
 

Week 3 - Friday 12 February 2016  
 

Parent Information Evenings 
On behalf of the teachers of North Sydney Demonstration School I would like to thank 
the many parents who attended this week’s Parent Information Evenings. The teachers 
enjoyed having the opportunity to share their 2016 plans and programs with you. I hope 
you found the evenings both informative and enjoyable. 

  

Dem Newsletter and School Stream 
Thank you to the many families who have been staying up to date with school news by 
reading the DEM newsletter. A copy of the newsletter will be provided to all Kindergarten 
families for their first 2-3 weeks of Term 1.  We are aware that some families have 
experienced difficulty registering for the DEM Newsletter via the website and that some 
parents have been unsubscribed. We appreciate your patience while we endeavour to 
rectify this problem. When the problem is resolved we will notify families via the 
Kindergarten newsletter and via the school notice board. We encourage all families to 
also download the phone app, School Stream and check the school website as 
important information can also be obtained this way. For more information about School 
Stream please refer to pages 7-9 of this newsletter. Parents without access to the 
internet and/or a smart phone can ask the office for a hard copy of the newsletter. 
 

Welcome Festival- Celebrating Harmony Day 
Our annual Welcome Festival on Friday 18 March is fast approaching and we are 
looking for volunteers to assist us with the planning and coordination of this very special 
night. We will be celebrating our school’s cultural diversity and wonderful community 
spirit by again hosting a vast array of cultural food stalls. This year we have a special 
treat for our students. We plan to provide all children with a special DEM Passport and 
have them travel the world (via the playground). As they move from stall to stall, the aim 
will be that students have the opportunity to experience something from another culture 
(for example: Tai Chi?, calligraphy?, origami?, Indian dancing?, thong throwing?......). If 
you and your friends are interested in running a fun activity for students to participate in 
that reflects your cultural background we would love to hear from you. Please email me 
at myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au . We also need helpers to either help coordinate the 
night, provide a food stall or make cakes. Many hands make light work. Let’s make this 
a night to remember for our kids.   

 
Swimming Carnival – 23 February  
Thanks to all families who have returned their swimming carnival notes and payment. As 

explained in last week’s newsletter, due to the layout of North Sydney Pool and the 

steepness of the grandstand steps, the school’s risk assessment has determined that 

students observing from the grandstand will be required to remain seated throughout the 

course of the carnival with the exception of when they are swimming in an event or 

taking toilet breaks. Due to this restriction, and based on the experiences of the past two 

years, it has been determined that this is an unrealistic and unfair expectation of non- 

swimmers and therefore the option of attending the carnival only as a spectator is not 

available in 2016. All students in Years 3-6 who remain at school will be participating in 

a range of sporting activities and tasks associated with the 2016 Olympics. As specified 

in the note, children participating in the carnival need to be able to swim 50 metres 

unaided.  

If your child is in Years 2-6 and is unable to swim 50 metres unaided please be aware 
that the school runs a swim scheme program every year in Term 4 for non-swimmers in 
Years 2-6. The swim scheme program runs every morning for 2 weeks and focuses on 
developing essential swimming and water survival skills. 
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What’s 
On? 

 

Tuesday 16 February 

*9:15am Leadership 

Induction Ceremony 

* Year 2 Walking 

Excursion 

 

Wednesday 17 February 

*Scripture classes 

commence 

*P&C Meeting 6:30pm in 

School Library 

 

Tuesday 23 February 

*Swimming Carnival for 

all 3-6 students and 

those turning 8 in Year 2 

who are swimming in 

events  

 

Monday 29 February 

* Please return filled 

Stewart House bags 

  

Tuesday 1 March 

* Year 3 Habitat 

Excursion 

* Year 4 Aquarium 

Excursion 

  

Monday 7 March 

* EAL/D Information 

Night for Parents in the 

Library, 6-7:30pm 

 

Wednesday 9 March 

* Zone Swimming Carnival 

 

Friday 18 March 

* Welcome Festival 

 

Friday 1 April 

* Last Day to return 

ICAS forms 
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Is English an additional language for you? 
If English is not your first language and you would like support from the school with regards to communication 
please be aware of the following school initiatives: 

 Isabella Kim has been appointed as our Community Engagement Officer for Semester One and will be 
available on Monday mornings this Term from 8:30- 9:30 a.m. outside the office to help those parents 
requiring assistance with forms or notes. 

 

 An Information Evening will be held On Monday 7 March at 6:00pm in the School Library for parents who 
have English as an additional language. Information will be provided on the following topics: 

o Your child’s English learning at school; 
o Supporting your child at home with English; 
o Getting help filling out notes and forms; 
o Communicating with teachers; 
o Bilingualism and language development; 
o Books in different languages in the school library. 

  

 Translation is available in School Stream for parents whose first language is not English. You just need to 
select your language of choice in the Settings Option and School Stream will translate all of the custom 
content to help you navigate the app.  Please see instructions on page 8 of this Newsletter for more detail.  
This option will not unfortunately translate any attachments. 
 

 If you are fluent in both English and another language and you are able to translate notes for the school we 
would like to speak to you about coming to a mutually agreeable arrangement.  

 
Mathletics Go-Getter 
Congratulations Travus in Year 5 who has excelled with Live Mathletics this week, taking out the Number One 
place in the World!!!!!!!!!! What a great achievement Travus. We are very proud of you. 

 

Volunteers Needed 
At the Dem we are always looking for people who can volunteer their time to help at school. Areas that you can 
assist with include reading with students, helping with small group work in either maths or English and assisting on 
Thursdays with the student school banking initiative. If you would like to become more involved please feel free to 
email Mr Grimmond at Ashley.grimmond@det.nsw.edu.au or dembanking@gmail.com.  

 

Stewart House Clothing Donation 
This week Stewart House clothing bags were sent home. If your wardrobe requires a clean out then this might be a 
great time to bag up any clothing items that your children have out-grown. The bags of unwanted clothing can be 
left in the McHatton Open Area at School any time up until Monday 29 February. 

 
Financial Assistance 
The Term 1 Schedule of Payments will be sent home next week. The cost of many of the items on this schedule 
has already been incurred and therefore prompt payment is greatly appreciated. If you require financial assistance 
please email me directly at myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au . 

 
P&C Meeting 
Next Wednesday night the P&C will meet in the school library at 6:30pm. The Principal’s Report for this meeting will 
include a brief explanation of how classes are formed at North Sydney Demonstration School. All parents are 
welcome. As this will be the final meeting before the AGM in March, I would like to take the opportunity to thank Mr 
Laurens Libeton for the outstanding job that he has done as our P&C President for the past two years. Laurens has 
an exceptional work ethic and his calm, steady and thoughtful approach has been appreciated by all.  
If you would like to be nominated for an executive role on the P&C or you would like to vote at the upcoming March 
election please ensure that you attend next Wednesday so that your membership can be renewed for the bargain 
price of $1.  
 
 

Myra Wearne  
Principal 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Please return Years 3-6 Recorder Group 

Expressions of Interest to the Office by 

Monday 22 February 2016 
Another copy of the Years 3-6 Recorder Group Expression of 

Interest can be found at  http://www.nthsyddem-

p.schools.nsw.edu.au/notes-and-forms under the Creative Arts 

heading.  If you have any enquiries please contact Liz Garrick 

(Elizabeth.Garrick@det.nsw.edu.au) 

 

Please return your RSVP to the office by Friday 26 February 

if you would like to attend the English as an Additional 

Language or Dialect (EAL/D) Parent Information Evening  
A copy of EAL/D Parent Information Evening Note and RSVP can be found at: 

http://www.nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/notes-and-forms 

 

Please return Stewart House bags to the McHatton Open 

Area by Monday 29 February 2016  

Thank you!  For more information about Stewart House please see: 

https://www.stewarthouse.org.au/  

 

Please return ICAS forms by Friday 1 April 2016  
For another copy of the ICAS note and form please see the notes and forms section 

of the Dem website: 

http://www.nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/notes-and-forms 

 

Tuckshop Volunteers needed please! 
As the school grows we rely more and more on volunteer helpers, so if you have 

some free time and would like to support the school on a regular basis, please let us 

know by emailing thedempc@gmail.com . 

Please go to the school website to access the 2016 Tuckshop menu and munch 

monitor instructions: http://www.nthsyddem-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/our-

school/tuckshop  
Thanks from Karen & Craig – Tuckshop managers! 
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Parent helpers needed!  We currently need some parent helpers to 

assist with returning, lending and shelving in the library during lesson 

time.  If you would rather help outside of school hours or at home, we also often 

have books that need covering or repairing.  I would love to hear from you! Thank 

you in advance.  

Alice Bennett, Teacher Librarian (Alice.Bennett3@det.nsw.edu.au) 

 

 

 

Band News 

Welcome to all families, both returning and new, to the Band Program for 2016! 

2016 Band Rehearsal times: 

 Senior Band rehearsals: Thursday mornings – arrive at 7:45am; 

 Intermediate Band rehearsals: Friday mornings – arrive at 7:45am; 

 Junior Band rehearsals: Wednesday mornings – arrive at 7:45am. 

Directions in Music Lessons have started 

Lessons commenced for all band students who had booked with Directions in Music 

the week beginning Monday 8 February.  

Details of lesson times and location have been communicated to parents by 

Directions in Music.  

Please contact DIM (Ph: 9662 2211) if you require further information. 

Instrument Hire 

If you wish to hire an instrument for your child from the school, please contact 

Melissa Lanigan (melissa.lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au) ASAP.  

We have distributed a large number of our available instruments, so we cannot 

guarantee an instrument for your child.  

If we are unable to provide an instrument for your child, Directions in Music also hire 

out instruments.   

 

Library News 
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P&C NEWS 

Please consider becoming involved in the Dem P & C in 2016!  Everyone is invited 

to attend the P&C meetings - our first meeting of the year will be held next week: 

When - Wednesday February 17 2016 

Time - 6.30pm  

Where - School Library (bottom of Bay Building) 

This is a rewarding opportunity for you to become involved in your child’s education 

and development, actively participate as a member of the school community and 

meet other parents.  

We look forward to meeting you soon.  

The Dem P & C  

thedempc@gmail.com  

 

  

mailto:thedempc@gmail.com


P&C NEWS CONTINUED  

  



  



 



 
 

  



The Dem Community News  

 

NEW! after school BUS pick up from North Sydney Demonstration School to art 

classes at Northbridge School of Visual Arts on Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday afternoons. 

307 Sailors Bay Rd, Northbridge  

Phone: 99581298;  email: judy@nsva.com.au;  web: www.nsva.com.au; 

 

Parenting Courses including sessions regarding childhood anxiety, resilience, 

positive & emotionally intelligent parenting, transition to high school and more: 

 Chatswood Community Health Centre: 57 Hercules Street Chatswood. Phone: 

9887 5830 or go to http://www.nslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/Services/CAP  for 

more information. 

 Naremburn Family Care Centre: 40 Merrenburn Avenue Naremburn.  Phone: 

8425 8700 or http://www.centacarebrokenbay.org.au/locations/naremburn-

family-centre 

 

 

Twilight Food Fair in Civic Park, North Sydney from 5.30pm to 9.30pm every 

Friday until 18 March 2016 (excluding public holidays).   This is a free community 

event that consists of international food stalls, live music and alternating children’s 

activities.  

http://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/Recreation_Facilities/Markets/Twilight_Food_Fair 

 

 

North Sydney Brothers Junior Rugby League Football Club is looking for 

additional players from 5 years old.  Players aged 5 years old to 9 years old play for 

free.  Please register by calling Annette Hema on 0404 610 048 or email 

nsbros@hotmail.com or visit their website: www.nsbrothers.com.au 
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River Road Tennis and Golf  
www.riverroadtenniscentre.com.au  

or call: 9428 3336 

http://www.riverroadtenniscentre.com.au/
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