
   The Dem  

   Newsletter 

What’s On? 
 

Sunday 28 October 

* Last chance to order 

Mangoes for Year 6 

fundraiser! 

 

Monday 29 October 

* Junior Choir, 8:20am 

* Junior Choir performance in 

Ryde Spectacular at Sydney 

Opera House, meet at 6pm 
 

Tuesday 30 October 

* Yr4 REAPS (anti-bullying) 

project – cushion & gold coin 

* eSafety Forum, 6:30pm at 

Monte Sant’ Angelo College 
 

Wednesday 31 October 

* Intermediate Band 
 

Thursday 1 November 

* Senior Band 

* Oztag Training 8:25am 

* School Tour 9:15am from 

office foyer 
 

Friday 2 November 

* Junior Band 

* Teeball Training 8:25am 

* Sports in School / PSSA 

 

Monday 5 November 

* Kindy Orientation 

 

Tuesday 6 November 

* Year 2 Incursion 

 

Wednesday 7 November 

* Intermediate Band 

 

Thursday 8 November 

* Senior Band 

* Oztag Training 8:25am 

* Kindy Orientation 

 

Friday 9 November 

* Junior Band 

* Teeball Training 8:25am 

* Sports in School / PSSA 

 

 

Week 2 – Friday 26 October 2018 
 

End of Year Festival – Save the Date! 
This year’s Festival will be held on Friday 7 December – mark the date in your 
calendars!  Unfortunately North Sydney Oval is not available this year.  The Festival 
will be held on site at the Dem.  If you would like to run a food or activity stall, or 
wish to volunteer your time, please contact the P&C President at 
president@thedempc.com.au.  We look forward to another fun-filled 
afternoon/evening of performances, rides and activities.  We will keep you updated 
in the Dem Newsletter. 
 
Please see P&C News on page 12 of this newsletter for all other important 
information and local community events. 
 
Tell Them From Me Parent Survey 
The Tell Them From Me parent survey link will close tonight, Friday 26 October. 
Thank you to those who have taken the time to complete the survey; however that 
has only been 31 parents/carers. All last minute survey takers are welcome to use 
this link:  https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/b38gn. 
 
Crows Nest Festival 
It was lovely to see our K-2 Choir 
and Bands up on stage last Sunday 
at the Crows Nest Festival.  Thank 
you to all who participated and we 
hope families enjoyed the 
performances as well as 
everything else the festival had to 
offer. Thanks to Phil Molloy and 
Directions in Music, Mr 
Grimmond, Ms Lanigan, Mrs 
Johnson and Miss Payne for 
supporting the school on the day. 

 

Year 6 Mango Fundraiser 
This is your last chance to order some delicious Kensington Pride mangoes in 
support of the Year 6 fundraiser.  As Year 6 finish their final year at the Dem, they 
are raising money to purchase a farewell gift to the school. 
Mangoes need to be ordered by SUNDAY 28 OCTOBER via Trybooking: 
https://www.trybooking.com/XMHL and will be available for collection from school 
on Thursday 22 and Friday 23 November. Thank you for your support. See page 11. 

mailto:president@thedempc.com.au
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Premier’s Reading Challenge – Magic Show 
"On Tuesday this week, a magician visited our 
school for everyone who doubled (or more) the 
Premier's Reading Challenge or where the whole 
class completed the challenge. Jack Sharp 
performed a deliciously funny show and 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed it. Special thanks to 
Jack from Jack Sharp Magic and congratulations 
to all the high achievers in the PRC." 
(written by Nivriti and Samantha, Library 
Monitors) 
 
Well done to all students and classes who went 
above and beyond in this year’s Premier’s 
Reading Challenge. 
Thank you to Ms Williams and Mrs Milostic in the Library for their hard work and organising a fun reward for 
these students’ efforts. 
 
Year 4 REAPS 
As part of Year 4’s REAPS project this year, classes have been thinking of solutions to deal with school bullying. 
One solution students have come up with is to be able to create a ‘chill out’ zone in each classroom, across all 
grades, with giant comfy pillows or cushions. Their idea is that this will be a space where students can take time 
out in a quiet, comfortable space if they are feeling sad and need to talk to someone.  To follow through with this 
idea, students are being asked to bring in a small pillow/cushion to sit on during class next Tuesday, 30 October.  
A gold coin donation will go towards setting up the chill out zones in classrooms. Year 4 is appreciative of your 
support.  
 
eSafety Forum for interested parents/carers 
Trent Zimmerman, Federal Member for North Sydney is hosting an eSafety Forum for interested families that will 
provide information around being safe on-line and technology strategies to help parents. This free event is being 
held at Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College next week on Tuesday 30 October. I would strongly urge Stage 3 
parents to attend this session if there are spaces still available. See page 16.  
 
Christmas Card Drawing Competition 
If your child is interested in providing a drawing for Mr Zimmerman’s annual Christmas Card competition for 
primary schools, please refer to page 19 of this newsletter for details.  An entry form can be collected from your 
classroom teacher or the school office and will need to be returned by Tuesday 6 November and we will submit all 
entries together from the Dem. The theme this year is ‘What Christmas means to me’. Good luck! 
 
Swim Scheme Program 
A second Expression of Interest note has been handed out to interested students in Years 2-6 this week. If you 
would like your child to participate in this program please return this note to the school by Monday 5 November. 
A copy can be found on page 8 of this newsletter. The Department of Education’s Swim Scheme program focuses 
on children in Years 2-6 who are not yet confident swimmers and are unable to swim 25m unaided. Swim Scheme 
will only be opened up to other students (i.e. students who are already strong swimmers) if there are spaces 
available after the 5 November deadline. Swim Scheme will take place for two weeks from Monday 26 November 
through to Friday 7 December. 
 
Selective High School Applications – Year 7 in 2020 
Parents wishing to apply for a Selective High School placement in 2020, must apply online via the NSW 
Department of Education’s Selective High Schools and Opportunity Classes unit by 10pm on Monday  
12 November 2018. No late entries will be accepted. 
Parents also need to complete and return the ‘Intention to Apply’ note which was sent home at the end of last 
term with Year 5 students.  A copy of the note can be found on page 10 and should have been returned to your 
child’s classroom teacher today. If you have not yet done so, please make sure the note is received early next 
week. Further information about Selective High Schools can be located on the Department’s website: 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes 
For specific assistance with the online application process, please contact the High Performing Students Unit on 
1300 880 367 or by email ssu@det.nsw.edu.au.   

mailto:ssu@det.nsw.edu.au


Term 4 Grade Newsletters 
Look out for your child’s Grade Newsletter which will be uploaded to both the school website and Schoolstream 
and available to you early next week. Please take the time to read these newsletters to keep you up to date with 
what your child is doing this Term.  
 
AdCom Parent Representatives for 2019 
We are looking to recruit two new parent representatives for the Advisory Committee to the University of Sydney 
(AdCom).  Our long term parent representative Mrs Diane Jackson is leaving our Dem family this year due to her 
daughter moving on to high school. We would like to thank Diane for her support of AdCom over the years and 
wish her and her family all the best. 
 
For any interested parents, AdCom meets once per term (on a Tuesday after school) and provides a centralised 
forum for communication and feedback between North Sydney Demonstration School and the University of 
Sydney. This year the committee consists of Melissa Tracy (rel. Deputy Principal & AdCom Chairperson), Myra 
Wearne (NSDS Principal), Ashley Grimmond (Dep Principal and Pre-Service teacher coordinator), Dr Jon Callow 
from the University of Sydney, Rebecca Rawson (Year 5 Team Leader) and Jenny Davies (Year 2 Classroom 
Teacher), and Diane Jackson. 
 
It is the responsibility of the committee to approve all research that takes place in our school; to organise our 
annual TeachMeet where schools from the region share their practice; to oversee the Scholarly Reading Group 
where teachers at the Dem read and discuss new research in Education; and to coordinate the placement of  
Pre-Service teachers.  
 
If you are interested in being a part of AdCom in 2019, please send an Expression of Interest, via email, to Melissa 
Tracy (AdCom Chairperson) by Friday 14 December, at melissa.strong1@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
Student Health and Wellbeing 
I would like to remind parents & carers that children showing symptoms of an infectious disease should be kept at 
home until they are confirmed by a doctor to be non-contagious. Thank you to those parents who have quickly 
informed us of their child’s illness. The school can be contacted at nthsyddem-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au. We 
appreciate your continued cooperation in keeping everyone safe and healthy. 
 
Absences 
If your child is absent from school you must inform your child’s teacher or the school office on the day. Please 
email your child’s teacher and/or the school office nthsyddem-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au with your child’s details 
and the reason for their absence from school. Please help us by always emailing or calling the school office on 
9955 2822 to provide this information.  
 
Are you Returning to the Dem in 2019? 
This term is an important and busy time when preparations begin for 2019. It is vital that the ‘Are you returning to 
NSDS in 2019’ notes are returned to your child’s class teacher. These notes went home with every child last week 
and were due for return today, Friday 26 October. If you are yet to complete a note, please see a copy on page 9 
of this newsletter. Having an informed projection of student numbers in 2019 allows us to ensure we have the 
very best teachers for your child. 
 
Do you know someone starting school next year? 
Enrolments are open for 2019 at North Sydney Demonstration School. Enrolling now will ensure that children are 
booked into the school’s Orientation Program and that parents are aware of all dates for future information 
evenings and school tours. School tours are scheduled in Term 4 on Thursday 1 November and Tuesday 4 
December 2018. 

 
 
Myra Wearne, Principal 
myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Junior Choir (Year 3&4)  

Monday, October 29 is our last rehearsal. Please drop off your child early for an 8.20am 
rehearsal. I will see you at our meeting point at the Opera House at 5.50pm. Please refer to 
the yellow reminder note for all of the details of the performance night. 
Sue Manning, Junior Choir Coordinator 
 

Statement of Account  
Term 4 Statements of Account were emailed to parents on Monday 15 October  
2018.  If you have recently made a payment, thank you for your payment and please ignore the 
reminder.  When paying online (via POP) please check what is still outstanding by calling the 
Office on 9955 2822. Please keep a note of payments made so that you do not accidentally pay 
for items twice. Thank you. 

 

School Travel 
You can update student details (and apply for a new card) online at 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the school buses: 

 665W (morning) & 664W (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215; 

 667W (afternoon) call North Sydney Depot: 9245 9261. 

 

Volunteering at the Dem 
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers at the Dem.  As part of DoE child protection and security 
measures, please remember to sign in and out at the school office.  The office will also need to 
have a completed 2018 Volunteer Statutory Declaration or current WWCC on file for you. Thank 
you for your help! 

 

Late Arrivals and Early Departures  
All students who arrive late and/or leave early must be signed in/out by parents at the front 
office where they will be given an attendance slip to take to the teachers.  

 

Please check your voicemail for a message 
If you have received a missed call from the school, please check your voicemail messages so 

the office will know where to direct your call when you call back.   

 

Spare clothes for school 
Please make sure your child (particularly in K to 2) has a spare pair of underpants and a pair of 

shorts in a plastic bag in their school bag each day.  The school office can lend outer clothes if 

necessary on a wash and return basis, but for hygiene reasons we cannot re-use underwear.  If 

your child has to be given a brand new pair of underpants to wear and keep, a charge of $2.00 

to cover the cost, will be added to your account.   

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/


FABStar!  

FABStar! is an initiative to recognise 
positive behaviours in the playground. 
A FABStar! slip was drawn from all the 
students who received FABstar! slips in 
recognition of their positive behaviour 
on the playground last week.  

 

The K-2 Fabstar! this week is 
Billy from Year 2. He comforted a 
friend who was upset and offered 
to play a game with him. Billy 
even offered to play the position 
in the game that he knew his 
friend didn't like. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 3-6 Fabstar! this week is 
Amira from Year 5 
who helped a new student 
settle in at the Dem. She 
found some friends for our 
new student to play with and 
made sure she wasn't alone. 
Thank you Amira! 

 



  

Band News 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
Monday December 3: End of Year Band Concert – all bands, North Sydney 

Leagues Club. 

 

Year 2 Band Demonstration 
This week the students in Year 2 attended the annual Band Demonstration, 

conducted by Phil Molloy from Directions in Music. This event is the first stage in the 

recruitment process for the 2019 Junior band. As usual, the session was highly 

entertaining and thanks go to Mr Molloy for his enthusiasm and continued support of 

our band program. Thanks also go to the following Senior Band students who gave 

up their time to assist with the demonstration: Arvind, Ava, Charlie, Erica, Sophie, 

Matilda and Neha.  

 

                                                                         

 

Ava, Zoe and Nathan try out some instruments at the Band Demonstration. 

Information regarding the 2019 Junior Band recruitment process was issued to 

students following the demonstration. Further enquiries should be made to Directions 

in Music (96622211).  Please see the application form on the next page – this can be 

completed and returned to the School Office. 

Junior Band Concert 

Photos and a review of the wonderful Junior Band concert, which was held in the hall 

on Thursday evening, will appear in next week’s newsletter. 

Enquiries Any general enquiries regarding band should be directed to Melissa 

Lanigan (Melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au)  

mailto:Melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au


 



  





  



Year 6 Farewell Mango Fundraiser  

As Year 6 finish their final year at the Dem, they would like to raise money to purchase a 

farewell gift to the school. They are selling trays of Kensington Pride mangoes straight from 

the orchard in Bowen for distribution at school in the week beginning 19 November. Orders 

are open via the following link: https://www.trybooking.com/XMHL.  Final date for orders is 

28 October. Year 6 is grateful for your support of this fundraising initiative. 

https://www.trybooking.com/XMHL


P&C News  
  

Save the Date - 2018 End of Year Festival: Friday 7 December  
The End of Year Festival will take place on Friday the 7th of December. It is set to be 
an awesome afternoon & evening of performances, food, activities and rides – so 
make sure to keep it clear in your diary.  Planning is already underway but to help 
make it a success for all our kids, we need the assistance of the parent body. To that 
end, we're looking for parents from each Year Group (Kindy through to Year 6) to 
help organise and run a stall. If you, or friends from your classes, have an idea for a 
stall (or even if you can't come up with an idea - we can help you with that and we'll 
also provide lots of support. It's not as scary as you might think), please talk to your 
class parents, or contact David at the P&C at president@thedempc.com.au  

 

Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link Motorway 
A new information night is being held especially for parents of the Dem and St 
Mary's schools. Project information, community impacts, and the alternative rail 
option, will be covered. The venue is the Union Hotel, 271 Pacific Hwy, from 7pm-
8pm, Thursday 8 November, 2018.  It is being hosted on behalf of the Dem P&C 
and St Mary's P&F. RSVP (free): https://www.trybooking.com/YZGS 
If you’d like to find out more information please visit: https://www.stopthetunnel.org/ 
 
Thank you to the Union Hotel for their kind hosting of this event!  See 
http://www.unionhotel.com.au/ for other events at the Union Hotel. 

 

NSW Curriculum Review  
You may have heard that the NSW school curriculum is under review. This is the first 
comprehensive review since 1989. Consultation is now open, until the end of 
November. To have your say: https://www.nswcurriculumreview.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ 
There are also two roadshows coming up in October. To find details of 
times/locations and to register: 
https://www.nswcurriculumreview.nesa.nsw.edu.au/home/attendRoadShow/landing/r
s/attendRoadShow 
 

 
Review into Mobile Devices in Schools 
The NSW Minister for Education has launched a review into the risks and benefits 
associated with the use of mobile devices in schools. For more information or to get 
involved: https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-reports/our-reports-
and-reviews/mobile-devices-in-schools 

  

 
P&C MEETINGS 
Everyone is welcome to attend our monthly meetings. The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 14 November at 6:30pm in the library. If you'd like to add something to 
the agenda or are unable to make it but would like to have your say, please contact 
Dave at president@thedempc.com.au, or visit us at http://www.thedempc.com.au/  
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P&C News Cont’d  
 
Adult & Toddler Gardening Club (9am Thursdays)  

We will be meeting 9am every Thursday (except rainy mornings) at the front of 
the school for about an hour. Please join us whenever you can. We'll have a 
cup of tea or two as well.  If you would to talk to us about your gardening 
ideas, please feel to email Lucy Sarto via the P&C website. 

 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
Please check in lost property (near the Uniform Shop in the Pacific Building) for any 
lost items.  Unnamed non-school wear Items will be donated to Vinnies periodically. 
Unnamed school items will be donated to the school second hand shop every Friday 
so please label items brought to school with your LAST NAME & CLASS. 

 

We need a few volunteers to help with lost property please– more 

hands make light work – can you spare 15-30minutes on a Friday or other morning? 

Please email donovanpippa@gmail.com   

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP The Uniform Shop sells new and second-hand school uniforms.   

Opening hours: 

 Monday 8.30am – 9.30am; 

 Wednesday and Friday 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 

Email uniform orders to DemUniformShop@gmail.com  
See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/ for more information. 

 
 
TUCKSHOP  
Hot food can only be ordered through Munch Monitor. 
 
Fruit salad will be available in Term 4 - $4. 
  

Steps to set-up your Munch Monitor account: 
1. Go to: www.munchmonitor.com/Account/Login 

2. New users need to register (school ID is “nsds”; school password is 

munch2060”)   Questions- email: info@munchmonitor.com 

See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/ for more information. 
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Dem Community News   
 

Spit Swimming Club at Balmoral Baths New members are welcome to join us for 
Saturday morning races at Balmoral Beach Baths from the end of October until 
Easter.  For more information see: www.spitswimclub.org 

Spooktactular on Sunday, 28 October 2018 at Club Willoughby Auditorium at, 
Crabbes Ave, Willoughby at 4.00pm.  Fun, magical & scary music by the Sydney 
Wind Symphony for the family to enjoy – Adults $20, CHILDREN ARE FREE. 

 

Australian Girls Choir – Open Days on Sunday October 28 (Beecroft or Waverley) 

or Saturday November 3 (Caringbah) to try our fun and inclusive classes and learn 

more about being part of the AGC! Please contact us if you would like to attend an 

Open Day. Ph 1800 338 142 or email headoffice@asagroup.com.au 

Young Chamber Orchestra AMACO  Arco Music Academy 

is looking for young musicians, who like to participate in our new 

orchestras in the North Shore. For further information please visit our website 

arcomusic.com.au or send an email to amaco.arcomusicacademy@gmail.com. 

Applications close on the 31st of October.  

Australian Red Cross blood donations Make an appointment call: 13 14 95 
https://www.donateblood.com.au/blood-donor-
centre/north-sydney-mobile-donor-centre-mary-
mackillop-place 

Tackers Learn to Sail Learn to sail at Royal 

Sydney Yacht Squadron, Peel St, Kirribilli ph 

9017 0154 or visit: www.rsys.com.au/tackers 

Greenwich Learn to Sail Learn to sail at 

Greenwich ph 0468 655 228;  

email: gsc-training@gsc.org.au or visit: 

gsc.org,au 

JAFFA - Friday afternoons from 3pm-4:45pm, 

for year 3-6 students, held at St Thomas' 

Anglican Church. Free! For more information: 

www.st-thomas.org.au/jaffa or email: Jaffa@st-

thomas.org.au  

http://www.spitswimclub.org/
mailto:headoffice@asagroup.com.au
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Dem Community News   
Key Assets: Looking for foster carers – please call: 1800 WE CARE or see 

iwanttofoster.com.au     

World Education Program (WEP) Australia is looking for volunteer host families for 

overseas students arriving in Australia in February 2019. Go to wep.org.au for more 

information 

Typing 4 KIDS Touch-typing: the skill of using the correct finger on the correct key 

to build muscle memory in the fingers whilst not looking at the keyboard. We can 

help your child with this life skill from Term 4 Ph: 0415 445 785 

info@typing4kids.com.au     
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aul.watson@bigmusic.com.au 
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