
 

Week 2 - Friday 5 February 2016  

 
Welcome new Kindergarten Families! 
The DEM community were delighted to welcome 142 new Kindergarten children 
to our school on Tuesday. These newest students have made a great start and 
have already amazed us with how settled and happy they are. During their first 
four weeks of school, Kindergarten will be restricted to playing in the front 
Pacific playground directly adjacent to the library. During this time they will have 
the area entirely to themselves and will be supervised by Kindergarten teachers. 
It is anticipated that by Week 5 Kindergarten will be feeling confident and ready 
to explore the rest of the K-2 playgrounds and to also meet students from Years 
1 and 2. It is anticipated therefore that by Monday 22 February all K-2 
playgrounds will be opened up to all K-2 children. This will be confirmed as the 
date approaches. 
 
A hard copy of this newsletter has been provided to all Kindergarten families for 
their first 2 weeks of Term 1 2016. After that, all families can access the 
newsletter via one of the following options: either download the newsletter from 
the school website (http://www.nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.edu.au) or by signing 
up to School Stream on your smart phone (refer to page 14-16 of this 
newsletter). Parents without access to the internet and/or a smart phone can 
ask the office for a hard copy of the newsletter. 

 

Parent Information Evenings 
We welcome parents to come along next week to meet their child’s teacher and 
to hear about what’s happening this term and this year in their class. These 
information sessions will take place in your child’s classroom between 6 and 
7pm on the evening indicated in the adjacent What’s On column. We look 
forward to seeing you there. A map of the classroom locations is on page 3 of 
this newsletter. 

 

Lunch boxes in the playground and new bell times 
Our students and teachers have done a wonderful job in adjusting to the new K-
2 and 3-6 break times. These new times have allowed us to reduce the number 
of students on the playground at any one time, which is an important initiative 
now that we have more than 800 enrolled students. 
Those of you who have been on the playground at lunch time this year will have 
also noticed the absence of lunch boxes which previously littered the 
playground. Again, our students have done an exceptional job of adjusting to the 
new procedure of eating their lunch inside and taking their recess, power break 
or unfinished lunch into the playground without their lunch box. The result has 
been a dramatic reduction in crows and pigeons in the playground due to the 
reduction in food scraps left lying around as well as a reduction in unclaimed 
lunch boxes in lost property and a reduction in playground trip hazards. Please 
note that students with anaphylaxis are allowed to take their lunch box into the 
playground and will have a sticker placed on their lunchbox alerting teachers of 
this. 
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Week commencing 8 

February - Parent 

information nights held 

in each classroom from 

6pm to 7pm: 

*Monday 8 February –

Kindergarten 

*Tuesday 9 February –

Years 1 & 2 

*Wednesday 10 February 

– Years 3 & 4 

*Thursday 11 February – 

Years 5 & 6 

 

Friday 12 February 

*PSSA Tee Ball starts 

for Years 3-6 

 

Tuesday 16 February 

*9:15am Leadership 

Induction Ceremony 

* Year 2 Walking 

Excursion 

 

Wednesday 17 February 

*Scripture classes 

commence 

*P&C Meeting 6:30pm in 

School Library 

 

Tuesday 23 February 

*Swimming Carnival for 

all 3-6 students and 

those turning 8 in Year 2 

who are swimming in 

events  

 

Monday 29 February 

* Please return filled 

Stewart House bags 

  

Tuesday 1 and 

Wednesday 2 March 

* Year 3 Habitat 

Excursion 

http://www.nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/


School Banking – every Thursday 
The DEM is pleased to continue with the Commonwealth Bank’s school banking program again this year 
and we thank the P&C for being involved with the weekly collection of banking books and depositing of 
monies. The program is open to all students and is an opportunity for them to have their own account 
and be encouraged to be a regular saver. There are rewards available each Term for every 10 tokens 
they collect from their weekly deposits. Banking day at The DEM is every Thursday.  Bankbooks are 
collected at the beginning of class and returned either the same or next day. For more information about 
school banking, please see pages 11-13 in the Newsletter. Enquires can be sent to the P&C via email at 
dembanking@gmail.com. 

 

Swimming Carnival – 23 February 
The school swimming carnival is fast approaching and notes have gone home this week to all those 

children in Years 3 – 6 and any children in Year 2 who are turning 8 this year. These notes need to be 

returned to the school office by Friday 12 February. Please be aware that there was an error on the note 

that went home with mention made on the first page of students being able to attend the carnival as a 

spectator. This is incorrect. Due to the layout of North Sydney Pool and the steepness of the 

grandstand steps, the school’s risk assessment has determined that students observing from the 

grandstand will be required to remain seated throughout the course of the carnival with the exception of 

when they are swimming in an event or taking toilet breaks. 

Due to this restriction, and based on the experiences of the last two years, it has been determined that 
this is an unrealistic and unfair expectation of non swimmers and therefore the option of attending the 
carnival only as a spectator is not available in 2016. All students in Years 3-6 who remain at school will 
be participating in a range of sporting activities and tasks associated with the 2016 Olympics. As 
specified in the note, children participating in the carnival need to be able to swim 50 metres unaided.  
 
If your child is in Years 2-6 and is unable to swim 50 metres unaided please be aware that the school 
runs a swim scheme program every year in Term 4 for non-swimmers in Years 2-6. The swim scheme 
program runs every morning for 2 weeks and focuses on developing essential swimming and water 
survival skills. 

 

Scripture 

Scripture will commence on Wednesday 17 February. Children will be placed in the scripture, non-
scripture or Ethics group nominated by you at the time of enrolment dependent on the availability of 
scripture and Ethics teachers. In the event that a teacher is unavailable your child will attend non- 
scripture where they will read, complete homework or engage in activities that revise already taught 
concepts. 

 
ICAS 

If you wish to have your child participate in the 2016 International Competitions and Assessment for 
Schools (ICAS), please see further information and a Permission Note at pages 6-7 in this Newsletter. 
Permission and payment need to be returned to the office by Friday 1 April.  As a condition of EAA 
(Education Assessment Australia) no late entries will be accepted. 

 
School Stream – Have you signed up yet?  
School Stream is a phone App that will enable you to access school events, news items, sport updates, 
newsletters, school travel information and much more.  If you have misplaced the downloading 
instructions or are new to the school please refer to pages 14 - 16 of this newsletter. 
 
We currently have 513 parents who have downloaded the App. Thank you!!!!!  
 
 
 

Myra Wearne  
Principal 

mailto:dembanking@gmail.com


  



SCHOOL NEWS 

Stewart House bags are going home with students over the next week.  

Please return the bags filled with any clothing you can spare to the McHatton Open 

Area by Monday 29 February 2016.  Thank you!  For more information about 

Stewart House please see: https://www.stewarthouse.org.au/  

 

Please return Recorder Group Expressions of Interest to the 

Office by Monday 22 February 2016 

As part of the extracurricular music program at the DEM, we will 

be re-forming the recorder group for 2016. This group provides 

students with opportunities to further develop music skills as well 

as performance opportunities in front of their peers and at the 

Opera House. Recorder group practice will be held on Thursday 

lunchtimes in the KEG classroom in the Pacific Building. Please 

return expression of interest notes to the office by Monday 22 

February 2016.   

If you have any enquiries please contact Liz Garrick 

(Elizabeth.Garrick@det.nsw.edu.au) 

 

 

 

Welcome back students and families! What a thrilling and engaging 

year we are going to have in the Library this year.  In March, we will have Harry the 

Magician to help us launch the Premier’s Reading Challenge.  I can’t wait to see 

what Harry will be pulling out of his hat!   

Towards the end of the Term 1 we will have a new library system that will 

offer students, teachers, parents and carers the engagement, student collaboration, 

digital literacy, optimum info search opportunities that the previous system couldn't 

deliver  –  more information will be published in this newsletter regarding the new 

system later in Term 1.  

Parent helpers needed! If you have a few hours to spare either in the morning after 

dropping off or in the afternoon before picking up your child, I would love to hear 

from you! We currently need some parent helpers to assist with returning, lending 

and shelving in the library during lesson time.  Thank you.  

Alice Bennett, Teacher Librarian (Alice.Bennett3@det.nsw.edu.au) 

Library News 

https://www.stewarthouse.org.au/


 

 

 

Band News 

Welcome to all families, both returning and new, to the Band Program for 2016! 

 

Starting Dates for 2016 Band Rehearsals: 

 Senior Band first rehearsal: Thursday 11 February – arrive at 7:45am; 

 Intermediate Band first rehearsal: Friday 12 February – arrive at 7:45am; 

 Junior Band first rehearsal: Wednesday 17 February – arrive at 7:45am. 

 

Directions in Music Lessons start next week (week beginning 

Monday 8 February). 

Lessons commence for all band students who have booked with Directions in Music 

next week (week beginning Monday 8 February).  

Details of lesson times and location have been communicated to parents by 

Directions in Music.  

Please contact DIM (Ph: 9662 2211) if you require further confirmation. 

 

Instrument Hire 

If you wish to hire an instrument for your child from the school, please contact 

Melissa Lanigan (melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au) ASAP.  

We have distributed a large number of our available instruments, so we cannot 

guarantee an instrument for your child.  

If we are unable to provide an instrument for your child, Directions in Music also hire 

out instruments.   

 

  

mailto:melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au
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P&C NEWS 

On behalf of the Parents & Citizens Association (Dem P & C), we would like to 

extend a very warm welcome to all new and returning families for 2016. 

At this time we would like to encourage you to consider becoming involved with the 

P & C in 2016 and invite you to attend our first meeting of the year: 

When - Wednesday February 17 2016 

Time - 6.30pm  

Where - School Library (bottom of Bay Building) 

This is a rewarding opportunity for you to become involved in your child’s education 

and development, actively participate as a member of the school community and 

meet other parents.  

We look forward to your support by either becoming a member of the P & C or 

through participating in and/or attending organised events.  

The Dem P & C  

thedempc@gmail.com  

 

Tuckshop Information 

For those of you who are new to the school, the permanent team at the Tuckshop is 

made up of Karen Stuart & Craig Kershaw (Managers) and Kristina Markel 

(Assistant).   

As the school grows we rely more and more on volunteer helpers, so if you have 

some free time and would like to support the school on a regular basis, please let us 

know by emailing thedempc@gmail.com - we would love to hear from you! 

We run the Tuckshop on behalf of the P & C and the aim is to provide healthy 

affordable lunches and snacks for the students of the Dem. 

The easiest way to place a lunch order is online via the Munch Monitor Ordering 

system – the Munch Monitor instruction sheet & 2016 Tuckshop menu are on the 

following pages in this newsletter and are also available on the school website and 

at the lunch order station (mornings only) set up in front of the Tuckshop.   

Thanks in advance to all of the lovely volunteers coming to join our happy team! 

mailto:thedempc@gmail.com
mailto:thedempc@gmail.com
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The Dem Community News  

 

NEW! after school BUS pick up from North Sydney Demonstration School to art 

classes at Northbridge School of Visual Arts on Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday afternoons. 

307 Sailors Bay Rd, Northbridge  

Phone: 99581298;  email: judy@nsva.com.au;  web: www.nsva.com.au; 

 

Parenting Courses including sessions regarding childhood anxiety, resilience, 

positive & emotionally intelligent parenting, transition to high school and more: 

 Chatswood Community Health Centre: 57 Hercules Street Chatswood. Phone: 

9887 5830 or go to http://www.nslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/Services/CAP  for 

more information. 

 Naremburn Family Care Centre: 40 Merrenburn Avenue Naremburn.  Phone: 

8425 8700 or http://www.centacarebrokenbay.org.au/locations/naremburn-

family-centre 

 

 

Twilight Food Fair in Civic Park, North Sydney from 5.30pm to 9.30pm every 

Friday until 18 March 2016 (excluding public holidays).   This is a free community 

event that consists of international food stalls, live music and alternating children’s 

activities.  

http://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/Recreation_Facilities/Markets/Twilight_Food_Fair 

 

 

North Sydney Brothers Junior Rugby League Football Club is looking for 

additional players from 5 years old.  Players aged 5 years old to 9 years old play for 

free.  Please register by calling Annette Hema on 0404 610 048 or email 

nsbros@hotmail.com or visit their website: www.nsbrothers.com.au 

 

 

 

mailto:judy@nsva.com.au
http://www.nsva.com.au/
http://www.nslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/Services/CAP
http://www.centacarebrokenbay.org.au/locations/naremburn-family-centre
http://www.centacarebrokenbay.org.au/locations/naremburn-family-centre
http://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/Recreation_Facilities/Markets/Twilight_Food_Fair
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River Road Tennis and Golf  
www.riverroadtenniscentre.com.au  

or call: 9428 3336 

Advertisements do not indicate endorsement by the school 
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