
 

Week 4 - Friday 19 February 2016  
 

P&C Meeting 
Thank you to everyone who attended this week’s P&C Meeting. It was great to see 
some new faces and to welcome back our regular contributors. At each P&C meeting 
there will be reports from the Tuck shop, Dem Care, the Uniform Shop, the Fund Raising 
Committee and myself. This week’s Principal Report focused on Class Formation and 
Class Sizes. The focus for the March Principal’s report will be explaining Collaborative 
Planning and Observational Rounds. If you are interested in hearing about either of 
these activities please come along to the next P&C Meeting on Wednesday 9 March. 
This meeting will also be the 2016 AGM.  
 

Harmony Fair - Celebrating Harmony Day 
Save the Date for Friday 18

th
 from 4:30- 8:30pm when the school and P&C will host the 

North Sydney Demonstration School Harmony Fair. Join us on this special evening 
as we celebrate the multicultural nature of our school with a wide variety of food stalls 
and cultural activities.   
To ensure that we put on a fun night for the kids we need volunteers who are happy to 
set up a cultural activity (sport, craft etc.). In particular we would love to see volunteers 
from any of the following backgrounds; Chinese, French, Indian, Japanese, Russian, 
Spanish and Australian as these are the dominant backgrounds at our school and 
together you may be able to cover a stall without too much effort. If your family 
originates from another background we would also love to hear any ideas you may have 
for a fun student centred activity.   Please email Myra Wearne at 
myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au  if you can help with a stall or help with the set up or pack 
up on the night.  
 

Dem Newsletter and School Stream 
Thank you to the many families who have been staying up to date with school news by 
reading the DEM newsletter and School Stream.  We are aware that some families have 
experienced difficulty registering for the DEM Newsletter via the website and that some 
parents have been unsubscribed (accidentally). We appreciate your patience while we 
endeavour to rectify this problem. When the problem is resolved we will notify families 
via the Kindergarten newsletter and via the school notice board. If you haven’t already, 
please download the phone app, School Stream for quick access to information. Please 
also keep checking the school website as important information can also be obtained 
this way. For more information about School Stream please refer to pages 7-9 of this 
newsletter. Parents without access to the internet and/or a smart phone can ask the 
office for a hard copy of the newsletter. 

 
Swimming Carnival – 23 February  
We are looking forward to the Swimming Carnival next Tuesday and are asking for 

parent helpers to come down and assist with Place Judging and Time Keeping.  If you 

are able to spare the time, please contact Grace Hicks, Carnival Coordinator via email at 

grace.hicks1@det.nsw.edu.au  

As a reminder:  Only participating swimmers will be attending the Carnival. All other 

students will remain at school and will participate in a range of sporting activities and 

tasks associated with the 2016 Olympics.  

 

Parent Reading Workshop 
Kindergarten teacher and Team Leader, Anamaree Williams will be presenting a talk for 

Kindergarten and Year 1 parents who are interested in learning strategies to help your 

child read at home.  If you’d like to come along please join us in the McHatton Staffroom 

from 6pm on Tuesday 1 March. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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   Newsletter 

What’s 
On? 

 

Tuesday 23 February 

*Swimming Carnival for 

all 3-6 students and 

those turning 8 in Year 2 

who are swimming in 

events  

 

Thursday 25 February 

* Cammeraygal High 

School Open Day 3-5pm 

 

Monday 29 February 

* Stewart House bags to 

the McHatton Open Area 

* Year 3 Habitat 

Excursion – 3EK,3EW,3LO 

  

Tuesday 1 March 

* Yr3 Habitat Excursion – 
3AW,3KL 

* Yr4 Aquarium Excursion 

* Parent Reading 

Workshop, McHatton 

Staffroom, 6-7pm 

  

Monday 7 March 

* EAL/D Information 

Night for Parents in the 

Library, 6-7:30pm 

 

Wednesday 9 March 

* Zone Swimming Carnival 

 

Thursday 10 March 

* Selective High School 

Placement Tests 

 

Friday 18 March 

* Harmony Fair 

 

Thursday 31 March 

* Cross Country Carnival 

 

Friday 1 April 

* Last Day to return 

ICAS forms 
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Is English an additional language for you? 

If English is not your first language and you would like support from the school with regards to communication 
please be aware of the following school initiatives: 

 Isabella Kim has been appointed as our Community Engagement Officer for Semester One and will be 
available on Monday mornings this Term from 8:30- 9:30 a.m. outside the office to help those parents 
requiring assistance with forms or notes. 

 

 An Information Evening will be held On Monday 7 March at 6:00pm in the School Library for parents who 
have English as an additional language. Information will be provided on the following topics: 

o Your child’s English learning at school; 
o Supporting your child at home with English; 
o Getting help filling out notes and forms; 
o Communicating with teachers; 
o Bilingualism and language development; 
o Books in different languages in the school library. 

  

 Translation is available in School Stream for parents whose first language is not English. You just need to 
select your language of choice in the Settings Option and School Stream will translate all of the custom 
content to help you navigate the app.  Please see instructions on page 8 of this Newsletter for more detail.  
This option will not unfortunately translate any attachments. 
 

 If you are fluent in both English and another language and you are able to translate notes for the school we 
would like to speak to you about coming to a mutually agreeable arrangement.  

 
Volunteers Needed 
At the Dem we are always looking for people who can volunteer their time to help at school. Areas that you can 
assist with include reading with students, helping with small group work in either maths or English and assisting on 
Thursdays with the student school banking initiative. If you would like to become more involved please feel free to 
email Mr Grimmond at Ashley.grimmond@det.nsw.edu.au or dembanking@gmail.com.  

 

Stewart House Clothing Donation 
A reminder that Stewart House clothing are to be returned to the McHatton Open Area any time up until Monday 29 
February. Thank you to all the generous families who have clearly had a wardrobe clean-out recently! 

 
Financial Assistance 
By now you will have received the Term 1 Schedule of Payments.  The cost of many of the items on this schedule 
has already been incurred and therefore prompt payment is greatly appreciated. 
The school receives a small allocation from the NSW Department of Education and Communities to assist families 
that may be facing financial difficulties. Should you require financial assistance please feel free to email me directly 
at myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au .   
 

Updating Contact Details 
The school office has contact information for all families as provided by parents/carers. We ask that you keep the 
office informed of any changes to address, phones, emails, etc so that we are able to contact you directly if and 
when required. If you have not yet received this Term’s Schedule of Payments, please contact the office as soon 
as possible to confirm your current contact details. 

 
 
 

Myra Wearne  
Principal 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Please return Years 3-6 Recorder Group 

Expressions of Interest to the Office by 

Monday 22 February 2016 
Another copy of the Years 3-6 Recorder Group Expression of 

Interest can be found at  http://www.nthsyddem-

p.schools.nsw.edu.au/notes-and-forms under the Creative Arts 

heading.  If you have any enquiries please contact Liz Garrick 

(Elizabeth.Garrick@det.nsw.edu.au) 

 

Please return your RSVP to the office by Friday 26 February 

if you would like to attend the English as an Additional 

Language or Dialect (EAL/D) Parent Information Evening  
A copy of EAL/D Parent Information Evening Note and RSVP can be found at: 

http://www.nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/notes-and-forms 

 

Please return Stewart House bags to the McHatton Open 

Area by Monday 29 February 2016  

Thank you!  For more information about Stewart House please see: 

https://www.stewarthouse.org.au/  

 

Please return ICAS forms by Friday 1 April 2016  
For another copy of the ICAS note and form please see the notes and forms section 

of the Dem website: 

http://www.nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/notes-and-forms 

 

Tuckshop Volunteers needed please! 
As the school grows we rely more and more on volunteer helpers, so if you have 

some free time and would like to support the school on a regular basis, please let us 

know by emailing thedempc@gmail.com . 

Please go to the school website to access the 2016 Tuckshop menu and munch 

monitor instructions: http://www.nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/our-

school/tuckshop . 
Thanks from Karen & Craig – Tuckshop managers! 
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FABStar! 

FABStar! is an initiative to 

recognise positive behaviours in the 

playground. A FABStar! slip was 

drawn from all the students who 

received FABStar! slips in 

recognition of their positive 

behaviours on the playground last 

week.  
 

 

 

 

Francisco and Evie in Year 3 are this week’s Years 3-6 

Fab Star!s. They supported friends who were injured or 

had a conflict during games. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

Band News   

2016 Band Rehearsal times: 

 Junior Band rehearsals: Wednesday mornings – arrive at 7:45am. 

 Senior Band rehearsals: Thursday mornings – arrive at 7:45am; 

 Intermediate Band rehearsals: Friday mornings – arrive at 7:45am; 

Directions in Music: 9662 2211 

Please contact DIM if you require further information regarding music lessons. 

Enquiries: For other Band questions please contact Melissa Lanigan 

(melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au) 
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To Kindergarten Parents: 

Your Kindergarten child has been visiting the school library to learn about routines 

and borrowing books. We have been spending time at school discussing library 

citizenship, personal interest and how to take care of a book. 

Kindergarten children will be able to start borrowing from next Monday 29 February. 

Library borrowing days during lesson time are as follows: 

Thursday – KAW, KHK, KHT, KSB 

Friday – KEG, KKM  

To All Parents: 

The library is also open to all students for borrowing from 8:25am to 8:45am before 

school and from 2:55pm to 3:15pm after school on Monday to Friday during school 

Term. 

All children need a bag to borrow as this protects the book and helps the student 

with organisation. We recommend the North Sydney Dem library bag but any bag is 

fine – e.g. a personalised bag, pillow slip or sturdy shopping bag. 

Learning to read for a young child is a thrilling experience. You can foster this 

attitude by reading with your child and encouraging them to look at and enjoy books 

from early on in their education.  Research has found good readers and writers are 

children who enjoy reading. 

The first time of borrowing at school is an exciting moment for a young child. They 

experience a “grown up” feeling a being allowed to choose a book, bring it home 

and have the personal responsibility of properly caring for a book.  Children who do 

not borrow are not fully participating in the lesson and often feel sad when they 

watch their peers make their weekly selection. 

Please help your child to remember to return their book each week.  They will then 

be allowed to borrow another. Please also help your child to find overdue or lost 

books (if this occurs) and return them to the library. 

Happy reading together   

Alice Bennett and Clare Bell, Teacher Librarians     

 

Library News 
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The Dem Community News  

North Sydney United Football Club is welcoming junior soccer players from U6 upward. We have Girls 
and Mixed Dem teams. New players needed!! Training starts this week. Games start after Easter. 
All details: http://www.northsydneyunited.com.au/juniorsyouth-training-schedule.html Any general queries 
please email Julia at clubadmin@northsydneyunited.com.au 

 

NEW! after school BUS pick up from North Sydney Demonstration School to art classes at Northbridge 

School of Visual Arts on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons. 

NSVA: 307 Sailors Bay Rd, Northbridge; Phone: 99581298;  email: judy@nsva.com.au;  web: 

www.nsva.com.au. 

 

Parenting Courses including sessions regarding childhood anxiety, resilience, positive & emotionally 

intelligent parenting, transition to high school and more: 

 Chatswood Community Health Centre: 57 Hercules Street Chatswood. Phone: 9887 5830 or go to 

http://www.nslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/Services/CAP  for more information. 

 Naremburn Family Care Centre: 40 Merrenburn Avenue Naremburn.  Phone: 8425 8700 or 

http://www.centacarebrokenbay.org.au/locations/naremburn-family-centre 

 

Twilight Food Fair in Civic Park, North Sydney from 5.30pm to 9.30pm every Friday until 18 March 2016 

(excluding public holidays).   This is a free community event that consists of international food stalls, live 

music and alternating children’s activities.  

http://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/Recreation_Facilities/Markets/Twilight_Food_Fair 

 

North Sydney Brothers Junior Rugby League Football Club is looking for additional players from 5 

years old.  Players aged 5 years old to 9 years old play for free.  Please register by calling Annette Hema 

on 0404 610 048 or email nsbros@hotmail.com or visit their website: www.nsbrothers.com.au 
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River Road Tennis and Golf 
www.riverroadtenniscentre.com.au  

or call: 9428 3336 

http://www.riverroadtenniscentre.com.au/
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