
   The Dem  

   Newsletter 

What’s On? 
 

Monday 27 August 

* NO Junior Choir 

* P&C Spell-a-thon Test 

Marking 
 

Tuesday 28 August 

* Year 2 Excursion - NSW Art 

Gallery for 2JW, 2JT & 2MB 
 

Wednesday 29 August 

* Intermediate Band 

* Zone Field Carnival 
 

Thursday 30 August 

* Senior Band 

* Year 2 Excursion - NSW Art 

Gallery for 2ML, 2SB & 2JD 

* Year 1 Excursion - School 

House Museum for 1AY, 1LJ & 

1NB 
 

Friday 31 August 

* Junior Band 

* Zone Track Carnival 

* Year 1 Excursion – School 

House Museum for classes 

1SP, 1TM & 1LH 

* P&C K-2 Disco from 5pm 

* PRC closes at midnight 

 

Monday 3 September 

* Junior Choir 

 

Wednesday 5 September 

* Intermediate Band 

 

Thursday 6 September 

* Senior Band 

* EAL/D Parent Information 

Evening, from 5pm in 

McHatton Staffroom 

 

Friday 7 September 

* Junior Band 

* SRC Fundraiser – Tracky 

Dack Day in support of TLC 

for Kids.  

 

 

 

 

Week 5 – Friday 24 August 2018 
 
Book Parade 
This week was the K-2 Book Parade. Our 
enthusiastic K-2 students dressed for the 
occasion and had a great time parading 
with their class and teacher with family 
and friends present. 
 

 

Room to Read Fundraiser 
Gold coin donations totalling $684 will 
go to Room to Read, an organisation that 
builds libraries and schools in poor 
countries, publishes books in local 
languages and helps children attend 
school. Thank you for your donations! 
 
 
 
Year 5 Camp 
Last week, the Year 5 
students and teachers 
travelled to the Great Aussie 
Bush Camp at Tea Gardens. It 
was a challenging and 
enjoyable three days full of 
activities that helped develop 
teamwork and 
communication skills in 
addition to encouraging each 
and every student to stretch 
their comfort zones. Students 
participated in activities that 
included: the giant swing, 
canoeing, raft building and 
bush craft. Big thank you to 
Ms Rawson for organising 
such a memorable camp! 
 
  



Multicultural Public Speaking 
Romy in Year 5 competed in the Multicultural Public Speaking Regional Final on Tuesday this week at 
Cammeray. Romy has been ranked in the top 100 students out of 25,000 students eligible for the 
competition. She represented the northern area in the final and was placed in the top three for her 
multicultural speech "Human rights and wrongs" and in the top four for her impromptu speech on the 
topic "Being the best".  What a fantastic effort - well done Romy! 
 
P&C:  Spell-a-Thon 
Well done to all students for completing the Spell-a-Thon yesterday.  The P&C volunteers will mark all 
tests on Monday next week and return test papers to teachers so you will be able to collect your 
sponsorship monies from family and friends. All sponsorship money is due to the office by Friday next 
week, 31 August.  
 
P&C:  K-2 Disco – Friday 31 August 
The P&C are gearing up for the annual K-2 Disco to be held on Friday 31 August, from 5pm in the Hall. All 
K-2 families are invited to put on their dancing shoes and come along for a twilight event full of fun, 
music and movement. Tickets are $5 per child which includes food and a drink and can be purchased at 
the door on the night or via the payment form sent home last week with K-2 students. Please note that 
this is not a drop and go event – all parents/carers must be on site to supervise children. There will be 
much preparation during the day leading up to the Disco, so if you are available to volunteer some time 
to help please sign up on the P&C’s Event Volunteering site http://www.thedempc.com.au/event-
volunteering/?sheet_id=26 or email me at myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
New School Website 
The Department of Education has been progressively rolling out a new generation website platform 
nationally during 2018. The migration process for North Sydney Dem has occurred recently and as at 
today we have a new school website address which is https://nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 
Through the migration process some areas of the old website have not been effectively transferred. 
Please bear with us while these issues are ironed out and stay updated with school news via the Dem 
Newsletter which is communicated to our parent community not only on the website but by the School 
Stream app, via email on School Bytes and also our Facebook page.  
 
English as an Additional Language or Dialect Parent Information Evening – Thursday 6 September 
If your child is participating in the EAL/D program this year, you are invited to attend a parent 
information evening where our EAL/D teachers, Ms Bethany O’Brien and Ms Sue Manning, will discuss 
the expectations of the English language development program and answer any queries you may have. 
A copy of the attendance note can be found on page 6 of this newsletter. If you have not yet had the 
chance to return the note this week, please do so as soon as possible. We will do our best to arrange 
interpreters in your language. 
 
G&T Information Evening – Monday 10 September 
We will be holding an information evening for parents who have a child in Kindergarten 2018 or who are 
new to the school in 2018 and would like to find out more about the school’s Gifted & Talented policy 
and provisions. The information evening will start at 6.00pm on Monday 10 September in the staffroom 
located in McHatton Building. Topics to be covered on this evening include: 

• What is giftedness? 

• What are the school’s policy and provisions for gifted students? 

• How will the school identify and cater for the needs of my child? 

This information night is particularly useful for parents who are unsure about whether their child may be 
gifted.  Letters and G&T nomination forms were sent home to all Kindergarten students and any new 
students who enrolled at the Dem between Term 3, 2017 and now. If you have any questions about the 
G&T program, please contact Holly Kendall via email at holly.kendall2@det.nsw.edu.au 

 

http://www.thedempc.com.au/event-volunteering/?sheet_id=26
http://www.thedempc.com.au/event-volunteering/?sheet_id=26
mailto:myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au
https://nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:holly.kendall2@det.nsw.edu.au


Festival of the Arts – Wednesday 12 September 
It’s that time of year where we showcase all our creative arts groups in the Dem’s annual Festival of the 
Arts!  As always we look forward to seeing all our students perform in their chosen groups showing us 
what they have been so diligently rehearsing throughout the year.  The Recorder Group and Senior 
Choir have already participated in their major concerts for the year, but it is still a great performance 
opportunity for them to perform in front of parents and carers along with our K-2 Choir, Junior Choir 
and Band groups. A participation note went home this week for you to let us know if your child is able to 
perform on the night with their group. A copy of the note can be found at page 9 of this newsletter. 
 
Schools Writing Competition 
If your child likes to write and is interested in participating in the 2018 Schools Writing Competition, 
please see a copy of the competition entry form and more details on page 23 of this newsletter. You can 
also enter online at www.write4fun.net. The closing date for entries is Friday 31 August 2018. 
 
Seasons for Growth Program commencing in Term 4 
Changes and loss are issues that affect all of us at some stage in our lives. At North Sydney 
Demonstration School we recognise that when changes occur in families through death, separation, 
divorce or related circumstances, young people may benefit from learning how to manage these 
changes effectively.  
We are therefore continuing to offer a very successful education program called Seasons for Growth, 
which will commence in Week 1 of Term 4.  If your child has experienced some significant change to 
their circumstances in the last 2 years and needs support in coping please refer to pages 10-11 for some 
further information about the program.  
The program is open to children in Years 1 to 6 and will run for 10 weeks during class time for 50-60 
minutes. Please note that this program is not suitable for children in Kindergarten. If you have further 
questions or would like a copy of the application form, please email Mrs Amanda Vaga at 
Amanda.coroneos@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
Tell Them From Me Parent Survey 
The Partners in Leadership parent survey is part of the Tell Them From Me suite of surveys on student 
engagement. The parent survey helps to clarify and strengthen the important relationship between 
parent and school.  The survey window will be open from Monday 27 August to Friday 26 October and 
can be accessed using this link: https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/b38gn. 
Running this survey will help our school understand parents’ and carers’ perspectives on their child’s 
experience at school. These include: communication between parents/carers and staff, activities and 
practices at home and parent/carer views on the school's support of learning and behaviour. This 
valuable feedback will help our school make practical improvements. 
The survey is conducted entirely online at home or on public computers. The survey will typically take 15 
minutes or less to complete and is completely confidential. Participating in the survey is entirely 
voluntary, however, your responses are very much appreciated. This year the survey is also offered in 
Arabic and Traditional Chinese.   
 
Tell Them From Me Student Survey 
The Tell Them From Me student survey will provide school principals and school leaders with insight into 
student engagement, wellbeing and effective teaching practices at their school, from the perspective of 
students. The survey is confidential and can be used either as a one-off survey or to identify trends 
within schools over time and better inform school priorities. A permission note was sent home this week 
with students in Years 4 to 6. If you DO NOT wish your child to take part in this survey, please return the 
note to the office by the indicated date. Only students in Years 4-6 will participate in this survey. 
 
Please see pages 12-15 in this newsletter for information about both the Student and Parent surveys. 
You can also find more information on the Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation at 
www.cese.nsw.gov.au. 

http://www.write4fun.net/
mailto:Amanda.coroneos@det.nsw.edu.au
https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/b38gn
http://www.cese.nsw.gov.au/


Senior Gardening Lunchtime Club Volunteer Needed  
A number of students in Years 3-6 are keen to take part in a weekly lunchtime gardening club. As our 
teachers in Years 3-6 are already stretched with playground duties and other lunchtime clubs I am 
looking for a parent or community member who is happy to attend the school for one lunch time per 
week to support the students with gardening. The volunteer/s will need to have a Working With 
Children Check (we can show you how to get one) and will need to be available between 11:55am to 
12:50pm one day per week. If this is you please email me at myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) on School Students with Disability 

Since 2015 all schools in Australia (government, independent and Catholic) have participated in a 
process of data collection for students with a disability. This initiative which has been trialled for the 
previous two years is known as the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data for School Students with 
Disability. The meaning of the word disability for the purposes of this data collection process is derived 
from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and has a broad meaning. It includes, for example, the 
presence in the body of organisms causing disease or illness and also the existence of a disorder or 
malfunction that results in a person learning differently.  
The purpose of collecting this information is to ensure that all stakeholders have a clear picture of the 
number and level of adjustments that are required so that students with a disability can fully participate 
in education. Ultimately, this information will provide us with a very clear understanding of what 
support teachers and schools need to ensure all children are successful. Our school is now in the process 
of finalising the collection of this data. If your child’s teacher has made significant adjustments to their 
teaching program or practices in order for your child to successfully access the curriculum, their name 
will be included on the school’s register. This is not a public document.  If you are interested in further 
information please email Mr Ashley Grimmond at Ashley.grimmond@det.nsw.edu.au or Mrs Amanda 
Vaga at Amanda.coroneos@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
Absences 
If your child is absent from school you must inform your child’s teacher or the school office on the day. 
Please email your child’s teacher and/or the school office nthsyddem-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au with 
your child’s details and the reason for their absence from school. The Department requires your child’s 
teacher to chase up every unexplained absence in their class. This process takes up valuable time that 
could be spent preparing lessons or providing feedback to your child. Please help us by always emailing 
through the reason for an absence. You can also phone the school office on 99552822 to provide this 
information.  
 

SchoolStream App Version 2.0 
Version 2.0 of School Stream was released last week. The update is available via the Apple and Google 
Play stores. Please see more information on page 20 of this newsletter. 
 

North Sydney Council’s draft Ward Street Precinct Masterplan 
North Sydney Council has prepared a draft Masterplan for the Ward Street precinct in order to plan for 
the urban renewal of the precinct and improve the public domain offering of the North Sydney CBD.  
This Masterplan will be on public exhibition from Tuesday 7 August to Monday 8 October 2019. Please 
see pages 21-22 of this newsletter for further information if you are interested in offering feedback to 
the Council. 
 

Do you know someone starting school next year? 
Enrolments are open for 2019 at North Sydney Demonstration School. Enrolling now will ensure that 
children are booked into the school’s Orientation Program and that parents are aware of all dates for 
future information evenings and school tours. The next school tour will be held on Tuesday  
11 September. There will be a further two dates in Term 4 should you be unable to attend this term. 
 
Myra Wearne, Principal 
myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Junior Choir (Year 3&4) 
No morning rehearsal on Monday 27 August.  I have a meeting to attend.  Thank you for 
your understanding.  
Sue Manning, Junior Choir coordinator  

 

Statement of Account  
Term 3 Statements of Account reminders were emailed to parents last Friday  
10 August 2018.  If you have recently made a payment, thank you for your 
payment and please ignore the reminder.  When paying online (via POP) please 
check what is still outstanding by calling the Office on 9955 2822. Please keep a 
note of payments made so that you do not accidentally pay for items twice. Thank you. 

 

School Travel 
You can update student details (and apply for a new card) online at 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the school buses: 

 665W (morning) & 664W (afternoon) call Willoughby Depot: 9941 9215; 

 667W (afternoon) call North Sydney Depot: 9245 9261. 

 

Volunteering at the Dem 
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers at the Dem.  As part of DoE child protection and 
security measures, please remember to sign in and out at the school office.  The office 
will also need to have a completed 2018 Volunteer Statutory Declaration or current 
WWCC on file for you. Thank you for your help! 
 

Late Arrivals and Early Departures  
All students who arrive late and/or leave early must be signed in/out by parents at the 
front office where they will be given an attendance slip to take to the teachers.  

 

Please check your voicemail for a message 
If you have received a missed call from the school, please check your voicemail 

messages so the office will know where to best direct your call when you call back.   

 

Spare clothes for school 
Please make sure your child (particularly in K to 2) has a spare pair of underpants and a 

pair of shorts in a plastic bag in their school bag each day.  The school office can lend 

outer clothes if necessary on a wash and return basis, but for hygiene reasons we 

cannot re-use underwear.  If your child has to be given a brand new pair of underpants 

to wear and keep, a charge of $2.00 to cover the cost, will be added to your account.   

  

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/


EAL/D Parent Information Night – 6 September  
If you wish to attend the English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D or ESL) 
parent Information Night on Thursday 6 September from 5pm to 6pm in the Staffroom 
please return the note below to the Dem School Office ASAP.  We will do our best to 
arrange interpreters in your language. 
Thank you, Bethany O’Brien and Sue Manning, EAL/D teachers 

  



FABStar!  

FABStar! is an initiative to recognise 
positive behaviours in the playground. 
A FABStar! slip was drawn from all the 
students who received FABstar! slips in 
recognition of their positive behaviour 
on the playground last week.  

 

 

 

 

This week’s K-2 FabStar is 
Damon from Year 1 who found 
something that belonged to a 
teacher and responsibly handed 
it in.  Thank you Damon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



BAND NEWS 

Senior Band Withdrawn from NSW Band Festival 
Parents and Senior Band Members have all been notified by Directions in Music that 

the Senior Band has been withdrawn from the NSW Band Festival being held this 

Sunday 26 August 2018.  If you have any questions please call Phil Molloy on 0404 

462 449. www.directionsinmusic.com.au 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge - PRC 

The 2018 Premier’s Reading Challenge closes Friday 31 August – 1 week to go!  
There are now over 746 students participating in the PRC. Congratulations to the 
students who have completed the challenge already. We have some enthusiastic 
students who are doubling, tripling and quadrupling the PRC required number of 
books. If your child wants to double the PRC they will need to write down the books 
they have read and hand the record sheet with their name and class on it into the 
library.  

Students need to have entered all of the books they have read on to their Personal 
Reading Records online by the closing date of 31 August 2018. Instructions are 
below outlining how your child can logon to the NSW PRC website at home and 
enter in the books that they have read.  

 
How do students log in to the NSW Premier's Reading Challenge website? 
1. Click this link https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html which will redirect you 

to the NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge home page. 
2. On the PRC website homepage, click on Logon on the menu to login. 
3. It will take you to the NSW Department of Education portal login page. 

Students will need to enter in their username and password here. Your child's 
teacher can provide user name and password if unknown. 

4. Once logged on the page will state 'Personal Reading Record for…(student's 
name)… 

5. Click on Student Reading Records (enter book) and you can start adding books. 
TIP: If you enter the PRC ID number and press ‘add’ all the book details will appear. 
PRC ID numbers can be found on the last page of the book. 

 

REMEMBER 

K-2 students will need to read or have a parent read to them a total of 30 books. 

3-6 students will need to independently read 20 books. 

If you have any queries regarding the PRC please contact Mrs Kylie Milostic 

(kylie.milostic@det.nsw.edu.au) or you can visit the library any morning  

from 8:30-8:50 or afternoon from 2:55-3:15 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
mailto:kylie.milostic@det.nsw.edu.au


  



  



  



  



 



  



  



P&C News  
 

Proposed Mobile Phone tower  

TPG and Huawei are proposing a mobile phone tower outside 19 Bay Road, which is 
close to the school. Details of the proposal can be found here: 
https://www.rfnsa.com.au/2060075.  

If you are concerned by this, the call for submissions closes on the 6th of 
September. Please contact Blake Hender at blake.hender@huawei.com or contact 
the P&C at president@thedempc.com.au 

 

P&C SPELL-A-THON 
If you would like to join the marking team on Monday 27 August 2018 please email 

thedempc@gmail.com 

 

K-2 Disco Friday 31 August 2018 from 

5-7pm at the Dem Lady Hay Hall  

Time to dust off your dancing shoes and get 

ready for the K-2 Disco Friday 31 August 5PM-

7PM, at the North Sydney Demonstration School 

Lady Hay Hall! Purchase tickets at the door or 

prepay with a completed K-2 Disco form. Forms were sent home with your child on 

Wednesday 8 August and must be received by your child's classroom teacher by 

Wednesday 29 August, with money included. 

If you pre-pay, we will send entry wristbands and food tickets home with your child 

the day of the Disco, Friday 31 August.  Please be sure to bring both the wristband 

and food ticket with you to the Disco. Parents receive free entry to the Disco, 

however, they will need to purchase food via the prepay ticket or at the Disco. 

We are in need of some volunteers to help out on the night of the Disco. Take a 

break from dancing and lend a hand for an hour. We really appreciate it! Please 

volunteer at: http://www.thedempc.com.au/event-volunteering/?sheet_id=26 

 
Any cake bakers out there able to whip up some tasty treats for the cake stall? 

Cookies, jelly cups, brownies, cupcakes, vegan sweets, gluten free, whatever suits 

your baking adventure and taste buds.  Just be sure your treat is nut free and a list of 

ingredients are provided on the box. Cake boxes are available from your class 

teacher or the school office. Please deliver your cake boxes by Friday 31 August 

during school drop off, starting at 8:00AM in the McHatton building. 

We're looking forward to a great night, and hope to see you there! 

Important: this is NOT a drop and go event. You MUST stay and supervise your 

child.  Thank you. 

https://www.rfnsa.com.au/2060075
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P&C News Cont’d 

 
P&C MEETINGS 
Everyone is welcome to attend our monthly meetings.  The next P&C meeting will 

be on Wednesday 12 September at 6.30pm in the library.  

P&C website: http://www.thedempc.com.au/ 

 

Adult & Toddler Gardening Club (9am Tuesdays)   

We will be meeting 9am every Tuesday (except rainy mornings) at the 
front of the school for about an hour. Please join us whenever you can. We'll have a 
cup of tea or two as well.  If you would to talk to us about your gardening ideas, 
please feel to email Lucy Sarto via the P&C website. 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
Please check in lost property (near the Uniform Shop in the Pacific Building) for any 
lost items.  Unnamed non-school wear Items will be donated to Vinnies periodically. 
Unnamed school items will be donated to the school second hand shop every Friday 
so please label items brought to school with your LAST NAME & CLASS. 

 

 

The Uniform Shop sells new and second-hand school uniforms.   UNIFORM SHOP 
Opening hours: 

 Monday 8.30am – 9.30am (including SDD Mon 23 July 2018); 

 Wednesday and Friday 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 

Email uniform orders to DemUniformShop@gmail.com  
See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/uniform-shop/ for more information. 

 
 
TUCKSHOP  
Hot food can only be ordered through Munch Monitor. 
Soup for $4.00 is available on Mondays and Tuesdays.  

Steps to set-up your Munch Monitor account: 
1. Go to: www.munchmonitor.com/Account/Login 

2. New users need to register (school ID is “nsds”; school password is 

munch2060”)   Questions- email: info@munchmonitor.com 

See: http://www.thedempc.com.au/tuck-shop/ for more information. 
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Dem Community News   

Strings Ensemble Places for the string ensemble in Term 3 are open. Lessons for 

violin, viola and cello also available. To join or for more details, please contact David 

Tocknell at david.tocknell@dtmusicmaking.com or 0403 931 843. 

JAFFA - Friday afternoons from 3pm-4:45pm, for year 3-6 students, held at St 

Thomas' Anglican Church. Free! For more information: www.st-thomas.org.au/jaffa 

or email: Jaffa@st-thomas.org.au  

Typing 4 KIDS Touch-typing: the skill of using the correct finger on the correct key 

to build muscle memory in the fingers whilst not looking at the keyboard. We can 

help your child with this life skill from Term 4 

info@typing4kids.com.au     www.typing4kids.com.au    0415 445 785 
 

World Education Program (WEP) Australia is a not-for-profit student exchange 

organisation. We are now looking for volunteer host families for overseas students 

arriving in Australia in February 2019. Go to wep.org.au for more information 

St Leonards Music Academy is offering a free trial lesson for any students at 
North Sydney Demonstration School. To find out more visit: 
www.stleonardsmusicacademy.com or email info@stleonardsmusicacademy.com or 
0434 292 629.  
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School Stream 

 



 



  



 

Free entry – open to all students from Kindergarten onwards.  For more information 

about prizes and conditions see: https://www.write4fun.net/competitions/62 
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