
Week 1 - Friday 22 July 2016  

 

Welcome Back 

I hope that everyone enjoyed the school holiday period and that you had an 
opportunity to relax and enjoy your time together as a family.  We have an action 
packed Term ahead of us. Please continue to check the website calendar, read the 
newsletter and stay updated by downloading the School Stream App (see page 3) so 
that you don’t miss out on any important events. 

 

School Photos 

School photos were sent home this week. If your child was in a special photo (House 
Captains, Band, Student Executive, Library Monitors or the Yr6 fun photo) these photos 
will be on display in the office foyer for you to view and order.  Please place your order 
online with The School Photographer with the necessary online code. 

Website:  www.theschoolphotographer.com.au  Code:  S560VT34N 

The cost of these photos is $16.00 each. 

 

Do you know someone starting school next year? 

If you know of a child who will be starting school for the first time next year at North 
Sydney Demonstration School please let them know that enrolments are now open for 
2017. Enrolling early will ensure that children are booked into the school’s Orientation 
Program and that parents are aware of all dates for future information evenings and 
school tours. Deputy Principal Ashley Grimmond will lead the school tour next 
Thursday 28 July at 9:15am.  

 

Education Week 

Education Week is from August 1 – August 5. During this week the school will hold 
Open Classrooms from 9:15am – 10:15am on Thursday 4 August. Please save this date 
in your calendar and schedule your work commitments if possible so that you can visit 
your child in their classroom. They would love to show you some of their work and also 
share their learning experiences with you.  

During this week we will also be holding our Semester Two Leadership Ceremony for 
Eco Ambassadors and Students Council Representatives. This ceremony will occur at 
9:15am on Friday morning. As NAIDOC week occurred this year during the winter 
holiday break we will be acknowledging our Indigenous history as part of this ceremony 
and students will then be participating in a range of Indigenous activities throughout 
the morning. If your child has been selected by their peers to represent them as either 
an Eco Ambassador or a Student Council representative you should have already 
received an invitation to attend the ceremony.    

 

Need a fun night out? 

Step back in time at the North Sydney Dem Retro Disco Night. This evening will be a 
great event with the live band Planet Groove playing hits from the 70's & 80's. Early 
Bird tickets are on sale now at www.trybooking.com/209725 

Please note that this is an event for adults over the age of 18.  See page 9 for details. 
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Friday 22 July  

PSSA sport resumes for 

Term 3 

 

Monday 25 July 

Briefing session for 

attendees of the China 

Excursion in Staffroom at 

6:30pm 

 

Tuesday 26 July  

K-6 Athletics Carnival – St 

Leonards Park 

 

Wed 27 to Fri 29 July 

Year 6 Camp 

 

Wednesday 27 July  

P&C Meeting in School 

Library at 6:30pm 

 

Friday 29 July 

PSSA Sports 

 

Monday 1 August 

Year 3 Koomurri Incursion 

in the Hall during class time 

 

Tuesday 2 August 

ICAS testing – English 

 

Thursday 4 August 

Open Classrooms as part of 

Education Week – 9:15am to 

10:15am 

 

Friday 5 August 

*PSSA Sports 

*Leadership Induction and 

NAIDOC Ceremony – Pacific 

Playground 9:15am to 11am 

 

http://www.theschoolphotographer.com.au/
http://www.trybooking.com/209725


Walk-2-School Initiative and Road Safety on McHatton Street. 

Road Safety continues to be an issue on McHatton Street and will most likely continue to be problematic while it 
remains the common drop off spot for a growing school population exceeding 800 students. As you are aware the 
street is narrow and barely allows for parking and a one way flow of traffic. Life becomes difficult and also 
dangerous when people attempt to create a third lane by driving towards the highway. While McHatton Street is 
a two way street and previous attempts to make it one way have failed, I strongly urge parents to keep the flow 
of traffic in one direction (away from the highway). I understand that for some this means going around the block 
and that this is an inconvenience. It will however improve the safety of this street for our children. 

I would also like to remind parents that there have been four suitable routes jointly determined by both our 
Student Executive and representatives from the Bicycle Network for students to use when walking to school. The 
routes, which are an initiative of North Sydney Council, are clearly visible with colourful footpath signage and a 
starting spot.  I have included the map again on page 4 for your convenience. 

Teachers will be talking to students at future 3-6 assemblies encouraging them to locate their closest walking 
route so that they can walk to school with friends when the weather permits. I also encourage parents of students 
in Years K-2 to utilise these paths either by walking from home or by locating a parking spot along one of the 
routes and walking their child the remaining distance to school.  

To further ensure the safety of students and parents along McHatton Street, the school will continue to 
encourage a ranger presence in the afternoons and mornings to ensure that dangerous behaviours such as double 
parking and 3 point turns are discouraged.  

If more parents and students utilise the Active Transport walking routes (even by parking along these routes and 
walking the remaining distance) and drivers work together to maintain a one direction flow then together with 
support from council rangers we should keep our children safe as they travel to and from school. 

 

Track Carnival 

The K-6 Track Carnival will take place next Tuesday. Students should arrive to school on time to allow for classes 
to leave the school site and walk to North Sydney Oval at 9am. Parents, grandparents and carers are welcome to 
attend. 

 

Year Six Camp  

Year 6 will head off to the Great Aussie Bush Camp next Wednesday morning and will return on Friday afternoon. 
Good luck Year 6 as you embark on your final primary school camp! 

 

Seasons for Growth 

Changes and loss are issues that affect all of us at some stage in our lives. At North Sydney Demonstration School 
we recognise that when changes occur in families through death, separation, divorce or related circumstances, 
young people may benefit from learning how to manage these changes effectively. We are therefore continuing 
to offer a very successful education program called Seasons for Growth, which will commence in Term 3.  If your 
child has experienced some significant change to their circumstances in the last 2 years and needs support in 
coping please refer to pages 7-8 for more details about the Seasons for Growth program. 

 

Myra Wearne, 
Principal 



  



  



SCHOOL NEWS 

Schedule of Payments  
The Term 3 Schedule of Payments will be mailed out next week.  Please notify the 

School Office ASAP if there have been any address or phone number changes so that 

our system can be updated.  Proof of new address is needed for address changes. 
 

Parent Online Payments (POP) – please check 

balance due 
When using POP to make a payment, please itemise what you are paying for and also 

make sure that you pay the correct amount.   

Please call the School Office on 9955 2822 from 8:30am to 3:15pm to check what 

amounts are actually still outstanding before paying online via POP.  

FABStar! 

FABStar! is an initiative to recognise 

positive behaviours in the 

playground. A FABStar! slip was 

drawn from all the students who 

received FABStar! slips in 

recognition of their positive 

behaviours on the playground last 

week.  

 

 

 

The Years 3-6 Fabstar!s this week is Raghunath 
in Year 5 who handed in some money he found 
in the playground. Thank you for your honesty! 

 



 

 

Welcome back.  I hope you all had a restful break!  

With the Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) finishing date fast 
approaching please carry on encouraging and helping your child 

to get to the finishing line. Remember those classes that complete the challenge as a 
whole class or students who read above and beyond will be invited to attend the most 
talked about magic show!  

Below is a recap of what to do to help your child finish this year’s PRC: 

- K-2 read 30 books, of these, 25 must be from the PRC booklist and up to 5 can be 
“free choices”.  Books that are read to the students by parents/carers or teachers still 
count. 

- 3-6 read 20 books, of these, 15 must be from the PRC booklist for Year 3-4 and Year 
5-6, 5 of which can be free choices. Additional books read from a series can be listed 
as “free choice” books. 

- Only 2 books from a PRC series can be listed for the challenge but  

- For students whose first language is not English, parents/carers may substitute 
reading or listening to any books on the lists for a similar boo that is written in their 
home language. All students may read a home language book. 

- Audio and electronic books also count.  

If you have any queries at all please do let me know. 

Mrs. Alice Bennett (Teacher Librarian)  

 

Band News  

Dates for Your Diary 

 NSW Band Festival: Sunday  28 August  - Senior & 
Intermediate Bands 

 Crows Nest Festival: Sunday  16 October  - Senior & Intermediate Bands 

 Festival of the Arts: Wednesday  26 October  - Senior & Intermediate Bands 

Enquiries 

If you have any enquiries regarding the Band Programme, please email Melissa 
Lanigan at melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au. 

Library News 

mailto:melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au


SEASONS FOR GROWTH PROGRAM 2016 
 

Changes and loss are issues that affect all of us at some stage in our lives. At North 

Sydney Demonstration School we recognise that when changes occur in families 

through death, separation, divorce or related circumstances, young people may benefit 

from learning how to manage these changes effectively. We are therefore continuing to 

offer a very successful education program called Seasons for Growth, which will 

commence in Term 3.  

This program is facilitated in small groups (6 students per group is the recommended 

number) and is based on research, which highlights the importance of social support 

and the need to practise new skills to cope effectively with change and loss. The 

program focuses on issues such as self-esteem, managing feelings, problem solving, 

decision-making, effective communication and support networks. 

This program is offered to students in Years 1 to 6 who are experiencing difficulty with 

dealing with change and loss. Please note that this program is not suitable for 

Kindergarten students.  

Children can refer themselves or can be referred by 

their parents or teacher. Parents are encouraged to 

speak to their child’s class teacher about their 

concerns and the actual details relevant to the 

referral. Parent permission is necessary and 

application notes are available from your child’s 

class teacher and the school office. All application 

notes should be returned to the class teacher by 

Monday 22 July 2016.  

North Sydney Demonstration School is pleased to be able to offer this important 

program and we are confident that it will be a valuable learning experience for those 

who request to be involved.  

For further information on the Seasons for Growth program and its implementation or if 

you are interested in nominating your child to participate, please contact Amanda Vaga 

or visit the Good Grief website: https://www.goodgrief.org.au/children-and-young-

people 

Amanda Vaga  amanda.coroneos@det.nsw.edu.au 

Assistant Principal 

Seasons for Growth Coordinator 

https://www.goodgrief.org.au/children-and-young-people
https://www.goodgrief.org.au/children-and-young-people
mailto:amanda.coroneos@det.nsw.edu.au


  



P&C News  

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY 12 AUGUST 2016 IN CLASS 

The Spellathon is a fun and educational event that gives students a 

fantastic opportunity to support their school. 

Last Term the Spellathon pack was distributed to all students. Please contact the 

DEM P&C on thedempc@gmail.com if you did not receive a pack or if you have any 

questions. 

The words included in the Spellathon pack will be what is tested in class 

to all students K-6 on Friday 12 August.  If you wish to sponsor your 

child please use the sponsorship form in your Spellathon pack. 

If you are available to help mark the spelling tests on Friday 12 August  

please contact Carmen at thedempc@gmail.com - we will provide 

morning tea. 

mailto:thedempc@gmail.com
mailto:thedempc@gmail.com
mailto:thedempc@gmail.com


  

The next P&C Meeting will be: 

Date: WEDNESDAY 27 JULY 

Time: 6:30PM 

Place: SCHOOL LIBRARY 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

The Dem Community News  

Toybox Early Learning is a new childcare centre located at 75 Miller Street North Sydney.  See the 
advertisement in this newsletter or call 9929 4139 for more information.  

Become a WEP host family in 2016 - WEP Australia is looking for volunteer host families now! For 
more info: https://wep.org.au/host/ 

Parenting Courses including sessions regarding childhood anxiety, resilience, positive & emotionally 

intelligent parenting, transition to high school and more: 

 Chatswood Community Health Centre: 57 Hercules Street Chatswood. Phone: 9887 5830 or 

go to http://www.nslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/Services/CAP  for more information. 

 Naremburn Family Care Centre: 40 Merrenburn Avenue Naremburn.  Phone: 8425 8700 or 

http://www.centacarebrokenbay.org.au/locations/naremburn-family-centre 

https://www.dmanalytics1.com/click?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwep.org.au%2Fhost%2F&i=4&d=i1LnZQtdQ1SH04PlUfnSYQ&e=nthsyddem-p.School%40det.nsw.edu.au&a=KPZrl5f-TAOpdi-Soj9JFg
http://www.nslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/Services/CAP
http://www.centacarebrokenbay.org.au/locations/naremburn-family-centre
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