
   The Dem  

   Newsletter 

What’s On? 
 

 

Monday 10 December 

* Sports Assembly, 9am – 

10:15am on 3-6 Playground 

* Year 6 Performance, from 

5:30pm in the Hall 
 

Wednesday 12 December 

* 2018 & 2019 Student 

Executive Breakfast, 8:00am 

in the Staffroom 

* Year 3 Movie Excursion 

* Year 6 Farewell Dinner, from 

6:15pm at NORTHS Leagues 

* P&C Meeting, 6:30pm in the 

Library 
 

Thursday 13 December 

* Year 4 Movie Excursion 

* Year 6 Manly Excursion  

 

Friday 14 December 

* No PSSA 

* Sports in School 

* Year 1 Movie Excursion 

 

Monday 17 December 

* Talent Fest Finale at 11:50 – 

12:50pm and again 12:50 – 

1:50pm in the Hall 

 

Tuesday 18 December 

* Kindy Giggalies Incursion 

* Year 2 Movie Excursion 

* Year 5 Berry Island 

Excursion 

 

Wednesday 19 December 

* Last day of school 

* Year 6 Assembly and Tunnel 

from 2:10pm in the Hall 

 

Thursday 20 and Friday 21 

December are Pupil Free 

days. There is no supervision 

for students. 

 

Wednesday 30 January 2019 

* First day of school for Years 

1 to 6 

 

Week 8 – Friday 7 December 2018 
 

End of Year Festival  

We look forward to seeing everyone this afternoon and tonight to celebrate another 
wonderful year of learning! 

2:55pm – 3:30pm:  Students will change into their End of Year Festival costume in 
their classrooms with teachers assisting where appropriate. 
Students will remain with their class and teacher until the end 
of their performance section (see times below) 

3:30pm -5:00pm: Student performances will be on the K-2 Playground in the 
grade order detailed below. 

Please note that students will return to their classrooms after their dance and will 
not be released until collected by a parent/carer. Teachers will remain with students 
and phone parents if not collected. Parents/carers, please be prompt when collecting 
your child(ren). 

5:00pm - 9:00pm: Festival activities will commence from 5:00pm throughout the 
school grounds. There will be multicultural food stalls and fun 
stalls with Toys, Sweets, Crazy Hair, Guessing Competition, 
Water Pistol Games and more.  Please note that this is 
primarily a cash event, so bring along your coins! 

* Please note all children attending the Festival must be accompanied by a 
supervising adult – no child should be on schools grounds unaccompanied. 

* KU Dem Care, KU Bay Road and North Sydney Leisure Centre will not be able to 
walk students to/from classrooms for either dance performances or to attend 
the Festival. Parents will need to collect and sign out their child/ren as per 
normal processes. 

* Glass and Alcohol are NOT permitted on school grounds. 

* School grounds will be monitored by Security personnel and school executive 
during the night. 

 

Order of Events for Festival 

 3:30pm Principal and P& C President- announcements, presentations and 

 housekeeping  

 3:40pm Kindy Performance  

 3:45pm Intermission for parental pick-up from classrooms  

 3:55pm Stage 1 Performances Year 1 and Year 2 

 4:15pm Intermission for parental pick-up from classrooms  

 4:25pm Stage 2 Performances Year 3 and Year 4 

 4:35pm Intermission for parental pick-up from classrooms  

 4:45pm Stage 3 Performances Year 5 and Year 6 

 4:55pm Parental pick-up from classrooms  

Please see page 10 of this newsletter for a festival event map for your information.  



Band Concert 

It’s an exciting time on the Band calendar when our three bands perform at their End of Year Concert!  All 
gathered at NORTHS Leagues Club on Monday night to hear our talented musicians play some great music. Their 
commitment to early morning band rehearsals, tutorials and practice at home were showcased in fabulous 
performances, both by the bands and soloists.  Our thanks go to Phil Molloy and the Directions in Music team for 
their continued commitment to North Sydney Dem’s band program and to Melissa Lanigan, Rebecca Rawson and 
Ashley Grimmond for their support. 

Well done students – we are proud of you all!  For more Band News, please see page 6 of this newsletter.   

 

Student Achievements 

Congratulations to Daniel in Year 4 who received a Merit Certificate from the Datong 
Chinese School Inc., as part of the 2018 Ministers’ Awards for Excellence in Student 
Achievement – Community Languages Schools.   

 

A number of students participated in a MindQuest course recently which was part of 
the NSW Talent Enrichment Weekend.  Congratulations to Jamie (Year 4), Karl (Year 3), 
Fred (Year 2) and Charlotte (Year 1) who all received a special achievement award 
from their course leaders.  Students were presented with their certificates in front of 
their peers this week.  Keep up the good work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Presentation Assembly 

We are looking forward to Monday’s Sports Presentation where students are recognised for their achievements in 
class sport, PSSA sports and other general sporting activities. The Dem also recognises a student as Sports Person 
of the Year for outstanding representative and external sporting achievements. Parents are welcome and will 
have received an email advising if their child/ren will be receiving a certificate. 

 

Volunteer Thank You Morning Tea 

On Wednesday we celebrated our many volunteers who give their time to the school. It was lovely to have so 
many people attend our special morning tea. We would be unable to run many of the special programs, events 
and excursions if it were not for our volunteers. In addition to these activities, many of our students receive 
valuable mentoring and learning support from trained volunteers. This additional support makes the school day a 
little easier and a lot more personalised for many of our students. Thank you also to Suzi Johnson, Fiona Barthram 
and Ashley Grimmond for organising the morning tea. 

 

2018 School Evaluation: Parent Surveys  

Each year, the Dem evaluates one major and one or two minor school programs. This year our major program 
evaluation focuses on Personal Development, Health and Physical Education, Sport and Wellbeing. As part of the 
evaluations, we collect data from classroom observations, student performance and student, teacher and parent 
surveys.  Parents are encouraged to participate in these online surveys as we appreciate your feedback on these 
areas of educational provision. The three school evaluation survey links are open until Wednesday 19 December 
2018 (last day of the school year). 

Wellbeing Parent Survey 2018 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VM6XR5D 

PD/H/PE Parent Survey 2018 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VTCTVZB 

SPORT Parent Survey 2018 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGW29KG 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VM6XR5D
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VTCTVZB
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGW29KG


Talent Fest 

Each year, North Sydney Demonstration school students are invited to participate in the annual Talent Fest!  
Dates have been set for each grade over the next two weeks and performances will take place during regular class 
time.  Students are invited to perform either as a solo artist or as part of a group with friends from their year.  In 
the past the talent has been wonderful and varied- musical instruments, singing, dance acts, karate 
demonstrations, magic tricks, gymnastics displays and unicycle riding. All performed by kids for kids!  All 
performances are judged by SRC representatives from another grade who will select 1x solo act and 1x group act 
to participate in a Talent Fest Finale. This allows children from across the school to enjoy examples of talent from 
all of the grades.  On Monday 17 December, all grade finalists will perform twice – once to all K-2 students from 
11:50am to 12:50pm and again to all 3-6 students from 12:50pm – 1:50pm. Parents are welcome to attend either 
of these sessions. 
 

Rotary Tree of Joy 2018 

The parents and students of our school support the Rotary Tree of Joy for Christmas every year.  Rotary of 
Chatswood deliver the many donations received to hundreds of children and families who would otherwise not 
receive a gift.  This year we are supporting: 

 RNSH: Gifts suitable for children 1-4 for their Treasure Chest 

 The Salvation Army, gifts for children 3 to 10 years 

 St Vincent de Paul, gifts for children 3 to 10 years 

 Youth off the Streets, gift vouchers for youths involved in Father Riley’s Outreach Program 

 Catholic Care, Lifeline, Wesley Mission – donations of non-perishable food. 
The Christmas tree is now set up in the office foyer with gift tags available for you to take and attach to a 
donation of either non-perishable food for needy families and individuals or a present for a child to open this 
Christmas.  The Dem thanks all our families for their support with this cause. 
 

Semester 2 Reports 

Semester 2 reports will be sent home with students next Wednesday 12 December. Any families requiring a 
second copy of a report should contact their child’s classroom teacher. 
 

Some Important Dates for your Calendar 

All grades will be celebrating the end of the year with activities in weeks 9 and 10.  Please make sure you have 
returned any necessary permission notes. 

 Wednesday 12 December:  Year 3 Cremorne Orpheum movie excursion 

 Thursday 13 December:  Year 4 Cremorne Orpheum movie excursion, Year 6 Manly Surf & Slide excursion 

 Friday 14 December:  Year 1 Cremorne Orpheum movie excursion 

 Tuesday 18 December:  Giggalies incursion in the Hall for Kindergarten, Year 2 Cremorne Orpheum movie 
excursion, and Year 5 Berry Island walking excursion 

Other important dates: 

 The last day of school for students this year is Wednesday 19 December. (Please note that Thursday 20 and 
Friday 21 December are both pupil free days.) 

 The first day of school for students in Years 1 – 6 is Wednesday 30 January 2019. (Please note that Monday 
28 January is the Australia Day Public Holiday and Tuesday 29 January is a pupil free day.) 

 
 
Myra Wearne, Principal 
myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au 

mailto:myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au


SCHOOL NEWS 

Statement of Account  
Term 4 Statement of Account reminders were emailed to parents on Thursday  
6 December 2018.  If you have recently made a payment please ignore the reminder.  
When paying online (via POP) please check what is still outstanding by calling the 
Office on 9955 2822. Please keep a note of payments made so that you do not 
accidentally pay for items twice. Thank you. 

 

Talent Fest 2018! 
To allow children from across the school to enjoy examples of the talent from all grades, 

students from the SRC will be selecting two acts from each grade group to perform 

again in a combined show in the final week of Term 4 – The Talent Fest Finale! 

 

Parents are most welcome to come along and enjoy the performances. Specific 

performance times for the next few weeks are as follows: 

 Tuesday 11 December, 9am - Year 6 

 Tuesday 11 December, 12pm - Year 2 

 Wednesday 12 December, 1pm - Year 4 

 Thursday 13 December, 9am - Kindergarten 

 Thursday 13 December, 12pm - Year 1 

 Monday 17 December - FINALE! (2 performances 11:50am and 12:50pm) 

 

Rotary Tree of Joy 2018 – School Office Foyer 
The parents and students of our school support this Christmas event every year.  The 
Tree of Joy is located in the Office foyer.  Rotary of Chatswood deliver your donations to 
hundreds of children and families who would otherwise not receive a gift. 
This year we are supporting: 

Royal North Shore Hospital: Gifts suitable for children 1-4 for their Treasure Chest; 
The Salvation Army: gifts for children 3 to 10 years; 
St Vincent de Paul: gifts for children 3 to 10 years; 
Youth off the Streets: gift vouchers for youths - Father Riley’s Outreach Program; 
Catholic Care, Lifeline, Wesley Mission: donations of non-perishable food. 
 

Absences 

If your child will be away please remember to send an email to the school with your 
child’s name, class, dates and reason they will be away to: nthsyddem-
p.school@det.nsw.edu.au or call 9955 2822. Wednesday 19 December 2018 will be 
the last day of school for students for 2018.  In 2019, students in Years 1-6 for 2019 
will return to school on Wednesday 30 January 2019. Kindergarten 2019 students will 
receive emails in December 2018 detailing the dates and times of their Best Start 
Assessments as well as their starting time for their first day at school on Monday  
4 February 2019. 
 

mailto:nthsyddem-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:nthsyddem-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au


School Travel 
You can update student details (and apply for a new card) online at 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the school buses: 

 665w (morning) & 664w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215; 

 667w (afternoon) call North Sydney Depot: 9245 9261; 

 568w (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215. 
For timetable and routing information please check the Opal app or follow this link: 
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/school-buses/ 
 

 

Volunteering at the Dem 
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers at the Dem.  As part of DoE child protection and 
security measures, please remember to sign in and out at the school office.  The office 
will also need to have a completed 2018 Volunteer Statutory Declaration or current 
WWCC on file for you.  
 

 

Late Arrivals and Early Departures  
All students who arrive late and/or leave early must be signed in/out by parents at the 
front office where they will be given an attendance slip to take to the teachers.  
 

 

Please check your voicemail for a message 
If you have received a missed call from the school, please check your voicemail 

messages before calling the school so you can let the office know where to direct your 

call.   

 

 

Spare clothes for school 
Please make sure your child (particularly in K to 2) has a spare pair of underpants and a 

pair of shorts in a plastic bag in their school bag each day.  The school office can lend 

outer clothes if necessary on a wash and return basis, but for hygiene reasons we 

cannot re-use underwear.  If your child has to be given a brand new pair of underpants 

to wear and keep, a charge of $2.00 to cover the cost, will be added to your account.   

 

  

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/school-buses/568w/26568-W


Band News 

 

Dates for Your Diary: 
School Hired Instruments to be returned ASAP (by Friday 14 December) 

RETURN OF SCHOOL HIRED INSTRUMENTS 

All school hired instruments must be returned as early as possible next week. 

Instruments should be placed at the back of the Music Room in McHatton Building. 

Please ensure instruments are returned early in the week so that they can be 

marked off, assessed and sent for servicing in time for the start of the 2019 band 

year. Please contact Melissa Lanigan (melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au) if you have 

any questions in regards to the return of your child’s instrument. Thank you for your 

support with the returns process. 

END OF YEAR ALL BANDS’ CONCERT 

On Monday night, the incredible talent and commitment of all three of our amazing 

bands was on display at the end of year concert held at the North Sydney Leagues 

Club. The outstanding progress of of our band students, including a number of very 

brave and committed soloists and small group performers, was evident as a mixture 

of well-known and highly sophisticated pieces was played, much to the delight of the 

audience of parents, carers and friends. A new addition to the program this year was 

the absolutely fabulous Band Club, mentored and conducted by Mick Elderfield. This 

group of students, who devote a lunch time session to being part of Band Club, are 

all wonderful examples of what can be achieved as a member of the band program 

at the Dem. A huge thank you to Phil Molloy and his staff at Directions in Music for 

their continued commitment to our band program, including Phil, Gemma Reilly, 

James West and Mick Elderfield. We are also fortunate with our Band Program to 

have the support of a number of devoted parents, which tonight included Adam 

Oleson and Ada Jongs. Sincere thanks to both of these wonderful parents.  

Enquiries Any general enquiries regarding band should be directed to Melissa 

Lanigan (melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au)  

mailto:melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:Melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au


  



 

P&C News  
  

2018 End of Year Festival: Friday 7 December 
The End of Year Festival is today! Many thanks again to the parents who have 
already put up their hand to help out tonight. As they say, many hands make light 
work, and ultimately these events don't happen unless we have volunteers. So, if 
you'd like to help out, we'd love to have you involved. 
 
We still need volunteers.  Please go to thedempc.com.au to sign-up for a 
volunteering slot.  Thanks very much! 
 

Festival FAQs 
See the P&C website:  www.thedempc.com.au and the flyer on the following page. 

 Grade performances will start at 3.30pm and will be held on the K-2 
playground under the blue shade sails.  

 Festival activities will commence from 5pm throughout school grounds.  

 Ride Passes (wristband for Planet Entertainment inflatable and ride 
attractions) will be available at the Festival for $30. 

 Bring your gold coins for Toys, Sweets, Crazy Hair, Guessing Competition 
and other games. 

 If you would like to donate a cake there are cake boxes in the school office. 

 Raffle Tickets only sold on the night (no booklets will be sent home). 

 This is a cash only event. 

 Glassware and Alcohol are NOT permitted on school grounds. 

 Security will be on site during the night. 
 

 

Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link Motorway 
Parents who may be concerned about the Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches 

link Motorway are invited to pin their concerns on the RMS map, write to their local 

state MP, and get involved at www.stopthetunnel.org. 

 

P&C MEETINGS  
Everyone is welcome to attend our monthly meetings. The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 12 December at 6:30pm in the library. If you'd like to add something to 
the agenda or are unable to make it but would like to have your say, please contact 
Dave at president@thedempc.com.au, or visit us at http://www.thedempc.com.au/  

  

http://www.thedempc.com.au/
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P&C News Cont’d 
 
Adult & Toddler Gardening Club (9am Thursdays)  

We will be meeting 9am every Thursday (if it isn’t raining) at the front of the 
school for about an hour. Please join us whenever you can. We'll have a cup 
of tea or two as well.  If you would to talk to us about your gardening ideas, 
please feel to email Lucy Sarto via the P&C website. 

 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
Please check in lost property (near the Uniform Shop in the Pacific Building) for any 
lost items.  Unnamed non-school wear Items will be donated to Vinnies periodically. 
Unnamed school items will be donated to the school second hand shop every Friday 
so please label items brought to school with your LAST NAME & CLASS. 

 

Please help to keep the second hand cupboards tidy and assist with lost property.  

It only takes a short time each week and can be done at your convenience.  

Please email donovanpippa@gmail.com  Thank you! 

 

UNIFORM SHOP The Uniform Shop sells new and second-hand school uniforms.   

Regular opening hours during School Term: 

 Monday 8.30am – 9.30am; 

 Wednesday and Friday 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 
 
For the start of 2019 the Uniform Shop will be open for additional hours: 
Tuesday 29 January to Friday 1 February 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 
 

Email uniform orders to DemUniformShop@gmail.com  
See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/ for more information. 

 
 

TUCKSHOP  
Hot food can only be ordered through Munch Monitor. 
Fruit salad will be available in Term 4 - $4. 
 
Steps to set-up your Munch Monitor account: 
1. Go to: www.munchmonitor.com/Account/Login 

2. New users need to register (school ID is “nsds”; school password is 

munch2060”)   Questions- email: info@munchmonitor.com 

See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/ for more information. 

 

mailto:donovanpippa@gmail.com
mailto:DemUniformShop@gmail.com
http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/
http://www.munchmonitor.com/
mailto:info@munchmonitor.com
http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/


Dem Community News   
1

st
 North Sydney Scouts are selling Christmas Trees at the Dem on the 

weekends of 8-9 December and 15-16 December: www.northsydneyscouts.org 

Community Party & Family Carols on 16 December 2018 on the grounds 
surrounding St Thomas' Anglican Church at North Sydney.  This is a free event with 
jumping castle, slide, Shetland pony rides and more.  There will be free children's 
craft, face painting and refreshments. The afternoon starts at 4pm and leads into the 
Carol service at 6pm. Corner of McLaren and Church Street, North Sydney. 

Australian Red Cross blood donations Make an appointment call: 13 14 95 
https://www.donateblood.com.au/blood-donor-centre/north-sydney-mobile-donor-
centre-mary-mackillop-place 

Norths Pirates Junior Rugby Club invites you to pre-register for 2019 at: 

https://picarevive.typeform.com/to/fRBiHR. Official registrations for the 2019 rugby 

union season open in January. If you have queries please email 

northspiratesjuniorrego@gmail.com or visit our website www.northspirates.com  

Greenwich Learn to Sail Learn to sail at Greenwich ph 0468 655 228 or visit: 

gsc.org,au 

Tackers Learn to Sail Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, Peel St, Kirribilli ph 9017 

0154 or visit: www.rsys.com.au/tackers 

JAFFA - Friday afternoons from 3pm-4:45pm, for year 3-6 students, held at St 

Thomas' Anglican Church. Free! For more information: www.st-thomas.org.au/jaffa 

or email: Jaffa@st-thomas.org.au  

Spit Swimming Club at Balmoral Baths For more information see: 
www.spitswimclub.org 

Key Assets: Looking for foster carers – please call: 1800 WE CARE or see 

iwanttofoster.com.au     

World Education Program (WEP) Australia is looking for volunteer host families for 

overseas students arriving in Australia in February 2019. Go to wep.org.au  

https://www.donateblood.com.au/blood-donor-centre/north-sydney-mobile-donor-centre-mary-mackillop-place
https://www.donateblood.com.au/blood-donor-centre/north-sydney-mobile-donor-centre-mary-mackillop-place
http://www.northspirates.com/
http://www.rsys.com.au/tackers
http://www.st-thomas.org.au/jaffa
mailto:Jaffa@st-thomas.org.au
http://www.spitswimclub.org/
file://///DETNSW.WIN/2766/Faculty/Office/OFFICE%20ADMIN/DEM%20NEWSLETTER/2018/Middle%20section/Term%203%202018/27%20July%202018/wep.org.au
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aul.watson@bigmusic.com.au 
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