
Week 5 - Friday 19 August 2016  
 

Walking to School Initiative and Road Safety 
As we experience more glorious weather I would like to remind all parents about the 
many benefits of encouraging their children to walk to school. We all know an active 
lifestyle has many health benefits. For our children additional benefits of walking to 
school include increased independence and more developed interpersonal skills.  There 
have been four suitable routes jointly determined by both our Student Executive and 
representatives from the Bicycle Network for students to use when walking to school. 
The routes, which are an initiative of North Sydney Council, are clearly visible with 
colourful footpath signage and a starting spot.  I have included the map again on page 
4 for your convenience. Teachers will be discussing the benefits of walking to school 
with their students this week.  
Where circumstances mean that you must drive your child to school please be aware of 
the high pedestrian and vehicular traffic around the school.   
The school will continue to encourage parking ranger presence in the afternoons and 
mornings to ensure that dangerous behaviours such as double parking and 3 point 
turns are discouraged. Please refer to page 3 and review the current driving behaviours 
being policed at this time.  
 

Spelling Bee Super Spellers! 
Earlier this week 3-6 students took part in the annual Premier’s Spelling Bee. Stage 
finalists competed in the school final, spelling words such as ‘kaleidoscope’ and 
‘alcheringa’ to make it through to the next level. The audience watched in awe as many 
of our students demonstrated their skills when delivering perfect spelling of these 
incredibly difficult words. The winner and runner up from each category will now 
represent North Sydney Dem at the regional final to be held on Monday 12 September. 
Congratulations to the finalists and we wish them all the best. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stage 2 Winner: Achintya  (R) Stage 3 Winner: Sri Vaishnavi (R) 

Stage 2 Runner up: Charley (L) Stage 3 Runner Up: Emma  (L) 
 

Interrelate Program for Years 5 & 6 

This year, students in Year 5 and 6 will be taking part in the Interrelate program during 
school hours. This program is designed to meet the NSW PDHPE Syllabus outcomes 
relating to the beginning of puberty, body changes and friendship issues. Students will 
be completing two lessons with Interrelate presenters during the next few weeks. 
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Book Week: 22–26 August 

 

Monday 22 August 

Year 1 Excursion to MCA 

(1DH, 1JW & 1SF) 

 

Tuesday 23 August 

Book Week Author Visit – 

Tohby Riddle 

 

Wednesday 24 August 

* Yr 5 Catholic Scripture 

   Excursion to Mary  

   McKillop Church 

* Yr 5/6 Anglican Scripture  

   Excursion to St Thomas’ 

   Church 

 

Thursday 25 August 

* Zone Field Carnival 

* Recorder Group perform 

   at the Festival of  

   Instrumental Music –  

   Sydney Opera House 

 

Friday 26 August 

* Zone Track Carnival 

* Yr1 Excursion to MCA     

   (1LJ & 1TM) 

* K-2 Disco – 5:00pm 

 

Monday 29 August 

* Kindergarten Excursion to 

   Sydney Aquarium 

* Book Week Author Visit – 

   Gus Gordon 

 

Tuesday 30 August 

Junior Choir Rehearsal – 

Ryde Civic Centre 

 

Wednesday 31 August 

Gifted & Talented 

Information Evening for 

Kindergarten parents 

 



Book Week Parade Excitement 
What a great day for a parade – the playground was a sea of 
colour, with some excellent costumes depicting students’ 
favourite characters and books. It was nice to see our teachers 
getting into the parade spirit as well. 

Well done Mrs Bennett and Team for making this annual parade 
another successful Library event!  A big thank you to our young 
photographer of the day too, Tom in Year 6, who took these 
terrific shots as well as many others. 

 

NAPLAN Results 
A copy of NAPLAN results for students in Year 3 and Year 5 will be sent home with students on Monday.  Please 
advise the classroom teacher should you not receive your copy or if you require an additional copy. 
 

Semester 2 Schedule of Payments / New Finance System 
If you have not received a copy of the Schedule of Payments for Terms 3 and 4 please contact the school office to 
check your address details on our system. For the changes in payment methods in Term 3 please see page 5. 
Please be reminded that POP (Parent Online Payments) will not be available until early next Term. Thank you for 
your understanding while the new system is being put in place.  

A detailed description of the items listed on your child/ren’s Schedule of Payments can be found on the school 
website.  Should you require financial assistance with regard to the Schedule of Payments, please feel free to 
email me directly at myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au  
 

Working Bee – Sunday 21 August 
If you like to garden and be outside in the sunshine for a good cause, then come along and join our P&C gardening 
elves at the working bee this Sunday.  Please contact Christina Silk on 0409 604 464 or Carmen Schnegg on 0416 
334 175 to RSVP.  Morning tea and lunch is included. 
 

K-2 Disco – Friday 26 August! 
It’s almost time for our K-2 kids to polish their dancing shoes and to bring the glitter out. Yes it’s the K-2 Disco!!!! 
This is one of the most fun evenings of the year and one that is eagerly anticipated by our youngest members of 
the school community. Thank you to all of the parents who have volunteered to help out and make this a 
wonderful event! 
 

Need a fun night out – Friday 9 September  
Step back in time at the North Sydney Dem Retro Disco Night. This evening will be a great event with the live band 
Planet Groove playing hits from the 70's & 80's. You can purchase your $50 ticket at 
www.trybooking.com/209725. Please note that this is an event for adults over the age of 18. 
 

Are you good with numbers? P&C bookkeeper required. 
The Dem P&C is looking for a bookkeeper to assist the Treasurer and Committee in general. If you are interested 
in this position please contact the P&C President, Carmen Schnegg via email on thedempc@gmail.com or by 
phone on 0416 334 175. 

 

Myra Wearne,  

Principal 

mailto:myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au
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mailto:thedempc@gmail.com


 



  



SCHOOL NEWS  

Changes to Payment Methods during Term 3  
Due to the transition to the new NSW public schools’ finance system there will be a 

financial freeze during the week Monday 29 August to Friday 2 September.   

Please remember the following changes to payment methods in Term 3: 

 Please do not use POP for the remainder of Term 3; 

 EFTPOS, Cash and cheque payments will be accepted at the School Office until 

Friday 26 August;   

 No payments can be accepted from Monday 29 August to Friday 2 September; 

 From Tuesday 6 September the School can once again accept EFTPOS, cash 

and cheque payments;   

 POP will resume in Term 4 2016. 

Thank you for your understanding and patience.  If you have any questions please call 

the school office on 9955 2822. 

 

 

Band News 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

 NSW School Band Festival: Sunday 28 August - Senior Band only 

 Crows Nest Festival: Sunday 16 October - Senior & Intermediate Bands 

 Festival of the Arts: Wednesday 26 October - Senior & Intermediate Bands 

 Junior Band Solo night – date TBC (likely week 8 or 9 Term 4) 

 End of Year All Bands Concert – Monday 28 November – all Bands  
 

Instrument Repairs 

Please contact Melissa Lanigan if your child’s instrument is hired through the school 

and requires repairs.  

Enquiries 
Band Committee Secretary, Melissa Lanigan MELISSA.LANIGAN@det.nsw.edu.au 

 

mailto:MELISSA.LANIGAN@det.nsw.edu.au


FABStar! 

FABStar! is an initiative to recognise 

positive behaviours in the 

playground. A FABStar! slip was 

drawn from all the students who 

received FABStar! slips in 

recognition of their positive 

behaviours on the playground last 

week.  

 

 
 

Our K-2 Fabstar! this week is Ben Lewis from 
KAW who helped a friend who was hurt to get 
help from the teacher. 

 
Graeme Ferguson our wonderful GA was also 
nominated for his work cleaning up the 
playground! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Our 3-6 Fabstar! this week are Tyrone and 
Oliver who showed kindness by stopping 
their game to help a younger student who 
was injured.  
  
  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you everyone for your tremendous efforts to make this year’s Book Week 
Parade such a success!  

Yesterday at the parade our favourite and much loved book characters came alive!  

Not only did we have Little Red Riding Hood, Tashi, Brian the piranha from Piranhas 
Don’t Eat Bananas amongst us, we also witnessed Robin Hood, Harry Potter, Ned 
Kelly, Hermione Granger, Connor and Alex from The Land of Stories, Gandalf, 
dinosaurs, Princess Leia, Storm Troopers, superheroes and many more standing side 
by side on such a special occasion enjoying each other’s company having fun. What a 
great way to celebrate our love of reading!  

Thank you everyone for your kind Book Week donations totalling over $480!  The 
amazing student executives collected the money which will be donated to the 
Indigenous Literacy Foundation to help our remote communities with their literacy 
projects.   What a perfect day!  

 

Don’t forget that if your child is aiming to complete this year’s Premier’s Reading 
Challenge (PRC) please ensure that their reading record is entered on the PRC 
website by the end of today. If your child is reading above and beyond please 
record the extra books read and forward the list to me. Congratulations on a job 
well done to our 408 students who have so far completed this year’s PRC.  

Next Tuesday we welcome our first Book Week 2016 author: Tohby Riddle.  

Tohby is an award-winning writer, illustrator, cartoonist, designer and sometime editor 
based in Sydney. He has written and illustrated numerous well-loved picture books (My 
Uncle’s Donkey, The Singing Hat, Nobody Owns the Moon and more); written a novel 
(published as a young adult book); was the cartoonist for the Good Weekend (the 
Saturday magazine of the Sydney Morning Herald and The Age) for nearly ten years; 
and is a former editor of the The School Magazine.  

  

Alice Bennett (alice.bennett3@det.nsw.edu.au) 
Teacher Librarian 

  

Library News 

mailto:alice.bennett3@det.nsw.edu.au


P&C News 

Great way to get the whole family involved in looking after 
their school grounds. If you can only make it for an hour, 
that’s fine. Any time you can spare is greatly appreciated. 

We’ll be: 

● Cleaning and weeding the area along McHatton Street 
and the bottom of the Pacific Playground; 

● Cleaning the drains;  

● Weeding the area adjacent to River building; 

● Weeding the gardens around the Haven; 

● Plus more if we have enough people to help! 

Come and get 

your hands 

dirty at our 

next Working Bee 

SUNDAY 21 August 9.30am –3.00pm 

(includes Morning Tea & BBQ Lunch) 

We will be providing morning tea as well 
as a BBQ lunch! Please text us so we 
know that you are coming: 

Christina Silk 0409 604 464 

Carmen Schnegg 0416 334 175 



P&C News continued 

 

 

 

I would like to say a HUGE THANK YOU to the following parents who very kindly came 
in to help mark the Spellathon papers last Friday - Megs, Sonya, Denise, Brinda, 
Nirmala, Emma, Laurens, Vanessa and Adrienne.   

Remember : the last day to return Spellathon monies is Friday 26 August 2016! 

Carmen  

P&C President 

 

 

  



P&C News continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Dem Community News 

Dem P&C Bookkeeper required (paid position) 
The Dem P&C is looking for a bookkeeper.  Please contact the P&C President Carmen via email 
thedempc@gmail.com or phone: 0416 334 175. 
 
Part Time/ Flexible Accounting Supervisor – position vacant 
CABEL Partners is located in North Sydney and is looking for a CA/CPA qualified person with at least 
5 years of experience.  Email your resume to Anna on anna@plan2action.com.au or call the 
Managing Partner Phil Browne for more information on 0412 135 402. 

 

Play cricket this summer with North Sydney Juniors 
To register online, please go to: 
http://www.northsydneyjuniors.nsw.cricket.com.au/content.aspx?file=10646|42390r  
Many options available for Boys and Girls aged from 4 to 16 years old.  Girls only competitions as 

well as new Friday night training is also available.  For more details see: www.northsydneycc.com.au  

 
North Steyne Nippers registrations are now open 
For more information email nippers@northsteyneslsc.com.au ; call David Guthrie on 0438 677 423 or 
Brian Mariotti on 0457 616 993 or go to: www.northsteyneslsc.com.au 
 
Brothers Oz Tag (Non contact Rugby League Competition)  
Summer Oz Tag for Boys and Girls aged 5 to 15 starts Tuesday 11 October 2016.   
For all enquiries please contact Annette Hema on Ph: 0404 610 048 or email: 
brothersoztag@hotmail.com  or visit: www.brothersoztag.com.au to register online. 

 
Northbridge Sailing Club Open Day on Sunday 28 August from 10am to 2pm Bethwaite Lane 
(end of Sailors Bay Road), Northbridge.  For more information, visit: www.nsc.asn.au  

 

Sydney Girls High School Open Night: Wednesday 7 September from 4pm to 7pm.  

Address: Anzac Parade, Surry hills 2010 

Website: www.sghs.nsw.edu.au Phone: 9331 2336 

 

Parliament of NSW Family Fun Day on Friday 7 October from 10am to 3pm Fun activities, 

sausage sizzle.  Enquiries:  9230 2047 or dps.education@parliament.nsw.edu.gov.au  

 

Sydney Technical High School Information Morning: Thursday 13 October at 9:15am.  

Address: 686 Forest Road, Bexley 2207 

Website: www.sths.nsw.edu.au Phone: 9587 5899 

 
Become a WEP host family in 2016.  WEP Australia is looking for volunteer host families now! For 
more information: https://wep.org.au/host/ 
 

Parenting Courses including sessions regarding childhood anxiety, resilience, positive & emotionally 

intelligent parenting, transition to high school and more: 

 Chatswood Community Health Centre: 57 Hercules Street Chatswood. Phone: 9887 5830 or 

go to http://www.nslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/Services/CAP  for more information. 

 Naremburn Family Care Centre: 40 Merrenburn Avenue Naremburn.  Phone: 8425 8700 or 

http://www.centacarebrokenbay.org.au/locations/naremburn-family-centre 
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The Dem Community News continued  
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