
 

Week 6 - Friday 4 March 2016  
 

2015 PRC Completion 
Last year’s Premier’s Reading Challenge saw 5 classes complete the challenge.  
We were unable to congratulate these classes properly last year, so on Monday 
(7 March) they will all enjoy a morning Magic Show. Thanks to the Library and 
Mrs Bennett for all your efforts in encouraging our children to have a love of 
reading.  We look forward to this year’s PRC kicking off on Monday as well.   
Listen out for announcements from Mrs Bennett and Mrs Bell about the 2016 
PRC and visit the Library at every opportunity to stock up on great book titles.  
Please see page 6 for further details about the PRC and Happy Reading!! 

 

Harmony Fair - Celebrating Harmony Day 
Save the Date for Friday 18 March from 4:30- 8:30pm when the school and P&C 
will host the . North Sydney Demonstration School Harmony Fair
Join us on this special evening as we celebrate the multicultural nature of our 
school with a wide variety of food stalls 
and plenty of fun activities.  
We are currently looking for donations 
to support some of these activities and 
to be used as prizes. 
Please consider the following requests 
and send all donations to my office 
prior to Wednesday 16 March:  

 Years 1 – 2: buried treasure to be 
discovered in the sandpit on the 
night (see photo for examples of the 
treasure you might bring in from 
home); 

 Years 3 – 4: nail polish for painting nails on the night; 

 Years 5 - 6 – a plastic container 
filled with fun goodies that can be 
used as fun prizes (see photo for an 
example). 

If your child is in Kindergarten you may 
contribute to any of the above items or 
just enjoy your first Harmony Fair.  
The plan for the night is that 
approximately 80% of the activities will 
be free for any child who has 
purchased a $5 passport.  
The Passport will entitle your child to 
one turn at each of the activities and 
more turns if there is time. A small number of activities will incur a small charge. 
Passports will be sold on the night as well as before and after school during the 
week ending Friday 18 March. If you can help prepare the passports please 
email me at: myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
We also need plenty of help with activities on the night and with set-up and 
pack-up.  If you can help please click on the following link and put your name 
next to an activity: http://vols.pt/UjeFHF 

   The Dem  

   Newsletter 

What’s 
On? 

 

Monday 7 March 

* EAL/D Information 

Night for Parents in the 

Library, 6-7:30pm 
 

Wednesday 9 March 

* Zone Swimming Carnival 

*Year 6 ECOs attending 

SENNS Mtg 3:30 – 5pm 
 

Thursday 10 March 

* Selective High School 

Placement Tests 
 

Friday 11 March 

* PRC Info Session in 

Library at 3:15pm 
 

Sunday 13 March 

* Working Bee 9:30am to 

3pm see page 9 
 

Friday 18 March 

* Harmony Day 2016 – 

events in Classrooms 

* Harmony Fair from 

4:30pm in playground. 

* High School EOIs due 

to be returned by Year 6  
 

Friday 25-Monday 28 March 

* Easter Break 
 

Thursday 31 March 

* Cross Country Carnival 
 

Friday 1 April 

* Last day to return 

ICAS forms 
 

Friday 8 April 

* Last Day of Term 1 
 

Wednesday 27 April 

* First Day of Term 2 for 

students 
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Help! We have a double payments and refund dilemma 

Each term the school sends out a Schedule of Payments invoicing families for excursions, books and 
activities. Then during the Term permission notes for these excursions and activities are also sent home 
with a request that the note be signed and returned along with payment.  
Fortunately, many families pay the full amount detailed on the Schedule of Payments when it arrives 
(and we thank you for that!).  
Unfortunately, though many families forget they have already made this payment and therefore pay 
again for the excursion/activity when the permission note is sent home. 
 
At the moment NSW Public schools are currently in the process of changing their finance software to a 
single integrated system that will maintain all the information and (hopefully) allow schools to pick up 
overpayments before they happen. Until this system is up and running however, the school still needs to 
write and issue a cheque for every overpayment.  
As a significant level of overpayments and refunds are occurring, I would like to ask for your assistance 
to resolve the problem. Upon receipt of an excursion note and before making payment could you please 
refer to your schedule of payments and check that the amount has not already been paid. The office staff 
has assured me that they would prefer that you phone them and make a payment enquiry rather than 
pay twice and require a refund. The office can be contacted on 9955 2822. Thank you for your help. 
 

Is English an additional language for you? 
If English is not your first language and you would like support from the school with regards to 
communication please be aware of the following school initiatives: 

 Isabella Kim has been appointed as our Community Engagement Officer for Semester One and 
will be available on Monday mornings this Term from 8:30- 9:30 a.m. outside the office to help 
those parents requiring assistance with forms or notes. 

 An Information Evening will be held On Monday 7 March at 6:00pm in the School Library for 
parents who have English as an additional language. Information will be provided on the following 
topics: 

o Your child’s English learning at school; 
o Supporting your child at home with English; 
o Getting help filling out notes and forms; 
o Communicating with teachers; 
o Bilingualism and language development; 
o Books in different languages in the school library.  

 Translation is available in School Stream for parents whose first language is not English. You just 
need to select your language of choice in the Settings Option and School Stream will translate all 
of the custom content to help you navigate the app.  Please see instructions on page 8 of this 
Newsletter for more detail.  This option will not unfortunately translate any attachments. 

 If you are fluent in both English and another language and you are able to translate notes for the 
school we would like to speak to you about coming to a mutually agreeable arrangement.  

 
School Banking Representative at Dem Monday 7 March 8:30am to 9:30am 
If you haven’t yet had the chance to open a School Banking account, a representative from the 

Commonwealth Bank will be at the school on Monday 7 March between 8:30 – 9:30am outside the 

McHatton Building. You can also contact the P&C re School Banking at thedembanking@gmail.com 

 

School Stream 
School Stream is a phone app that allows you quick access to school information including newsletters, 
notes, upcoming events and important alerts. Details can be found on page 10 with regards to how to 
download the App. 
Please remember that the school website is also a great way of keeping on top of events and deadlines. 
For parents without access to the internet and/or a smart phone please ask the office for a hard copy of 
the weekly newsletter. 
 

Myra Wearne, Principal 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Creative Arts at the Dem 
We are well and truly getting into the swing of things with our extra-curricular 

creative arts groups! 

The 3-6 Dance group, recorder and bands are up and running for the year. 

Junior Choir (Years 3 & 4), K-2 choir, K-2 Dance and our new 3-6 musical “Show 

Tunes” group will be calling for Expressions of Interest in the next couple of weeks. 

K-2 Drama will begin in Term 2. 

Students who would like to participate need to keep an ear out for assembly 

announcements and meeting times. Notes to express an interest will also be 

available at the school office. 

If you have any questions or queries please contact Jemma Thomas 

jemma.thomas4@det.nsw.edu.au  

We are really looking forward to another fantastic year of Creative Arts at the Dem! 

 

Please return ICAS forms by Friday 1 April 2016  
For another copy of the ICAS note and form you can pick up a copy at the school 

Office or go to the notes and forms section of the Dem website:  

http://www.nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/notes-and-forms 

mailto:jemma.thomas4@det.nsw.edu.au
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It’s here next week! Starting from next Monday the 
Dem will have a new library system that will allow 
students the opportunity to take more ownership of 
their library experience. Not only will students be 
able to renew and reserve books online (from home 
or school), they will also be able to post their book reviews and do many more 
collaborative activities with the new system. Watch this space for more details! 
 
There is magic in the air! On Monday 7 March the Premier’s Reading Challenge 
online login will be open for all students and parents/carers. To help us to celebrate 
the launch this year we will have Harry the Magician at the Monday assembly. After 
the assembly those classes that have had a full class completion and the students 
who have gone above and beyond the minimum number of reading are invited to 
Harry’s magic show in the hall.  Can’t wait.  
 
Thank you so much to those parents/carers who offered to come into the library 
to help out. You will be contacted shortly. 
 
Alice Bennett  
Teacher Librarian 

 

Band News   

2016 Band Rehearsal times: 

 Junior Band rehearsals: Wednesday mornings – arrive at 

7:45am. 

 Senior Band rehearsals: Thursday mornings – arrive at 7:45am; 

 Intermediate Band rehearsals: Friday mornings – arrive at 7:45am; 

Directions in Music: 9662 2211 

Please contact DIM if you require further information regarding music lessons. 

Enquiries: For other Band questions please contact Melissa Lanigan 

(melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au) 

  

Library News 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Your child is invited to take part in this year’s NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC). This is a 

program that encourages students to read a wide range of quality literature from a selected list 

nominated by the NSW premier’s office. The list can be found on: 

https://products.schools.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/home.html  

What does the challenge involve? 

To become involved in the challenge, Kindergarten to year 2 students need to experience 30 

books.  Children can read the books on their own or be read to by parents/carers. 25 of these 

books need to come from the K-2 PRC Reading List (See website above). 5 books can be their 

own free choice. Students in years 3-6 need to read 20 books of which 15 need to be from the 3-4 

and/or 5-6 PRC list and 5 free choice books. 

PRC books can be found in our school library and in local council libraries. Students can borrow 

PRC books in library lessons and parents are welcome to pop in before and after school to assist 

their child.   

In addition, all books can either be read in paper format, on eReaders, Kindles ,iPads, or by audio 

books on CDs, DVDs, iPhones, Smartphones or iPod Touch. 

All books need to be read and recorded online by 19 August (11:59 pm).  Students will receive a 

certificate from the PRC team on completion. This year we will be having a book review writing 

passport and prizes throughout the challenge period. More details will be posted next week. 

PRC Certificates will be awarded in December.   

All the information is contained on the PRC website including the booklist for each level of the 

challenge:  https://products.schools.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html 

How to participate:  

Students can begin their reading now and log on from Monday 7 March.  To log on please go to 

the PRC website https://products.schools.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html, or Google Premier’s 

Reading Challenge NSW 2016). 

Select the “log on” button from the menu on the left of the PRC website. 

1.  Enter the student’s DEC user name and password - this is the same as the one used by 

students to access the internet at school. Your child’s class teacher will provide your child 

with a DEC user name and password shortly. 

2.  Enter the PRC ID code (found on the reading lists) for each book the student has read. 

Alternatively you can find the PRC ID code at the back of most of our library books. 

3. Please feel free to contact me for any questions. I will be holding the first information 

session next Friday 11 March after school at 3:15 pm in the library.  Please feel free to 

come and get your questions answered. 

Happy reading! 

Mrs. A. Bennett, Teacher Librarian (alice.bennett3@det.nsw.edu.au)   

https://products.schools.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/home.html
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/premiersreadingchallenge
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P&C NEWS  

Would you like to participate in the School P&C? 

The P&C needs new members annually 

The AGM will be held on Wednesday 9 March in the Library at 6:30pm 

The Dem has a large and growing student population - currently over 800 students!  A thriving 

P&C helps us to ensure that our children get the equipment, facilities and support that they need.   

Your active involvement in our school lets your child/children know how much you value their 

education.  If you would like to learn more, be involved and/or influence the outcomes at the 

school, please consider putting yourself forward for one of the office bearer or sub-committee roles 

on the P&C, or simply volunteer to help at P&C events or services.  

We want to have an inclusive, strong and supportive P&C to assist the continued growth of a 

vibrant and thriving school community. We all have skills to contribute to the P&C and the school!   

Who is the P&C? 

The P&C is an incorporated entity which operates in partnership with the school in order to provide 

selected services, hold community events and contribute to projects that promote the interests of 

the school community. 

 Services provided include the Tuck Shop and the Uniform Shop. 

 Events held include the Welcome and End of Year BBQs, Spellathon etc. 

 Some of the recent P&C partnership initiatives with the school include: 

o Additional Smartboards (this year 3 extra boards were provided in classrooms); 

o Pacific playground shade structure;       

o Artificial grass surfacing for the Haven area;     

o Little Equipment refurbishment;  

o Upper Pacific playground;     

o Increased support for the joint “Educational Initiatives” programme that will ensure that the 

school maintains the language and other programmes. 

How is the P&C funded? 

The P&C is funded by a combination of voluntary parent contributions, fund raising and grants. 

When does the P&C meet? 

Generally every 2nd Wednesday of the month in the school library from 6:30pm. 

What is the P&C structure and what roles exist? 

The P&C has a number of executive roles that are needed to operate  as an entity. Without them, 

services such as the Tuck Shop and Uniform Shop could not be provided by the P&C and would 

end up being outsourced. 

The P&C constitution limits office bearer roles to a two year term, which means that the P&C 

needs new members annually.  



The P&C Constitution requires that the following office bearer roles be filled: 

1 x President :  The President is responsible for the successful functioning of the P&C 

including chairing meetings; ensuring that the P&C properly takes part in decision-making 

processes in the school; and acting as the P&C’s spokesperson at public events and with school.   

2 x Vice Presidents:  The role of the Vice Presidents is to support the President and other 

committee members. It is a role that is ideally shared between two people. Duties include assisting 

with events being organised by sub-committees; taking on independent projects as required; 

attending the P&C & Executive meetings; and taking minutes in the absence of the Secretary. The 

Vice President may be called upon to relieve the P&C President at meetings or events if needed.  

1 x Treasurer:  The Treasurer receives and deposits monies, maintains records, draws 

cheques and presents accounts. The Treasurer also ensures that all funds held and handled by 

P&C are properly and openly accounted for as the Treasurer is responsible for all funds held in the 

name of the P&C Association. This includes all P&C Association committees.  

1 x Secretary:  The Secretary prepares, in consultation with the President, all meeting 

agendas; attends P&C meetings, manages correspondence and writes & distributes the Minutes 

of the meetings; and maintains official records of the P&C.   

The P&C also has a number of sub-committees: 

Tuck Shop:  This role provides oversight of the Tuck Shop business. Ideally two people should 

be assigned to this role. 

Uniform Shop:  This role provides oversight of the Uniform Shop business. Ideally two people 

should be assigned to this role. 

Fundraising:  This role leads the P&C funding activities. The P&C usually holds four 

community fundraising events per year. 

Compliance:  This role ensures that the P&C is operating within the required legal and 

compliance frameworks. 

Communication:  This role ensures that the P&C is communicating activities to the school 

community. 

Environment & Grant Management:  This role looks for opportunities to improve the 

school environment by managing grant applications that have been identified appropriate for the 

school. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 9 

March in the Dem Library at 6:30pm  

Please email thedempc@gmail.com if you have any questions at all relating to the 

P&C and/or you are not able to get to the AGM but would like to be considered for a 

role.  

Thank you! 

The Dem P&C 
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The Dem Community News  

Twilight Food Fair in Civic Park, North Sydney from 5.30pm to 9.30pm every Friday until 18 March 2016 (excluding 
public holidays).   Free community event:  
http://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/Recreation_Facilities/Markets/Twilight_Food_Fair   
 
 

Parenting Courses including sessions regarding childhood anxiety, 

resilience, positive & emotionally intelligent parenting, transition to high 

school and more: 

 Chatswood Community Health Centre: 57 Hercules Street 

Chatswood. Phone: 9887 5830 or go to 

http://www.nslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/Services/CAP  for more 

information. 

 Naremburn Family Care Centre: 40 Merrenburn Avenue 

Naremburn.  Phone: 8425 8700 or 

http://www.centacarebrokenbay.org.au/locations/naremburn-

family-centre 

 

North Sydney United Football Club is welcoming junior soccer players 
from U6 upward. We have Girls and Mixed Dem teams. New players 
needed!! Games start after Easter.  
All details: http://www.northsydneyunited.com.au/juniorsyouth-training-
schedule.html Any general queries please email Julia at 
clubadmin@northsydneyunited.com.au 

 

North Sydney Brothers Junior Rugby League Football Club is 

looking for additional players from 5 years old.  Players aged 5 years old 

to 9 years old play for free.  Please register by calling Annette Hema on 

0404 610 048 or email nsbros@hotmail.com or visit their website: 

www.nsbrothers.com.au 

 

 

 
 
 
Become a WEP host family in 2016! 
Do you want to experience new cultures? Are you curious, 
welcoming and keen to show off your lifestyle? Have you 
thought about hosting an overseas exchange student? 
WEP Australia is looking for volunteer host families now! If 
you think you match the above criteria, request an 
information pack on our website today: 
https://wep.org.au/host/  
 
 
NEW! after school BUS pick up from North Sydney 

Demonstration School to art classes at Northbridge 

School of Visual Arts on Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday afternoons. 

NSVA: 307 Sailors Bay Rd, Northbridge; Phone: 

99581298;  email: judy@nsva.com.au;  web: 

www.nsva.com.au. 
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