
   The Dem  

   Newsletter 

What’s On? 
 

Sunday 11 November 

* Remembrance Day – 

Centenary of the Armistice, 

Student Executive attending. 
 

Monday 12 November 

* Kindy Orientation 

* Applications close at 10pm 

for Selective High School 
 

Wednesday 14 November 

* Intermediate Band 

* P&C Meeting, 6:30pm in the 

Library 
 

Thursday 15 November 

* Senior Band 

* Kindy Orientation 
 

Friday 16 November 

* Junior Band 

* Teeball Training 8:25am 

* Oztag Training 8:25am 

* Sports in School / PSSA 
 

Sunday 18 November 

* P&C Working Bee from 10am 

to 2pm 
 

Monday 19 November 

* Preliminary Finals for 

Student Executive 2019 
 

Wednesday 21 November 

* Intermediate Band 

* Year 6 Fair 
 

Thursday 22 November 

* Senior Band 

* Kindy Orientation 

* Finals for Student Executive 

2019, 11:50am–2:10pm in the 

Hall (parents welcome) 
 

Friday 23 November 

* Junior Band 

* Teeball Training 8:25am 

* Oztag Training 8:25am 

* Sports in School / PSSA 

* All Bands Rehearsal, 10:35 – 

11:55am in the Hall 

 

Week 4 – Friday 9 November 2018 
 

2019 Art Auction in lieu of Musical    

In 2019 the school will be holding an Art Auction which will showcase individual 
student artworks along with class artworks. The Art Auction will complement our 
Festival of the Arts and is another way that students can demonstrate their skills 
and passion for the arts. The Auction will run instead of a school musical. We are, of 
course, disappointed not to be presenting a musical in 2019, however a successful 
musical requires a high level of expertise in not only  directing but also in 
determining and coordinating music, lighting and sound requirements. 
Unfortunately our very talented Mrs Thomas, who previously directed all of our 
school musicals, is now living in Lithuania.  

Prior to finalising our decision not to hold a school musical, I would like to ask for 
any member of our parent body who has extensive experience directing and 
leading school musicals to contact me to discuss this further. The Director would 
need to have the time available to lead rehearsals and coordinate a parent and 
teacher volunteer team during 2019 and especially in the final months of 2019.  

If this is you please contact me on myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au  
 

Class Placements for 2019  

The placing of children into new classes each year is a complex process. Classes at 
the DEM are not graded academically and each year we strive to ensure that we 
have well balanced classes taking into consideration the following points: 

•   Gender; •   Academic ability; 

•   Language needs; •   Medical needs; and 

•   Behavioural needs. 

If you feel there are exceptional circumstances that need to be considered when 
allocating your child to a class for 2019, a referral form will need to be submitted to 
the School’s Learning Support Team. This form will need to be completed by your 
child’s current school or pre-school teacher and by you.  

Please note there are two parent forms. One is a request to have your child 
separated from another student. The second form is a request for your child to be 
placed with another child.  

Please be aware that these requests are only granted in exceptional circumstances.  
You will find a copy of these forms on pages 7 & 8 of this newsletter.  

These forms will need to be completed and returned to the school office prior to 
Friday 23 November. The Learning Support Team will review the information 
provided along with any additional information supplied by you with regard to how 
your child’s learning may be impacted by being separated from (or placed with) any 
other student . We ask for feedback on any social or emotional issues as well.   

In previous years we have ensured that all children are placed with one of seven 
friends that they have nominated. We are no longer able to guarantee that this will 
be the case in 2019. Our priority will be to ensure that each class has a balance of 
needs and abilities. If your child is not placed with one of their seven nominated 
friends the school will contact you prior to the end of Term 4 to communicate this 
and to discuss how your child will be supported in making new class friends in 2019.  
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Swim Scheme Program 

If your child was selected to participate in this year’s Swim Scheme Program, please make sure the note and 
payment are received in the office by Tuesday 13 November. Swim Scheme will take place for two weeks from 
Monday 26 November through to Friday 7 December. Please contact Mrs Melissa Bourke via email (Melissa-
sue.turner1@det.nsw.edu.au) if you have any queries relating to the program.  
 

Selective High School Applications – Year 7 in 2020 

Parents wishing to apply for a Selective High School placement in 2020, must apply online via the NSW 
Department of Education’s Selective High Schools and Opportunity Classes unit by 10pm on Monday,  
12 November 2018.  No late entries will be accepted.  Website link:  https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-
schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes.  For specific assistance with the online application 
process, please contact the High Performing Students Unit on 1300 880 367 or by email ssu@det.nsw.edu.au.   
 

Year 6 Fun Fair  

Our Year Six students are getting excited about hosting their very own fair on Wednesday 21 November. The fair 
will run from 11:05 – 11:50am for K-2 and from 12:05 – 12:50pm for Years 3-6. This annual fund raising tradition 
promises to be a lot of fun with games, activities and food all available for purchase. Students in K-5 may bring $5 
on the day to purchase food or take part in these activities with all funds raised going towards the Year Six gift to 
the school.   
 

Christmas Card Drawing Competition 

Thank you to all students who submitted an entry for Mr Zimmerman’s annual Christmas Card competition.  
There were some fantastic Christmas drawings.  All entries have been passed on to Mr Zimmerman’s office today.  
Good luck!  
 

End of Year Festival – Save the Date! 

This year’s Festival will be held on Friday 7 December – mark the date in your calendars!  Unfortunately North 
Sydney Oval is not available this year.  The Festival will be held on site at the Dem.  If you would like to run a food 
or activity stall, or wish to volunteer your time, please contact the P&C President at 
president@thedempc.com.au.  We look forward to another fun-filled afternoon/ evening of performances, rides 
and activities.  We will keep you updated in the Dem Newsletter.   
 

Please see P&C News on pages 9 to 12 of this newsletter for all other important information and local community 
events. 
 

Ethics Teacher required at The Dem 

Ethics classes operate at the The Dem for students in grades 1 to 6, and are run by volunteers working for Primary 
Ethics, the not-for-profit organization approved by the Department of Education to run the Ethics Program in 
NSW Primary Schools. Please consider whether you or someone you know would be interested in volunteering. 
Suitable volunteers have an interest in children’s education and development of critical thinking skills and must 
be available to take a 45minute class on Wednesday mornings each week. 

Ethics Teachers receive full training by Primary Ethics and classes follow an approved curriculum. In Ethics classes, 
children learn how to think logically, disagree respectfully and support their arguments with evidence rather than 
act according to blind habit or peer pressure. 

For more information please visit www.primaryethics.com.au and /or send an email to ethics.nsdem@gmail.com 
to express your interest in teaching Ethics classes. 
 

Sports Presentation Assembly  

This year’s Sports Presentation Assembly will be held on Monday 10 December. This assembly is about the best 
and fairest in class sport, PSSA sports and other general sporting activities. The Dem also recognises a student as 
Sports Person of the Year for outstanding representative and external sporting achievements.  This student is 
selected by the Sports Committee and Executive based on sporting achievements throughout the year. 

In preparation for this event, class teachers and the coaches of our school's representative teams are now 
considering which students will be receiving whole school awards in individual and team sports as well as 
determining age champions from each of the school's carnivals based on results. 
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On a class level there is also an award given to two students from each class. These class sports awards are 
awarded on a number of criteria. Teachers will consider aspects such as sporting ability, sportsmanship, 
participation, enthusiasm and encouraging inclusivity.  

At the Dem we take pride in listening and acknowledging all students’ achievements both in and out of school. 
Sometimes we need help in identifying phenomenal sporting achievements outside of the school's domain. If your 
child has had success in a sporting field this year and has received either individual or team acclaim and 
representative honours, which may include Regional, State, National or International representation, we would 
like to hear about it. 

Please email either Mr David Hearnshaw (david.hearnshaw1@det.nsw.edu.au) or Mr Ashley Grimmond 
(Ashley.grimmond@det.nsw.edu.au) with your child's name and class along with a brief description of their 
achievements and representative honours. This will allow us to recognise their achievements in correlation with 
those through the School's and Educational Department's programs and pathways. 
 

AdCom Parent Representatives for 2019 

We are looking to recruit two new parent representatives for the Advisory Committee to the University of Sydney 
(AdCom).  Our long term parent representative Mrs Diane Jackson is leaving our Dem family this year due to her 
daughter moving on to high school. We would like to thank Diane for her support of AdCom over the years and 
wish her and her family all the best. 

For any interested parents, AdCom meets once per term (on a Tuesday after school) and provides a centralised 
forum for communication and feedback between North Sydney Demonstration School and the University of 
Sydney. This year the committee consists of Melissa Tracy (rel. Deputy Principal & AdCom Chairperson), Myra 
Wearne (NSDS Principal), Ashley Grimmond (Dep Principal and Pre-Service teacher coordinator), Dr Jon Callow 
from the University of Sydney, Rebecca Rawson (Year 5 Team Leader) and Jenny Davies (Year 2 Classroom 
Teacher) and Diane Jackson. 

It is the responsibility of the committee to approve all research that takes place in our school; to organise our 
annual TeachMeet where schools from the region share their practice; to oversee the Scholarly Reading Group 
where teachers at the Dem read and discuss new research in Education; and to coordinate the placement of  
Pre-Service teachers.  

If you are interested in being a part of AdCom in 2019, please send an Expression of Interest, via email, to Melissa 
Tracy (AdCom Chairperson) by Friday 14 December: melissa.strong1@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Term 4 Grade Newsletters and Semester 2 Reports 

Term 4 Grade Newsletters have been uploaded to both the school website and Schoolstream for your reference. 
Please take the time to read these newsletters to keep up to date with what your child is doing this Term. 

Semester 2 reports will be sent home with students on Wednesday 12 December.  
 

Road Safety 

Please refer to page 15 of this newsletter for this term’s Road Safety Newsletter provided by North Sydney 
Council. This term’s focus is on being safe around buses. 
 

2019 Kindergarten Families 

The Dem will be hosting a BBQ at school on Saturday 24 November for our new 2019 Kindergarten families. This is 
a great opportunity for our 2019 Kindergarten children to meet before they start at the school next year.  We 
have a large number of siblings of current students starting Kindergarten next year, so we look forward to seeing 
many of our existing Dem families at the BBQ. 
 

Do you know someone starting school next year? 

Enrolments are open for 2019 at North Sydney Demonstration School. Enrolling now will ensure that children are 
booked into the school’s Orientation Program and that parents are aware of all dates for future information 
evenings and school tours. The last school tour for this year will be held on Tuesday 4 December 2018. 

 
Myra Wearne, Principal 
myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

SRC Colouring and Drawing Competition!  
Our 3-6 SRC are holding a colouring and drawing competition to find background designs for 

our new playground rules posters. We will be choosing 6 designs from students for different 

areas around the school.  
Students can choose their favourite design to colour in, or they can draw their very own. Pages 

have been supplied to classroom teachers and SRC members. (Max 2 entries per student) 
Winners will have their designs printed and posted around the school.  

Entries close: Monday 12 November. Please hand all designs to your teacher.  
 

Statement of Account  
Term 4 Statement of Account reminders were emailed to parents today Friday 2 November  
2018.  If you have recently made a payment, thank you for your payment and please ignore 
the reminder.  When paying online (via POP) please check what is still outstanding by calling 
the Office on 9955 2822. Please keep a note of payments made so that you do not 
accidentally pay for items twice. Thank you. 

 

School Travel 
You can update student details (and apply for a new card) online at 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the school buses: 

 665w (morning) & 664w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215; 

 667w (afternoon) call North Sydney Depot: 9245 9261; 

 568w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215. 

For timetable and routing information please check the Opal app or follow this link: 
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/school-buses/ 

 

Volunteering at the Dem 
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers at the Dem.  As part of DoE child protection and security 
measures, please remember to sign in and out at the school office.  The office will also need to 
have a completed 2018 Volunteer Statutory Declaration or current WWCC on file for you.  

 

Late Arrivals and Early Departures  
All students who arrive late and/or leave early must be signed in/out by parents at the front 
office where they will be given an attendance slip to take to the teachers.  

 

Please check your voicemail for a message 
If you have received a missed call from the school, please check your voicemail messages so 

the office will know where to direct your call when you call back.   

 

Spare clothes for school 
Please make sure your child (particularly in K to 2) has a spare pair of underpants and a pair of 

shorts in a plastic bag in their school bag each day.  The school office can lend outer clothes if 

necessary on a wash and return basis, but for hygiene reasons we cannot re-use underwear.  If 

your child has to be given a brand new pair of underpants to wear and keep, a charge of $2.00 

to cover the cost, will be added to your account.   

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/
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FABStar!  

FABStar! is an initiative to recognise 
positive behaviours in the playground. 
A FABStar! slip was drawn from all the 
students who received FABstar! slips in 
recognition of their positive behaviour 
on the playground last week.  

 

The K-2 Fabstar! this week is 
Emma from Year 1 for taking care 
of others by spending her 
lunchbreaks teaching the class 
dance to a classmate who was 
away during rehearsals!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 3-6 FabStar! this week is Daniel 
from Year 3 who found a certificate on 
the playground. Not only did Daniel find 
a teacher to hand it to, but he then 
followed up with that teacher to ensure 
the certificate was returned to its owner. 
The student who had misplaced the 
certificate was extremely grateful to 
Daniel for his thoughtful and 
responsible actions. Well done! 

 



 

Band News 

 

Dates for Your Diary: 
 Friday 23 Nov: Combined rehearsal – all bands, School Hall at 10:30am. 

 Monday 3 Dec: End of Year Band Concert – all bands, North Sydney Leagues 

Club.  Arrive at 6pm for 6:30pm start. Wear band uniform. 

Enquiries Any general enquiries regarding band should be directed to Melissa 

Lanigan (Melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au)  
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P&C News  
  

2018 End of Year Festival: Friday 7 December 
With the End of Year Festival only 5 weeks away, we'd like to thank all those parents 
who have already put up their hand to help out on the night. As they say, many 
hands make light work, and ultimately these events don't happen unless we have 
volunteers. So, if you'd like to help out, we'd love to have you involved. 
 
In addition, we're looking for prizes to raffle on the night. If you have (or know) a local 
business who would like to get involved, or anything else that could be included in a 
raffle prize list, please contact David at the P&C at president@thedempc.com.au. 
 

Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link Motorway 
The Western Harbour Tunnel schools information night was informative and well 

received. Larissa Penn spoke about how air pollution affects young people's lungs, 

about the toxic fumes and smells from excavating old dump sites, and the expected 

70 truck movements per hour. Mathew Hounsell talked about the $41 billion cost of 

the current set of roads, and that no road tunnel in Australia is filtered. Every 

community has asked for filtration and never received it. The spacial inefficiency of 

cars means that our over reliance on car transport will continue the current 

congestion nightmare. The proposed train based solutions to the Northern Beaches 

would be cheaper, carry more people, and not congest the roads with more traffic. 

Zoe spoke about the upgrades to Warrringah freeway, the widening that will cut into 

surrounding parks, the construction zones at St Leonards park, and impact on parks 

around the newly completed Coal Loader and Flat Rock Gully bushland. There is a 

lack of greenspace in North Sydney for families. The roads will reduce greenspace 

and degrade remaining spaces. Parents who may be concerned are invited to pin 

their concerns on the RMS map, write to their local state MP, and get involved at 

www.stopthetunnel.org. 

Thank you to the Union Hotel for their kind hosting of this event!  See 
http://www.unionhotel.com.au/ for other events at the Union Hotel. 
 

NSW Curriculum Review  
You may have heard that the NSW school curriculum is under review. This is the first 
comprehensive review since 1989. Consultation is now open until the end of 
November. To have your say: https://www.nswcurriculumreview.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ 
There are also two roadshows coming up in October. To find details of 
times/locations and to register: 
https://www.nswcurriculumreview.nesa.nsw.edu.au/home/attendRoadShow/landing/r
s/attendRoadShow 
 

P&C MEETINGS 
Everyone is welcome to attend our monthly meetings. The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 14 November at 6:30pm in the library. If you'd like to add something to 
the agenda or are unable to make it but would like to have your say, please contact 
Dave at president@thedempc.com.au, or visit us at http://www.thedempc.com.au/  
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P&C News Cont’d 
 
Adult & Toddler Gardening Club (9am Thursdays)  

We will be meeting 9am every Thursday (except rainy mornings) at the front of 
the school for about an hour. Please join us whenever you can. We'll have a 
cup of tea or two as well.  If you would to talk to us about your gardening 
ideas, please feel to email Lucy Sarto via the P&C website. 

 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
Please check in lost property (near the Uniform Shop in the Pacific Building) for any 
lost items.  Unnamed non-school wear Items will be donated to Vinnies periodically. 
Unnamed school items will be donated to the school second hand shop every Friday 
so please label items brought to school with your LAST NAME & CLASS. 

 

We need a few volunteers to help with lost property please– more 

hands make light work – can you spare 15-30minutes on a Friday or other morning? 

Please email donovanpippa@gmail.com   

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP The Uniform Shop sells new and second-hand school uniforms.   

Opening hours: 

 Monday 8.30am – 9.30am; 

 Wednesday and Friday 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 

Email uniform orders to DemUniformShop@gmail.com  
See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/ for more information. 

 
 
TUCKSHOP  
Hot food can only be ordered through Munch Monitor. 
 
Fruit salad will be available in Term 4 - $4. 
  

Steps to set-up your Munch Monitor account: 
1. Go to: www.munchmonitor.com/Account/Login 

2. New users need to register (school ID is “nsds”; school password is 

munch2060”)   Questions- email: info@munchmonitor.com 

See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/ for more information. 
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Dem Community News   
 

Australian Red Cross blood donations Make an appointment call: 13 14 95 
https://www.donateblood.com.au/blood-donor-centre/north-sydney-mobile-donor-
centre-mary-mackillop-place 

Tackers Learn to Sail Learn to sail at Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, Peel St, 

Kirribilli ph 9017 0154 or visit: www.rsys.com.au/tackers 

Greenwich Learn to Sail Learn to sail at Greenwich ph 0468 655 228;  

email: gsc-training@gsc.org.au or visit: gsc.org,au 

JAFFA - Friday afternoons from 3pm-4:45pm, for year 3-6 students, held at St 

Thomas' Anglican Church. Free! For more information: www.st-thomas.org.au/jaffa 

or email: Jaffa@st-thomas.org.au  

Spit Swimming Club at Balmoral Baths New members are welcome to join us for 
Saturday morning races at Balmoral Beach Baths from the end of October until 
Easter.  For more information see: www.spitswimclub.org 

Key Assets: Looking for foster carers – please call: 1800 WE CARE or see 

iwanttofoster.com.au     

World Education Program (WEP) Australia is looking for volunteer host families for 

overseas students arriving in Australia in February 2019. Go to wep.org.au  

Typing 4 KIDS Touch-typing: the skill of using the correct finger on the correct key 

to build muscle memory in the fingers whilst not looking at the keyboard. We can 

help your child with this life skill from Term 4 Ph: 0415 445 785 

info@typing4kids.com.au    
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aul.watson@bigmusic.com.au 
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25% early booking discount on all ASC 3-day camps if booked by 
Sunday 25 November 2018. After 25 November, siblings always receive 
a 15% discount and other discounts are available for groups depending 
on the number of participants. Further information can be found on our 
website https://australiansportscamps.com.au or call: 1300 914 368 or 
email: admin@australiansportscamps.com.au  
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