
   The Dem  

   Newsletter 

What’s On? 
 

Monday 17 December 

* Talent Fest Finale at 11:50 – 

12:50pm and again 12:50 – 

1:50pm in the Hall 

 

Tuesday 18 December 

* Kindy Giggalies Incursion 

* Year 2 Movie Excursion 

* Year 5 Excursion 

 

Wednesday 19 December 

* Last day of school for 

students 

* Year 6 Assembly and Tunnel 

from 2:10pm on the K-2 

playground under the blue sail 

* P&C last day BBQ – weather 

permitting, cash only please 

 

Thursday 20 December 

* Pupil Free day 

 

Friday 21 December 

* Pupil Free day 

 

What’s 
Coming up 
in 2019? 

 

Wednesday 30 January 

* First day of school for Years 

1 to 6 

* Kindergarten Best Start 

Assessments 

 

Thursday 31 January 

* Kindergarten Best Start 

Assessments 

 

Friday 1 February 

* Kindergarten Best Start 

Assessments 

 

Monday 4 February 

* First day for all 

Kindergarten Students 

Week 9 – Friday 14 December 2018 
 

End of Year Festival  

What another amazing festival we had last Friday. Our annual End of Year Festival 
was a great success with wonderful weather. Thank you to:  David Bond, Lucy Sarto, 
Vanessa Horler, Laurens Libeton,  our many wonderful stall organisers and everyone 
who helped with set up and pack down.  Thank you also to the school staff  who 
helped on the night with various duties. Every year the grade dances are hugely 
entertaining, with so much effort put in from teachers and students. Thank you boys 
and girls for your enthusiasm – the costumes were all excellent!  We hope everyone 
had a great time.  
 

Student Executive Breakfast 
The new 2019 Student Executive were chosen last week by their peers and teachers 
through a leadership election process. Year 5 students were invited to participate in 
the NSDS Leadership Course this term where they learnt about what makes a good 
leader and what leadership skills they could bring to the school. We congratulate 
our new Student Executive who will be formally presented to the whole school at 
the final Year 6 assembly to be held on the K-2 playground from 2:10pm on 
Wednesday 19 December.   As part of the tradition, I enjoyed a lovely breakfast 
with both outgoing and incoming students on Wednesday morning, where our year 
six leaders shared their leadership tips and favourite memories and passed on the 
baton to their year five successors. 

 

2018 School Evaluation: Parent Surveys  

There is still time for parents to access our annual online surveys. This year the 
Dem’s major program evaluation focuses on Personal Development, Health and 
Physical Education, Sport and Wellbeing. We appreciate parent feedback on these 
areas of educational provision. The survey links are open until next Wednesday 19 
December 2018. 
Wellbeing Parent Survey 2018 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VM6XR5D 

PD/H/PE Parent Survey 2018 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VTCTVZB 

SPORT Parent Survey 2018 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGW29KG  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VM6XR5D
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VTCTVZB
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGW29KG


Sports Presentation Ceremony 
Congratulations to Matilda (in Year 6) and Dylan (in Year 4) who were awarded this year’s Sportspersons of the 
Year awards at Monday’s Sports Presentation Ceremony. Both Matilda and Dylan have had many sporting 
successes this year in their chosen fields.  No doubt we will be hearing more about them in years to come as they 
continue to pursue their love of sport. 
 
Matilda's achievements this year include: 

 At the North Shore Zone Swimming Carnival she came 1st in the 11 years 50m freestyle, 1st in the 50m 
breaststroke, 2nd in the senior Individual Medley, 4th in the 50m backstroke, 1st in the 50m butterfly, 2nd in 
the open 100m freestyle and 2nd in the 4x50m relay. 

 At the Zone athletics carnival she came 3rd in the Discus, 4th in the shot put, 10th in the high jump, 15th in 
the 200m and 26th in the 100m. 

 At the Sydney North Regional Swimming carnival she came 9th in the 50m butterfly, 10th in the open 100m 
freestyle, 11th in the 50m freestyle, 14th in the senior Individual Medley and 16th in the 50m breaststroke. 

 She was both the school and zone age champion for swimming this year. 

 Outside of school she has competed at the NSW short and long course championships in 50m butterfly, 50m 
freestyle and relays. She has already qualified for next year’s state swimming championships in 50m freestyle 
and butterfly. She holds club records for the 200m and 400m freestyle for her age group. 

 She is also the school record holder for the 8’s and 9’s high jump, 8’s, 9’s and 10’s discus in athletics and the 
10’s and 11’s 50m freestyle in swimming.  

 
Dylan’s achievements include: 

 At the North Shore Zone Swimming Carnival he came 1st in the 9 years 50m freestyle, 1st in the junior 
butterfly, 2nd in the junior breaststroke, 3rd in the junior backstroke, 6th in the 4x50 relay and 12th in the 
open 100m freestyle. 

 At the Sydney North Regional Swimming Carnival he came 1st in the 9 years 50m freestyle and 13th in the 
junior breaststroke. 

 At the NSWPSSA State Swimming Carnival he came 2nd in the 9 years 50m freestyle and as a member of the 
combined Sydney North 5x50 relay team he won gold. He didn’t continue and represent NSW at the national 
championships for the 50m freestyle because there is no national championship for 9 year olds. 

 He is our school’s current record holder in the 8’s and 9’s 50m freestyle and the junior 50m butterfly. 

 Outside of school Dylan has competed at the Ginninderra Short Course Championships at the AIS where he 
placed 2nd in both the junior 50m and 100m freestyle. He competed at the NSW metropolitan and NSW short 
course championships. At the Metro North East championships, Dylan came 1st in the junior 100m 
backstroke, 2nd in the junior 100m freestyle and 100m breaststroke, and 3rd in the junior 50m freestyle. 

 
Pictured below are our two Sportspersons of the Year and the two students who received special recognition for 
their overall sporting achievements. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The two students who received special recognition based on their continued success in a range of school sports 
this year are: 
 

 Tilly (in Year 6) has been a consistently excellent athlete during her time at the Dem. This year she qualified 
for and competed in all four Zone Carnivals, Track, Field, Cross Country and Swimming. Coming first in the 
800m, 4th in the 200m, 8th in the 100m and 10th in high jump at the Zone athletics carnival. She came 2nd in 
the Zone cross country. At the Zone swimming carnival she came 2nd in the 4x50m freestyle relay, 4th in the 
50m butterfly and 7th in the 50m backstroke. She then went on to represent our North Shore Zone at the 
Sydney North Swimming carnival in the 4x50m relay, the SN Cross country carnival and came third in the 
800m at the SN athletics carnival . At the NSW PSSA State athletics carnival she placed 22nd in the 800m. 
Outside of school sport she has also represented her Little Athletics club at the state carnival in the 800m. To 
even further demonstrate her all round ability, she is a member of the Sydney Swans academy. 

 

 Sofia (in Year 6) has been an outstanding athlete, particularly in the sprints, over her years at the Dem. This 
year at the Zone athletics carnival she came 1st in the 100m, 1st in the 200m, 1st in the long jump, 4th in the 
high jump and 6th in the 800m. At the Sydney North regional athletics carnival she came 1st in the 100m, 2nd 
in the 200m and 10th in the long jump. At the NSW PSSA State carnival she came 15th in the 100m and 20th 
in the 200m. With Little Athletics she came 1st in the 100m and 3rd in the 200m at their regional carnivals 
and made the final in both these events at the State Carnival. She is also the holder of the 200m record for 
u11 girls at the Mosman Little A’s club as well as the school record holder for the 100m for 10’s and 11’s, the 
200m for 11’s and the 11 years high jump. 

 
There are also a number of students who deserve a mention based on their successes this year. 
 

 Maya Husdell placed 1st and Cillian Guy placed 3rd at the Jiu Jitsu national championships. 

 Ben Coates came third in the NSW State Series and Max Wright placed 8th in the NSW Championship series 
for BMX. 

 Michelle Yang was selected for the NSWPSSA team to play in the National Championships where her team 
placed 2nd. 

 Zahara Chu competed in State gymnastics as well being a consistently high achiever in Cross Country and 
qualifying for Zone Carnivals. 

 Ned Howell was selected for the 9's SAP North Shore Mariners program. 

 Tully Howell has been selected in the competitive program at the Lane Cove Gymnastics Club to compete in 
the State Competitions. 

 Mia Cassar was selected in the Regional T-Ball development squad  

 Lirra Conybeare-Yamaguchi is the 10 year girls champion at the Willoughby Swim Club and has set a number 
of records. 

 Havana van Wyk was in the Zone basketball team and captained her Division 1 representative team to 3rd at 
the NSW state championship. 

 Joel Turton was a member of the North Sydney Academy soccer team at the Kanga Cup in Canberra where 
they played against NSW and international teams. He made every Zone carnival this year. 

 Stian Constable has played representative cricket and soccer for the North Shore and North Sydney United. 

 James Mitchell competed at the North East Metropolitan Zone Carnival for the 100m and 400m for Little 
Athletics. 

 Olivia Miller was selected to play at the Sydney Swans Academy. 

 Lucinda Perry's basketball team came first in the under 11's Bankstown Championships. 
 
What a list of Dem achievers!  Well done to our awards recipients and thank you to parents & carers for being 
able to attend in support of your child(ren).  A special thank you to Mr Hearnshaw and Mr Grimmond who  
collated all the student sporting achievements and organised our Sports Presentation Assembly. 
 

Talent Fest 

All grades have now completed their Talent Fest performances with finalists chosen by SRC representatives from 
another grade. All grade finalists will now compete in the Talent Fest Finale on Monday 17 December. There will 
be two performances to allow children from across the school to enjoy examples of talent from all grades. 
Finalists will perform to K-2 students from 11:50am to 12:50pm and again to 3-6 students from  
12:50pm – 1:50pm. Parents are welcome to attend either of these sessions. Congratulations to all participants!  



Tuckshop Orders next week 

Please note that Monday is the last day for students to place a lunch order.  The tuckshop will be closed on 
Tuesday and Wednesday.  Please send your child with a packed lunch on these two days. 

 

Rotary Tree of Joy 2018 

Today is the final day for gifts to be placed under the Tree of Joy in the office foyer. Rotary of Chatswood will be 
delighted with the support from the Dem community and will deliver the many donations received to hundreds of 
children and families who would otherwise not receive a gift.  This year we are supporting: 

 RNSH: Gifts suitable for children 1-4 for their Treasure Chest 

 The Salvation Army, gifts for children 3 to 10 years 

 St Vincent de Paul, gifts for children 3 to 10 years 

 Youth off the Streets, gift vouchers for youths involved in Father Riley’s Outreach Program 

 Catholic Care, Lifeline, Wesley Mission – donations of non-perishable food. 
 

Semester 2 Reports 

Semester 2 reports were sent home with students this week. If you did not receive a report, please contact your 
child’s classroom teacher. 
 

Final Assembly and Year 6 Tunnel 

Next Wednesday there will be a final assembly held on the K-2 playground, from 2:10pm, to thank our outgoing 
Student Executive for 2018 and welcome our incoming Student Executive for 2019.  After the assembly, students 
from K-5 will form a tunnel to farewell Year 6 on their last day of primary school. In line with tradition, Mr Watts 
will play the bagpipes and lead Year 6 through the tunnel. All Year 6 parents are welcome to come along. 
 
Some important dates to note: 

 The last day of school for students is Wednesday 19 December. (Please note that Thursday 20 and Friday 21 
December are both pupil free days.) 

 The first day of school for students in Years 1 – 6 is Wednesday 30 January 2019. (Please note that Monday 
28 January is the Australia Day Public Holiday and Tuesday 29 January is a pupil free day.) 

 The first day of school for students starting Kindergarten is Monday 4 February 2019. 

 The school office will also be open one day during the holidays to process new enrolments for K-6, on 
Tuesday 22 January 2019 from 9am to 12noon. 

 
 
Myra Wearne, Principal 
myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au 

mailto:myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au


SCHOOL NEWS 

School Hired Instruments to be returned by Tuesday 18 December  
All school hired instruments must be returned by Tuesday 18 December 2018. 

Instruments should be placed at the back of the Music Room in McHatton Building. 

Please ensure instruments are returned so that they can be marked off, assessed and 

sent for servicing in time for the start of the 2019 band year. Please contact Melissa 

Lanigan (melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au) if you have any questions in regards to the 

return of your child’s instrument or have other band related enquiries. Thank you for 

your support with the returns process. 

 

Happy Computer Science Education Week!   
Computer Science Education Week (CS Ed Week) is an annual program dedicated to 

inspire K-12 students to take an interest in computer science. Computer science 

involves the study of algorithms that process, store and communicate digital 

information. 

 

This year our students have been learning valuable computer science skills from their 

weekly DigiTech lessons that will go beyond computer science. By combining problem 

solving, critical thinking and their collaborative skills our students have gained skills that 

will go beyond their primary school education. Through hands on activities our students 

have been learning concepts like algorithm, branching, user interface, systems design 

and design thinking. 

 

This year Australian Computer Society and Grok Learning are offering all year 5 

students a free online learning opportunity. For more information follow this link 

https://groklearning.com/ 

 

Tuck Shop Reminders 
If your family is leaving the school please remember to close your Munch Monitor 
account using the Munch Monitor form in this newsletter at the end of P&C News.  
Munch Monitor will transfer the money left in your account to the bank account 
nominated on the form.   

Lunch orders will not be available on Tuesday and Wednesday next week.   
Monday 17 December 2018 will be the last day for lunch orders. Students will need 
to bring lunch to school on Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 19 December 2018. 

Talent Fest Finales 2018! 
Congratulations to all of the participants! Parents are welcome to come along and enjoy 

the Talent Fest Finale performances on Monday 17 December.  

There will be two performances held in the School Hall: the first will start at 11:50am 

and the second will start at 12:50pm. 

mailto:melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au
https://groklearning.com/


SCHOOL NEWS 

Statement of Account  
Term 4 Statement of Account reminders were emailed to parents on Thursday  
6 December 2018.  If you have recently made a payment please ignore the reminder.  
When paying online (via POP) please check what is still outstanding by calling the 
Office on 9955 2822. Please keep a note of payments made so that you do not 
accidentally pay for items twice. Thank you. 

 

Rotary Tree of Joy 2018 – will be collected today 
Thank you to the families who have brought in gifts and food items. The Tree of Joy is 
located in the Office foyer.  Rotary of Chatswood deliver your donations to hundreds of 
children and families who would otherwise not receive a gift. 
This year we are supporting: 

Royal North Shore Hospital: Gifts suitable for children 1-4 for their Treasure Chest; 
The Salvation Army: gifts for children 3 to 10 years; 
St Vincent de Paul: gifts for children 3 to 10 years; 
Youth off the Streets: gift vouchers for youths - Father Riley’s Outreach Program; 
Catholic Care, Lifeline, Wesley Mission: donations of non-perishable food. 
 

School Attendance 

If your child will be away or late returning to school in 2019 please remember to send an 
email to the school with your child’s name, class, dates and reason they will be away to: 
nthsyddem-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au or call 9955 2822.  
 
Wednesday 19 December 2018 will be the last day of school for students for 2018.  
In 2019, students in Years 1-6 for 2019 will return to school on Wednesday 30 
January 2019. Kindergarten 2019 students have received emails detailing the dates 
and times of their Best Start Assessments as well as their starting time for their first day 
at school on Monday 4 February 2019. 

 

 

School Travel - School Opal inactive for holidays 
You can update student details (and apply for a new card) online at 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the school buses: 

 665w (morning) & 664w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215; 

 667w (afternoon) call North Sydney Depot: 9245 9261; 

 568w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215. 
For timetable and routing information please check the Opal app or follow this link: 
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/school-buses/ 
 

 

mailto:nthsyddem-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/school-buses/568w/26568-W


FABStar!  

FABStar! is an initiative to recognise 
positive behaviours in the playground. 
A FABStar! slip was drawn from all the 
students who received FABstar! slips in 
recognition of their positive behaviour 
on the playground last week.  

 

 

The K-2 Fabstar! from last week was 

Eshaan in Year 1 who found some 

library books in the playground and 

returned them straight away. Well 

done Eshaan! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the Senior Eco 

Ambassadors who gave up their 

lunchtime to make sure our 

playgrounds were free of waste after 

the exciting end of year events. Their 

commitment and dedication to the 

environment this semester has been 

outstanding. Well done to, Isabelle, 

Desiree, Alexandra, Kristof, Ethan & 

Chloe (from Year 3) and Madeleine 

(from Year 4). 



P&C News  
 
  

End of Year Festival 
Wow - what a great night last Friday! From what I could see it looked like everyone 
was having a fantastic time. I'd like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all the 
P&C members and volunteers who helped make the day what it was. Without them, 
these types of events just can't happen. Also to all the local businesses (Ray White 
Real Estate Lower North Shore, Big Music, Giuseppe's Gourmet Meats 
especially) as well as many others (including Faber Castell, Ferrero Rocher, Hoyts, 
and the NSW Waratahs). We really appreciate the support. 
 

We still have a number of raffle winners outstanding. Please check your ticket 
against the winning tickets listed on the next page and contact us ASAP. 
 

If you have any feedback for us, we'd love to hear it to help make 2019 even better! 
We have a short survey (it takes about 3 minutes) here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5RSW36B. Alternatively, if you'd like to get in 
touch, just email me at president@thedempc.com.au. 
 

 
 

Grant Success  
On Thursday 13 December the school was visited by Felicity Wilson, our local State 
member for North Sydney. She spent a good hour having a look around, but the 
primary purpose for her visit was to announce that the school had been granted 
$80,000 to upgrade the play equipment in the McHatton Playground. Thank you to 
Myra for all your support and work on this. 
 
 
 

End of Year BBQ 
Weather permitting there will be an end of year BBQ outside the tuckshop on 
Wednesday the 19 of December. It will start at 2:55pm, and is cash only. 
 
 
 

Thank you 
Thank you for another great year at the Dem!  
 
From all of us at the P&C we wish you a Merry Christmas and a safe and enjoyable 
holiday break. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5RSW36B
mailto:president@thedempc.com.au


 

  



P&C News Cont’d 

 
Adult & Toddler Gardening Club (9am Thursdays during term)  

We will be meeting 9am every Thursday (if it isn’t raining) during term at the 
front of the school for about an hour. Please join us whenever you can. We'll 
have a cup of tea or two as well.  If you would to talk to us about your 
gardening ideas, please feel to email Lucy Sarto via the P&C website.  See 
you in 2019! 

 
LOST PROPERTY 
Please check in lost property (near the Uniform Shop in the Pacific Building) for any 
lost items.  Unnamed non-school wear Items will be donated to Vinnies periodically. 
Unnamed school items will be donated to the school second hand shop every Friday 
so please label items brought to school with your LAST NAME & CLASS. 
 

Please help to keep the second hand cupboards tidy and assist with lost property.  

It only takes a short time each week and can be done at your convenience.  

Please email donovanpippa@gmail.com  Thank you! 

 

UNIFORM SHOP The Uniform Shop sells new and second-hand school uniforms.   

Regular opening hours during School Term: 

 Monday 8.30am – 9.30am; 

 Wednesday and Friday 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 
 
For the start of 2019 the Uniform Shop will be open for additional hours: 
Tuesday 29 January to Friday 1 February 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 
 

Email uniform orders to DemUniformShop@gmail.com  
See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/ for more information. 

 
TUCKSHOP  
Hot food can only be ordered through Munch Monitor. 
 
Steps to set-up your Munch Monitor account: 
1. Go to: www.munchmonitor.com/Account/Login 

2. New users need to register (school ID is “nsds”; school password is 

munch2060”)   Questions- email: info@munchmonitor.com 

See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/ for more information. 

 
To close your Munch Monitor account complete and return following form. 

mailto:donovanpippa@gmail.com
mailto:DemUniformShop@gmail.com
http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/
http://www.munchmonitor.com/
mailto:info@munchmonitor.com
http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/


 



Dem Community News   
Casual Position Vacant: 3-4 mornings per week.  7-8.30am next week in December 
and in the January School holidays on from Monday 7 January, Wednesdays and 
Thursday (Tuesdays - January only).  Payment depends on experience 
Please contact Naomi Liddle 0412404033 naomi.liddle4business@gmail.com 

1
st

 North Sydney Scouts are selling Christmas Trees at the Dem on the 

weekends of 8-9 December and 15-16 December: www.northsydneyscouts.org 

Community Party & Family Carols on 16 December 2018 on the grounds 
surrounding St Thomas' Anglican Church at North Sydney.  This is a free event with 
jumping castle, slide, Shetland pony rides and more.  There will be free children's 
craft, face painting and refreshments. The afternoon starts at 4pm and leads into the 
Carol service at 6pm. Corner of McLaren and Church Street, North Sydney. 

Australian Red Cross blood donations Make an appointment call: 13 14 95 
https://www.donateblood.com.au/blood-donor-centre/north-sydney-mobile-donor-
centre-mary-mackillop-place 

Norths Pirates Junior Rugby Club invites you to pre-register for 2019 at: 

https://picarevive.typeform.com/to/fRBiHR. Official registrations for the 2019 rugby 

union season open in January. If you have queries please email 

northspiratesjuniorrego@gmail.com or visit our website www.northspirates.com  

Greenwich Learn to Sail Learn to sail at Greenwich ph 0468 655 228 or visit: 

gsc.org,au 

Tackers Learn to Sail Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, Peel St, Kirribilli ph 9017 

0154 or visit: www.rsys.com.au/tackers 

JAFFA - Friday afternoons from 3pm-4:45pm, for year 3-6 students, held at St 

Thomas' Anglican Church. Free! For more information: www.st-thomas.org.au/jaffa 

or email: Jaffa@st-thomas.org.au  

Spit Swimming Club at Balmoral Baths For more information see: 
www.spitswimclub.org 

Key Assets: Looking for foster carers – please call: 1800 WE CARE or see 

iwanttofoster.com.au     

World Education Program (WEP) Australia is looking for volunteer host families for 

overseas students arriving in Australia in February 2019. Go to wep.org.au  

mailto:naomi.liddle4business@gmail.com
https://www.donateblood.com.au/blood-donor-centre/north-sydney-mobile-donor-centre-mary-mackillop-place
https://www.donateblood.com.au/blood-donor-centre/north-sydney-mobile-donor-centre-mary-mackillop-place
http://www.northspirates.com/
http://www.rsys.com.au/tackers
http://www.st-thomas.org.au/jaffa
mailto:Jaffa@st-thomas.org.au
http://www.spitswimclub.org/
file://///DETNSW.WIN/2766/Faculty/Office/OFFICE%20ADMIN/DEM%20NEWSLETTER/2018/Middle%20section/Term%203%202018/27%20July%202018/wep.org.au
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