student Leadership Induction  
On Monday we held our Semester One Leadership Induction Ceremony.  
Congratulations to all our Eco Ambassadors, Student Council 
Representatives, Library Monitors (pictured below with Ms Williams), House 
Captains, Flag Monitors and of course the Year Six Student Executive.  It was 
also wonderful to have so many parents present to share in the students’ 
excitement. Well done everyone! 

 

Swimming Carnival 
Tuesday was a beautiful day to be poolside while 230 North Sydney Dem 
students participated in one or more races at the swimming carnival. The 
event was well organised by our dedicated staff and I thank all the parent 
helpers who also assisted with various roles on the day. It was a particularly 
exciting day for Dylan and Joel, who broke the following school records: 
 
Dylan for: 

 10 Yr Boys 50m Freestyle with a new time of 32.44 seconds 

 Junior Boys 50m Breaststroke with a new time of 46.78 seconds 

 Junior Boys 50m Backstroke with a new time of 38.62 seconds 

 Junior Boys 50m Butterfly with a new time of 38.72 seconds 

 Open Boys 100m with a new time of 1.10.84 minutes 

 Junior Boys Individual Medley with a new time of 2.53.59 minutes 
 
Joel for: 

 12 Yr Boys 50m Freestyle with a new time of 32.96 seconds 

 12 Yr Boys 50m Breaststroke with a new time of 50.81 seconds 

 12 Yr Boys 50m Backstroke with a new time of 42.09 seconds 

 Senior Boys Individual Medley with a new time of 3.09.65 minutes 
 
Joel also broke the current Open Boys 100m record with a time of 1.16.81 
minutes before Dylan broke the record again! 



Congratulations Dylan and Joel on your outstanding efforts! 
All other time results will be available next week and students will be 
advised if they will be attending the Zone Swimming Carnival which will be 
held on Friday 15 March. Due to renovations at the Lane Cove Aquatic 
Centre, this year’s Zone Carnival will be held at the Drummoyne Swimming 
Centre.  Students who achieved the three fastest times in their age group, 
for each race event, will receive a ribbon at the Term 2 Sports Ribbon 
Ceremony. Please note that your child may have placed 1st or 2nd in their 
heat but may not qualify for a ribbon if their heat time was not 
competitive. Ribbon recipients will be notified this term. 

 
Anti-bullying Incursion – Brainstorm Productions 
Today, students in K-3 participated in ‘The Protectors’ program focusing on 
Bullying, eSafety and Resilience. The students were engaged by Serena and 
Leo who showed students how to use their ‘protect tools’ to stop and freeze, 
be assertive, and empathy and stand up for themselves and others in a 
positive way. 

Next Friday, students in Years 4 -6 will participate in the ‘Saving Lil and 
Archie’ program focusing on Positive Behaviours, Bullying and eSafety. 

Please see page 8 of this newsletter for information on resources developed 
by the Government. 

 
Scripture Program 
Scripture classes commenced this week. Your child’s scripture group is as nominated by you at the time of 
enrolment. Students who do not attend a scripture class are placed in a non-scripture group where they 
will read, complete homework or engage in activities that revise already taught concepts. In the event 
that a scripture teacher is unavailable your child will also attend non-scripture. Students will not be able 
to change scripture classes without a valid reason being provided by their parent. Unfortunately, due to 
large student numbers, the sampling of multiple scripture classes throughout the year is not possible.  
 
Ethics Program 
Ethics is offered as an alternative to non-scripture and has been available to students at the Dem for the 
past 7 years. There has been a lot of interest in Ethics classes, however while the demand is high, the 
number of Ethics teachers available across grades is low. As such, the program has needed to be 
reassessed in 2019 and we cannot guarantee placements for existing Ethics students. All students 
interested in participating with Ethics will need to complete an Expression of Interest form (see page 10 of 
this newsletter) and will go into a ballot. Allocation of Ethics classes will be determined by the availability 
of volunteer teachers on each grade/stage. If Ethics is possible in your child’s grade, interested/eligible 
students will be chosen by ballot. To be eligible students must currently be enrolled in non-scripture. 
Ethics classes should be able to commence on Wednesday 6 March. 
 
Could you be an Ethics Teacher for North Sydney Demonstration School 
Ethics classes are run by volunteers working with Primary Ethics, the not-for-profit organization approved 
by the Department of Education to run the Ethics Program in NSW primary schools. The program depends 
on volunteers and we are regularly recruiting ethics teachers.  Please consider whether you or someone 
you know would be interested in volunteering. Suitable volunteers have an interest in children’s 
education and development of critical thinking skills and must be available to take a 45 minute class on 
Wednesday mornings each week. Ethics Teachers receive full training by Primary Ethics and classes and 
follow an approved curriculum. In Ethics classes, children learn how to think logically, disagree 
respectfully and support their arguments with evidence, rather than act according to blind habit or peer 
pressure. For more information please visit www.primaryethics.com.au  or email Diana Burrell 
dianaburrell@hotmail.com . 
 
  

http://www.primaryethics.com.au/
mailto:dianaburrell@hotmail.com


Zurich Tower Crane Naming Competition 
Zurich Tower is currently under development in Mount Street, North Sydney. The construction company, 
Roberts Pizzarotti (in conjunction with Zurich Financial Services) is running a naming competition with 
local schools in the North Sydney Council area, for their recently installed crane.  Should your child be 
interested in participating, you will find an entry form on page 17 of this newsletter, or they can ask their 
class teacher for a form.  All entries need to be returned to the school by Monday 8 April and they will be 
submitted collectively by North Sydney Dem.  On offer for the winning entry is $2,000 worth of library 
books for the school and an invitation to the crane naming ceremony.  Good luck! 
 
Creative Arts Programs - 2019 
If your child would like to become involved in one of the creative arts programs at our school please read 
the explanation detailed below on how to apply:  
1. Students can be accepted into a Creative Arts Program in 3 ways:   

a.  A successful audition (limited places), or   
b.  A priority ballot for students who have not already been in 2 or more creative arts programs in 

the last 2 years, or 
c. A possible final general ballot for students who have been in 2 or more creative arts programs in 

the last 2 years. This ballot will only be run if there are still places available in the program. 
2. Please note that a number of places in each Creative Arts Program have been reserved for students 

who are successful through an audition process. This will ensure that students who are gifted and 
talented in the creative arts have the same opportunity to be extended in their area of talent as 
students who are gifted in other areas such as academic fields and sport. 

3. Our Creative Arts Groups for 2019 are: 
a. Choir ( K-2, Stage 2 and Stage 3); 
b. Recorder Ensemble (Years 3 to 6) 
c. Annie the musical (for all grades). 

4. Joining the school’s band program does not require an audition. This program runs after school for 
students in Years 3 to 6. If you are interested in joining the band please email 
kate.crilly@det.nsw.edu.au 

 
An expression of interest note for recorder was made available to interested students in Years 3 to 6 
this week and an audition expression of interest note for the Annie musical was sent home to all 
students this week. Please see page 7 of this newsletter for a copy of the Annie audition note, which is 
due for return on Monday 25 February 2019. 
 
Expression of interest notes for students interested in joining K-2, Junior and Senior  Choirs will be 
available in due course. Parents will be advised when these Expression of Interest notes become 
available. 
 
Stewart House Bags Reminder 
The last day to bring in Stewart House bags is Monday 25 February. Bags can be left in the McHatton 
Building open area near the staffroom and will be collected during next week. 
 
Selective High School Placement Test 
As a reminder for parents who have children sitting the Selective High School Placement Test, the test 
date is Thursday 14 March 2019 as advised in your confirmation letter from the Selective Schools Unit. 
 
High School Expressions of Interest 
Expression of Interest packs were sent home this week to Year 6 students advising of their local high 
school. Please return these forms to your child’s classroom teacher by Friday 15 March.  Parents please 
note that even if your child is enrolled into a Private School, it is a Department requirement that this form 
be completed and returned. 
 
  

mailto:kate.crilly@det.nsw.edu.au


ICAS 2019 
In 2019 students in Years 2-6 will once again have the opportunity to participate in ICAS testing. ICAS is an 
independent, skills-based assessment program. It is not compulsory and the results are not part of the 
North Sydney Demonstration School assessment program. ICAS is run by the University of NSW. You can 
find out more about ICAS via this link: https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/about 
In 2019 NSDS will be conducting each of the ICAS tests after school hours during September. We expect 
that the tests will be completed by approximately 4:30pm on the specified dates. Children will be 
supervised by NSDS teachers.  Please refer to page 9 for more information about the dates of each test 
and details on how to register. All registrations need to be submitted to the school office and paid for by 
Friday 29 March.  No late registrations will be accepted. 
 
Road Safety for School Drop-off and Pick-up 
Where circumstances mean that you must drive your child to school please be aware of the high 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic around the school.  Please note that the school carpark, available to staff 
only, is also a busy place on school mornings. 
The school will continue to encourage parking ranger presence in the afternoons and mornings to ensure 
that dangerous behaviours such as double parking and 3 point turns are discouraged. Driving behaviours 
being policed include: 

 Disobeying No Stopping or No Parking signs; 

 Stopping on/near a pedestrian crossing; 

 Double parking; and 

 Stopping on or across a driveway. 
Please see page 19 for information from North Sydney Council about parking around schools and bus 
safety. 
 

Myra Wearne, Principal 
(myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au) 

https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/about
mailto:(myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au


SCHOOL NEWS 

Recorder announcement for students in years 3-6 
As part of the extracurricular music program at the DEM, we will be re-forming 

the recorder group for 2019. This group allows students in years 3-6 to further 

develop their music skills as well as give them performance opportunities. 

Recorder group practice will be held on Tuesday lunchtimes, in 4EG in the River 

Building. Please return expression of interest notes to the office by Monday 4 

March 2019. If you have any enquiries, please contact Liz Garrick: 

Elizabeth.Garrick@det.nsw.edu.au. 

 

Statement of Account  
Term 1 2019 Statements of Account were emailed to parents on Monday 11 February  
2019.  When paying online (via POP) please check what is still outstanding by calling 
the Office on 9955 2822. Please keep a note of payments made so that you do not 
accidentally pay for items twice. Thank you. 

 

Stewart House  
Stewart House Clothing bags have been sent home with students.  Please return filled 
bags to the McHatton Open Area by Monday 25 February.  Thank you for your support. 
For more information: www.stewarthouse.org.au  

 

School Travel  
You can update student details (and apply for a new card) online at 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the school buses: 

 665w (morning) & 664w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215; 

 667w (afternoon) call North Sydney Depot: 9245 9261; 

 568w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215. 
For timetable and routing information please check the Opal app or follow this link: 
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/school-buses/ 

 

Spare clothes for school 
Please make sure your child (particularly in K to 2) has a spare pair of underpants and a 

pair of shorts in a plastic bag in their school bag each day.  The school office can lend 

outer clothes if necessary on a wash and return basis, but for hygiene reasons we 

cannot re-use underwear.  If your child has to be given a brand new pair of underpants 

to wear and keep a charge of $2.00 will be added to your account.   

  

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/school-buses/568w/26568-W


FABStar!  

FABStar! is an initiative to recognise 
positive behaviours in the playground. 
A FABStar! slip was drawn from all the 
students who received FABstar! slips in 
recognition of their positive behaviour 
on the playground last week.  

The K-2 FabStar! this 
week is Charlotte in Year 
2. She was kind to new 
classmates, inviting them 
to join in her game.  Thank 
you Charlotte! 
 

 

This week’s 3-6 FabStar!s are 

Sam and Barnaby from Year 5. 

These boys showed incredible 

respect by being considerate of 

the safety of others when 

playing cricket on the 3-6 

playground.   

Thank you boys for your 

kindness and care towards 

other students in the 

playground! 

 





  



 



  



Band News 
Band rehearsals 7:45am in the Hall: 

 Senior Band rehearsals: Thursday morning before school; 

 Intermediate Band rehearsals: Wednesday morning before school; 

 Junior Band rehearsals: Friday morning before school. 

 
Band rehearsals are now running for all bands. It has been terrific to see so many of our 
Year 3 students join the school band program this year! Please help your child to get to 
rehearsals on time to ensure that the group is able to practice effectively. Don't forget to 
bring your instrument, your music and a pencil to all rehearsals and lessons! 
Junior Band students and students new to the band program will be invited to order new 
school band t-shirts in the next few weeks.  
The uniform shop has advised that they also have heavily discounted t-shirts in 
excellent condition. Limited stock is available in sizes 8, 10, 12 and 14. Please contact 
the NSDS uniform shop for details.  
 
Rehearsal or Tutorial enquiries: Contact Directions in Music on 9662 2211 
 
General band enquiries: Any general enquiries regarding band should be directed to 
Ms Kate Crilly: kate.crilly@det.nsw.edu.au  
 
 

 

Library News 
 
Opening times 
The library is open every day before school and after school each day, except 
Wednesday, for borrowing.  Please pop in if you would like to change books for your 
child.  Students are also able to change books during their scheduled lessons or at 
lunch times on the appropriate day. 
K-2 Lunch Time – Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
3-6 Lunch Time – Tuesday and Thursday 
 
Parent Helpers 
We have a band of wonderful parent volunteers who help us with a range of library 
related jobs.  At the moment we very much need a parent to help with returns, loans 
and reshelving on a MONDAY morning, straight after the 8.55am bell, for about an hour. 
No prior experience needed.  It would also be great to have a few volunteers who can 
cover books for us – either here at school or at home.  Thank you to those who are 
happy to help.  
Email:  elizabeth.j.williams@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
Elizabeth Williams and Kylie Milostic 

  



School Stream 
If you would like to see school stream alerts etc. on your computer instead of your smart 

phone please go to: https://nsps.myschoolstream.net/?style=embed 

To see school stream alerts etc. on your smart phone: 

 

https://nsps.myschoolstream.net/?style=embed


P&C News  
 
 

Harmony Fair: Friday 22 March 4.30pm - 8.00pm 

Harmony Fair is a wonderful afternoon that allows us to welcome new families to the 
school, catch up with our old DEM friends and celebrate the diversity within our 
community. 
 
Planning for this event is underway so if you would like to run a cultural food stall or 
activity please contact Kristen Ring - kristen@kotachrome.com 
 

Visit www.thedempc.com.au in the coming weeks for more information and to 
volunteer at the event.  
 
Our next P&C meeting will be the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 13 March 
at 6:30pm in the school library. We look forward to seeing you there!  
 
If you'd like more information on the P&C - check out www.thedempc.com.au, and if 
you have any questions, please contact me at president@thedempc.com.au. 

 
 

UNIFORM SHOP The Uniform Shop sells new and second-hand school uniforms.   

Regular opening hours during School Term: 

 Monday 8.30am – 9.30am; 

 Wednesday and Friday 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 
 

Email uniform orders to DemUniformShop@gmail.com  
See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/ for more information. 
 
 
 
 

TUCKSHOP  
Hot food can only be ordered through Munch Monitor. 
 
Steps to set-up your Munch Monitor account: 
1. Go to: www.munchmonitor.com/Account/Login 

2. New users need to register (school ID is “nsds”; school password is 

munch2060”)   Questions- email: info@munchmonitor.com 

 

Current Munch Monitor users: remember to change your child’s class to 

their 2019 class via the student profile in Munch Monitor. 

See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/ for more information. 

  

mailto:kristen@kotachrome.com
http://www.thedempc.com.au/
http://www.thedempc.com.au/
mailto:president@thedempc.com.au
mailto:DemUniformShop@gmail.com
http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/
http://www.munchmonitor.com/
mailto:info@munchmonitor.com
http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/


  



Dem Community News   
 
Lost hearing device – please help! A Year 1 student lost her hearing 
device on 18 February at school (see photo).  If you find it please bring 
it to the school office, call the parent directly at 0430470076 or email 
annis.lch@gmail.com.  Thank you for your assistance!  
 
 

 
Under 11’s Netball Team – We are looking for some players (no experience 
necessary) to join our Under 11’s Netball team, games will be held on Friday 
evenings starting in April.  
If you are interested please email me: amanda.as.smith@gmail.com 
 
PART TIME RECEPTION JOB in North Sydney - School friendly Hours 10am - 3pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Start work by March 7 2019.  
Please email your interest to contact@ridge26.com.au or  
phone Adele Kozak 0401 275 288  
 

Want to use your IT skills to improve the lives of Cambodian 
children?  Experienced IT professional for volunteer Systems Support Analyst role 
with charity based in Mosman. Part-time, flexible hours and days.  More information 
9960 7077 or info@seebeyondborders.org 

 

NSDS Redbacks Mixed under 10 soccer team needs 1 or 2 players (girl or boy) for 
2019 season. Please contact Naomi Liddle 0412404033 for details. 

 

Australian Red Cross blood donations to make an appointment call: 13 14 95 or 
visit: https://www.donateblood.com.au/blood-donor-centre/north-sydney-mobile-
donor-centre-mary-mackillop-place 

 

JAFFA - Friday afternoons from 3pm-4:45pm, for year 3-6 students, held at St 

Thomas' Anglican Church. Free! For more information: www.st-thomas.org.au/jaffa 

or email: Jaffa@st-thomas.org.au  

 

Key Assets: Looking for foster carers – please call: 1800 WE CARE or see 

iwanttofoster.com.au     

 

World Education Program (WEP) is looking for volunteer host families for overseas 

students arriving in Australia in 2019. Go to wep.org.au  
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Note: 25% early booking discount on ASC 3-day 

camps if booked by Sunday 17 March 2019.   
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 If  

aul.watson@bigmusic.com.au 
  

  
 

 

 

  

http://www.directionsinmusic.com.au
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