
 

Friday July 24 2015 Week 2 Term 3 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with 
Disability 
From 2015 all schools in Australia (government, independent and Catholic) will 
participate in a process of data collection for students with a disability. This initiative 
which has been trialled for the past two years is known as the Nationally Consistent 
Collection of Data for School Students with Disability. The meaning of the word disability 
for the purposes of this data collection process is derived from the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1992 and has a broad meaning. It includes, for example, the 
presence in the body of organisms causing disease or illness and also the existence of a 
disorder or malfunction that results in a person learning differently.   
The purpose of collecting this information is to ensure that all stakeholders have a clear 
picture of the number and level of adjustments that are required so that students with a 
disability can fully participate in education. Ultimately, this information will provide us 
with a very clear understanding of what support schools need and what support 
teachers need to ensure all children are successful.  
Our school is now in the process of finalising the collection of this data. If you are 
interested in further information please refer to pages 7-9 of this newsletter or contact 
me at myra.janes@det.nsw.edu.au 
   

Road Safety Around Our School And What You Can Do To Help  
As many of you are aware the roads around our school are very busy and with 800 
students entering and exiting our school every day it is vital that we work together to 
ensure that our students remain safe.  
The school has recently formed a Road Safety Working Party. The aim of this working 
party is to ensure that as a community we have taken all the steps necessary to keep 
our children safe. This includes some of the following actions:  

 Working with teachers to improve what we do in the classroom with regards to 
road safety education and more publicly promoting the great work already 
done; 

 Using the newsletter and other modes of communication to conduct parent 
education to ensure that all parents understand the unique risks associated 
with children under the age of 12; 

 Engaging the local police and rangers to more regularly enforce the traffic and 
parking rules; 

 Liaising with council and the RMS to discuss possible engineering solutions 
that may make our local roads and foot paths safer; and 

 Promoting fun ways to engage and encourage the local community to 
participate in more sustainable methods of travelling to school.  

I encourage anyone interested in joining this working party to email me at the email 
address above.  This week’s road safety tip (see below) has been taken from the 
KidSafe NSW website.  
 

Road Safety Tip 
Although children may think they can handle crossing a road by themselves, remember 
that children: 

 are easily distracted and focus on only one aspect of what is happening; 

 are smaller and harder for drivers to see; 

 are less predictable than other pedestrians; 

 cannot accurately judge the speed and distance of moving vehicles; 

 cannot accurately predict the direction sounds are coming from; 

 are unable to cope with sudden changes in traffic conditions; 
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 do not understand abstract ideas - such as road safety; 

 are unable to identify safe places to cross the road; and 

 tend to act inconsistently in and around traffic. 
  
Many children below the age of 10 years do not have the capability or judgment to handle many pedestrian 
situations. Children need to be accompanied and closely supervised by a parent or adult carer to keep them safer. 
 
Parents and caregivers have a key role in educating their children about road safety. Children learn about road 
safety largely by experience. Parents and adult carers have opportunities in day-to-day routines to discuss road 
safety with children on the way to the newsagent, local shop or going to school. Whenever crossing roads, it is an 
idea to talk about when and why it is safe to cross the road with your children so they can gain a good 
understanding of road safety issues. 
 

Lost Property 
With 800 students enrolled in our school, returning lost property to students can become a significantly time 
consuming task.  The following procedures are currently in place: 
 

 Lost property when found is taken to the Lost Property Bay on the ground floor of the Pacific Building 
next to the Uniform Shop. The exception to this is small or valuable items. These items are taken to the 
school office; 

 Lost property is cleared on a regular basis (usually weekly or fortnightly); 

 All items in lost property which are clearly labelled (this also includes non-uniform items) are sorted, 
folded and sent over to the school office for redistribution to its rightful owner; 

 Non school uniform clothing items (which aren't named) are dropped off at the second hand store known 
as Vinnie’s on Bay Road; 

 School uniform items which are not clearly named and are in good condition are  placed in the second 
hand uniform cupboards; 

 All other items are placed in the school skip or dropped off at Vinnie’s. 
 
Please help us with this process by clearly labelling your child’s belongings. If you would like to volunteer to support 
the school with this task please contact me via email.   
  

Time to Enrol Kindergarten Students for 2016 
If you intend for your child to commence their formal schooling next year at North Sydney Demonstration School or 
the new Public School in Cammeray please ensure that enrolment forms are submitted as soon as possible. 
Enrolment forms can be found on the school website and our enrolment officer, Judith Watts, can assist you if you 
require assistance. Judith can be contacted at JUDITH.WATTS@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Save the Date 
K-2 are invited to a disco in the school hall on Friday 4 September after school.  
All parents are invited to a comedy night in the school hall on Saturday 5 September in the evening.   
 

 
Myra Wearne 
Principal 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Stewart House bags have been picked up – Thank You 
The Stewart House bags have been picked up.  Many thanks to all of the families 

that kindly donated items to Stewart House.  

 

 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 
Until Tuesday 8 September 2015, when you shop at 
Woolworths you can collect one Woolworths Earn & Learn 
Sticker for every $10 spent. Please place the stickers or 
completed Sticker Sheets in the Collection Box in front of 
school office.  If depositing completed sticker sheets at your 
local Woolworths please make sure that our school name is 
noted on the sheets. Thank you for your support!! 
 

 

BAND NEWS 

Dates for your Diary 

NSW Band Festival:  23 August – Senior Band only 

Festival of the Arts:  2 September – Intermediate and Senior Bands 

Junior Band concert: 15 October 

End of Year concert:  30 November – all Bands 

 

NSW Band Festival 
The Senior Band has been entered in the following event: 
 

Event Venue:  UNSW Kensington 
Date:   Sunday 23 August 
Arrival Time:  10:30 am 

 
Students have been informed of this event and it is hoped that all members of the 
Senior Band will be available to participate in this excellent musical development 
opportunity. Further information will be provided prior to the event date. 
 

Enquiries:   
Band Committee Secretary, Melissa Lanigan:  Melissa.Lanigan@det.nsw.edu.au 
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FABStar! 

FABStar! is an initiative to 

recognise positive behaviours in 

the playground.  

 
 
A FABStar! slip was drawn from 
all the students who received 
FABStar! slips in recognition of 
their positive behaviours on the 
playground last week.  
 
 

 

 

The K-2 FABStar!s this 

week are Yu-Chang, 

Dasha and Zara from 

Year 2 who have been 

very helpful and 

considerate to new 

teachers on playground 

duty.  Thank you for 

being so thoughtful! 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Come and Donate a Book! 
On Thursday 30 July between 8:25 am and 12 noon the school library will be 

hosting Donate a Book, where parents, carers, teachers and students are invited to 

purchase a book to donate to the library. 

The book(s) you purchase will become part of our library collection with an 

acknowledgement sticker recognising your child or family’s kind donation.   Your 

child will be the first person to borrow the book they have donated.  The book can 

then be borrowed and enjoyed by other students for years to come.  Children love to 

be involved in the selection process for our library collection. 

We look forward to seeing you in the Library on Thursday. 

For any queries please contact: 

Alice Bennett (alice.bennett3@det.nsw.edu.au) 

Elizabeth Williams (Elizabeth.j.williams@det.nsw.edu.au) 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 2015 closes on 22 August 2015 but there is still time 

to get read and record online…. 

Briefly the challenge involves: 

Year K-2: need to read/experience 30 books on their own or with a parent/carer; 

Year 3-4: need to read 20 books; 

Year 5-6: need to read 20 books. 

All books can be either read in print, eBooks or in another language that your child 

may be more fluent in. 

Students are encouraged to read from a higher level, for example a student in year 

3 or 4 may choose to read some books from the 5-6 challenge level. Likewise a 

student in year 5 or 6 may choose some books or all from the 7-9 level.   

Did you know our school library have many of the PRC books as does your local 

library? If you need any assistance locating those books or have queries regarding 

the reading levels for the challenge please do let me know. 

Alice Bennett (alice.bennett3@det.nsw.edu.au) 

Library News 
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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 

 
 

 
Review of Special Religious Education and Special Education in Ethics in NSW 

government schools 
 
The NSW Department of Education and Communities has commissioned an 
independent review of the implementation of Special Religious Education (SRE) and 
Special Education in Ethics (SEE) in NSW public schools. 
 
The review is being conducted by an independent research company, ARTD 
Consultants. This company provides services in evaluating public policy. The review will 
inform ongoing improvement of SRE and SEE for the Department and providers. 
 
How can you participate in the review? 
 
You can complete a survey up until 31 July 2015 via an online portal, located at this link: 
http://forms.artd.com.au/s3/Online-contribution-for-parents-carers  
 
The survey is in English and has 19 questions. For most questions you can select an 
answer from the multiple choice options provided. Only two questions ask for written 
answers. Extra written feedback for another five questions may be provided if desired 
but is not essential. 
 
Queries or complaints about the way the review is conducted 
 
For questions or concerns associated with participation in the review or to raise a 
complaint about the conduct of the review, please contact the Leader, Quality 
Assurance, on (02) 9244 5025 or by email at SRE-SEE-Review@det.nsw.edu.au.  All 
complaints will be treated confidentially. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



TheDem Community News 

 

Hornsby Girls High School Multicultural Fair: Saturday 22 August 11am - 4pm 
Join us for rides, International food and cultural performances as well as other stalls 

and displays including the Hornsby Rotary Book Fair for Lifeline.  Hornsby Girls High 

School is located on Edgeworth David Avenue opposite the Hornsby Westfield 

Shopping Centre.  

 
Australian Red Cross Mobile Blood Service is visiting North Sydney (Mary 
Mackillop Place) 
Please call 13 14 95 or visit https://www.donateblood.com.au/ready-to-donate/make-

appointment 

 Tuesday 28 July: 8.50am– 2.00pm; 

 Wednesday 29 July,8.30am– 2.00pm; 

 Thursday 30 July, 1.00pm – 6.20pm; 

 Friday 31 July, 8.30am – 1.30pm. 

1 in 3 Australians will need blood, but only 1 in 30 people donate. Donated blood 

helps cancer patients, people with blood disorders, mothers-to-be and newborn 

babies, as well as trauma and surgical patients.  

 
Bridge Kids: New after school club for children in Years K-4 
Bridge Kids will meet every Friday in school term in the Church Hall at Church by 
the Bridge in Kirribilli from 3:30pm-5:00pm. Please email: bridgekids@cbtb.org.au 
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ARE YOU A 
 SINGLE PARENT? 

 
Each week Single with Children provides fun and exciting social activities for single parents 

and their children. (Many activities are subsidised or free) 

It’s a great way to meet and get to know people in your area. To find out more 
and get a FREE copy of our social calendar 

Call 1300 300 496 or check out our web site: www.singlewithchildren.com.au 
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